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Yule terror suspect charged 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The alleged Christ- 
mas Day terrorist was charged in federal 
court Saturday in Detroit with attempting 
to destroy an airplane with a destructive 
device. 

The thwarted attack led the U.S. to re- 
quest immediate changes in security pro- 
cedures in Europe. 

The suspect, Umar Farouk Abdul Mu- 
tallab, is accused of trying to ignite an 
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U.S.-bound air passengers face tighter 
security after bomb attempt on plane 


explosive device onboard a Northwest Air- 
lines plane from Amsterdam just before it 
landed in Detroit on Friday. 

He allegedly claimed to have been in- 
structed by al-Qaida to detonate the plane 
over U.S. soil. 

Dutch authorities said the suspect 
boarded a flight in Lagos for the Am- 






sterdam connection. With flights gener- 
ally reported on time Friday, the Nigerian 
would have landed on his KLM Boeing 777 
before dawn and had a layover of nearly 
three hours at Schiphol Airport before the 
Northwest Airbus A330 lifted off for the 
nine-hour flight to Detroit. 

His name was on the passenger manifest 


Dusan Vranic/AP 


Afghan policewomen arrive for a Dec. 17 graduation cer- 
emony after eight weeks of training at a police academy 
in Kabul. Just about 500 Afghan women work as active- 
duty officers, compared with about 92,500 policemen. 
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that routinely was forwarded to the U.S. 
before takeoff, and the list was cleared, 
Judith Sluiter, spokeswoman for the Dutch 
National Coordinator for Counterterror- 
ism said. 

He had a U.S. visa valid for the first half 
of 2010, but Sluiter did not know what kind 
of visa he had or where it was issued. 

An official briefed on the incident said 
Saturday the U.S. has known for at least 
two years that the suspect in the attack 
could have terrorist ties. 


Afghanistan strategy 
Civilians, 
military 
differ on 
enactment 


By Ragtv CHANDRASEKARAN 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Two days 
before announcing the deploy- 
ment of additional U.S. troops to 
Afghanistan, President Barack 
Obama informed Gen. Stan- 
ley McChrystal that he was not 
granting McChrystal’s request 
to double the size of the Afghan 
army and police. 

Cost was a factor, as were ques- 
tions about whether the capacity 
exists to train 400,000 personnel. 
The president told McChrystal, 
the top commander of U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan, to 
focus for now on fielding a little 
more than half that number by 
next October. 

Ten days after Obama’s speech, 
the U.S. command responsible 
for training the Afghans circulat- 
ed achart detailing the combined 
personnel targets for the army 
and police. McChrystal’s goal of 
400,000 remained unchanged. 

“It’s an open issue,” a senior 
Pentagon official said last week. 

Nearly a month after Obama 
unveiled his revised Afghan 
strategy, military and civilian 
leaders have come away with 
differing views of several funda- 
mental aspects of the president’s 
new approach, according to more 
than a dozen senior administra- 
tion and military officials in- 
volved in Afghanistan policy, all 
of whom spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss internal 
deliberations. 

Members of Obama’s war cabi- 
net disagree over the meaning of 
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OF THE DAY tried to ignite an explosive device Friday, causing a commotion 


“| asked if they had any better 
paying jobs and they told me | 
should become an officer.” 

— |slambibi, 36, the first female 
police officer in Atghanistan’s 
Helmand province. Islambibi first 


went to the police station seeking 
work as a cleaner. 


See story on Page 4 
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and minor injuries. Northwest is a subsidiary of Delta Airlines. 
J.P. Karas/AP 
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The official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, said the 
suspect has been on a list that 
includes people with known or 
suspected contact or ties to a ter- 
rorist or terrorist organization. 

President Barack Obama’s mil- 
itary aide told the president about 
the incident aboard a plane as it 
was landing in Detroit just after 
9 am. in Hawaii. The president 
phoned his homeland security 
adviser and the chief of staff to 
the National Security Council for 
a briefing. 

“We believe this was an at- 
tempted act of terrorism,” one 
White House official said on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
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sible that potentially dangerous 
weapons can elude the standard 
equipment. 


Thwarted attacks Some recent threats and attacks on airplanes, airports, trains and subways around the world: 


June 2007 


Dec. 22, 2001 
Richard C. Reid attempted to detonate 
explosives in his shoes aboard 

an American Airlines passenger jet 

on a flight from Paris to Miami. 


Aug. 10, 2006 

British police said they 
disrupted an alleged bomb plot 
targeting multiple airplanes 
destined for the U.S. 


Sept. 4, 2007 

Officials arrested three men 
they said were plotting 

an attack against Frankfurt 
International Airport. 


Airline passengers across Eu- 
rope faced body searches and 
new limits on hand luggage Sat- 
urday in response to the incident. 


A plot to detonate 

the fuel system at New York’s 
JFK Airport is disrupted 

by authorities. 


TODAY 
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Passengers flying to the United 
States from London’s Heathrow 
Airport said they received text 
messages informing them that 
the hand baggage allowance had 
been reduced to one item. Airport 
officials also said security had 
been heightened. 

“We got a text message this 
morning at about 11 a.m. to say 
that new rules meant we could 
only take one piece of hand lug- 





Source: The Associated Press 


gage,” said Karen Ward, 44, from 
Reading, Berkshire. “I think 
they’ve handled it very well.” 
Italy’s civil aviation authority, 
ENAC, said it had tightened se- 
curity at airports for passengers 
leaving for the United States. 
The extra measures were re- 
quested by the U.S. Transpor- 


tation Security Administration 
and will initially remain in place 
for 72 hours, ENAC said in a 
statement. 

Some airlines were telling pas- 
sengers on Saturday that new 
government security regulations 
prohibit them from leaving their 
seats beginning an hour before 
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landing and that they won’t be al- 
lowed access to carry-on baggage 
or to have any items on their laps. 
Flight attendants on some domes- 
tic flights are informing passen- 
gers of similar rules. 

The TSA declined to confirm 
the new restrictions. 
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Should next Afghan 
vote be postponed? 


By DEB RIECHMANN 
AND RAHIM FAIEZ 
The Associated Press 


KABUL — Five months before 
parliamentary elections in Af- 
ghanistan, donor nations are wor- 
ried about another messy vote 
and some international officials 
are even discussing whether the 
polls should be delayed. 

After years of encouraging de- 
mocracy, some Western nations 
find themselves in the uncom- 
fortable position of wondering 
whether another round of voting 
will do more harm than good in 
the violence-wracked country. 

The parliamentary elections 
are due in May. 

Donor nations, including the 
U.S. and Britain, fear the up- 
coming vote could be a repeat of 
the August presidential election, 
which was rife with ballot-box 
stuffing and deadly violence, un- 
less deep reforms are made to 
clean up the Afghan-run electoral 
process. 

Another flawed vote would 
erode the credibility of Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai’s gov- 
ernment at a time when he has 
pledged to battle corruption and 


improve services. 

Also, having to guard polling 
stations in May would be a dis- 
traction for the 30,000 U.S. rein- 
forcements and thousands of other 
foreign troops recently deployed 
with orders to stall the Taliban’s 
momentum and improve security 
so development can occur. 

Afghan officials will have the 
final say on whether to postpone 
the vote, but the international 
community holds the purse 
strings. 

“We are ready to carry out our 
duties. The only problem for us is 
money,” said Noor Mohammad 
Noor, a spokesman for Afghani- 
stan’s Independent Election Com- 
mission. “That is up to the donor 
countries who are providing us 
the funds. We are waiting for a re- 
sponse from them next month.” 

While the international com- 
munity has not publicly threat- 
ened to hold back funds, some 
Western diplomats are quietly 
hoping Afghan officials decide 
to delay the election, according 
to two international officials who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

There is little consensus with- 
in the international community 
about what to do. Countries pro- 
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Dario Lopez-Mitts/AP 


Marine Lt. Matthew James Orr, part of the “Sheepdogs” embedded 
training team, patrols with soldiers of the Afghan National Army in 
the village of Barkanday, in the Pech River Valley, Kunar province, 


Afghanistan, on Thursday. 


viding troops and aid to Afghani- 
stan are weighing their desire to 
support the war-wracked nation’s 
fragile democracy with the risk of 
financing another fraud-marred 
election. 

If the May parliamentary elec- 
tions are held, significant ob- 
stacles must be overcome, said 
Melanie Scarlett, press officer 
at the British Embassy in the Af- 
ghan capital of Kabul. 

“Before committing further 
funding and putting our troops 
and those of our international 
partners at risk, we need to be 
sure that the lessons learned 
have been implemented and that 


the elections will make a contri- 
bution to improving Afghan gov- 
ernance,” she said. 

On the other hand, India in- 
sists the elections be held in 
May as required by the Afghan 
constitution. 


As debate continues, prepara- 
tions for the elections are moving 
into high gear: Ballot boxes are 
being counted. 


Polling stations are being plot- 
ted on maps. Workers are com- 
pleting a budget for the May vote, 
which is estimated to cost at least 
$120 million, according to the 
election commission spokesman. 
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Taliban leader 
killed at mosque 


The Associated Press 


KABUL — A heavily armed 
Taliban commander was killed 
Saturday during an pre-dawn 
shootout at a mosque in eastern 
Afghanistan, NATO said. 

A joint Afghan-international 
force went to a compound in 
Wardak province to look for an 
insurgent believed responsible 
for planning attacks and buying 
weapons and parts for making 
bombs, the international coali- 
tion said. 

When the joint force ap- 
proached the compound, the 
Taliban commander, who was 
armed with grenades and hun- 
dreds of rounds of ammunition, 
ran to a nearby mosque. 

Afghan security forces sur- 
rounded the mosque outside 
the town of Pirdad in the Nirkh 
district and called for him to 
surrender. When he didn’t, they 
went inside. 

“The Taliban commander 
opened fire with his AK-47 while 
in the mosque and was killed 
by the Afghan security force,” 
NATO said in a statement. 

NATO said Taliban insurgents 
frequently seek protection in 
mosques, but the Afghan-inter- 
national force says it does every- 
thing possible to avoid fighting in 


or around any known mosque. 


Afghanistan: Divide exists between early exit, victory 


AFGHANISTAN FROM PAGE 1 


his pledge to begin drawing down forces 
in July 2011 and whether the mission has 
been narrowed from a proposal advanced 
by McChrystal in his August assessment of 
the war. The disagreements have opened a 
fault line between a desire for an early exit 
among several senior officials at the White 
House and a conviction among military 
commanders that victory is still achiev- 
able on their terms. 

The differences are already complicat- 
ing implementation of 


and occupy the whole country.” 

Onavideoconference two days before the 
speech, Obama made it clear to McChrys- 
tal and U.S. Ambassador Karl Eikenberry 
that he did not want the additional troops 
to fuel a broader mission. 

Speaking to both men from the White 
House Situation Room, the president told 
them not to deploy the forces to areas they 
would not be able to transfer to Afghan 
security forces by July 2011, according to 
two senior officials. 

The White House’s desired 


the new strategy. Some Obama made it ee a Afghanistan, of- 
ffi h ded ; iclals said, envisions more 
. the July 2011 date be clear that he did informal local security ar- 
king t lerate the rangements than in Iraq, a 
aa Gee in- not want to fuel a less-capable national govern- 
stead of narrowing them. broader mission. ment and a greater tolerance 


At the White House, a 
senior administration of- 
ficial said, the National Security Council is 
discussing ways to increase monitoring of 
military and State Department activities 
in Afghanistan to prevent “overreaching.” 

The NSC’s strategic guidance, a classi- 
fied document that outlines the president’s 
new approach, was described by the senior 
administration official as limiting mili- 
tary operations “in scale and scope to the 
minimum required to achieve two goals 
— to prevent al-Qaida safe havens and 
to prevent the Taliban from toppling the 
government.” 

The use of resource-intensive counterin- 
surgency tactics — employing U.S. forces 
to protect Afghan civilians from the Tal- 
iban — is supposed to be restricted to key 
cities and towns in southern and eastern 
parts of the country, the official said. 

“The strategy has fundamentally 
changed. This is not a COIN strategy,” 
Vice President Joe Biden said recently on 
MSNBC, using the military’s shorthand 
for counterinsurgency. “This is not ‘go out 


of insurgent violence. 

Senior military officials 
still think they can achieve a better out- 
come than envisaged by civilian skeptics in 
the administration by using the new forces 
to mount more comprehensive counterin- 
surgency operations. 

Although Pentagon strategists and 
McChrystal’s advisers in Kabul are look- 
ing at how they can fulfill the White House 
desire for a less extensive mission, mili- 
tary officials said they are reluctant to 
strip too much away and weaken an ap- 
proach that has come to be revered within 
the ranks as the only way to suppress guer- 
rilla movements. 

McChrystal’s plan, the senior Pentagon 
official said, “is still counterinsurgency, 
regardless of the various agendas people 
are trying to spin.” 

During strategy discussions at the White 
House, differences between the White 
House and the military came into sharp 
relief over Obama’s decision to announce 
his intention to begin drawing down troops 
in July 2011. 


McChrystal argued against it, accord- 
ing to three officials familiar with the 
process The commander of the U.S. Cen- 
tral Command, Gen. David Petraeus, also 
expressed concerns. Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates urged Obama to make the 
drawdown “conditions-based.” 

“There was a lot of pushback” from the 
Defense Department, one of the officials 
said. 

The president received cover from one 
uniformed general at the table, James 
Cartwright, the vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs. Cartwright had adopted a more 
skeptical view of the mission than many of 
his military colleagues, one that resonated 
with Obama and Biden. 

Cartwright effectively endorsed the July 
2011 date, arguing that increasing forces 
and engaging in limited counterinsurgen- 
cy made sense, the senior administration 
official said, “but given the risk factors 
— Pakistan, the Karzai government, the 
whole notion of subnational governance, 
and our track record with the [Afghan 
security forces], which is not prestigious 
— that it made sense to demonstrate that 
we could actually do this.” 

It also helped Obama that the principal 
troop-increase proposal being discussed 
at the time — a recommendation that 
McChrystal receive 30,000 forces for 18 
to 24 months — had been developed by 
Gates. 

Obama eventually told his war cabi- 
net that he would announce the July 2011 
deadline but that the pace of withdrawals 
would be determined, as Gates had sought, 
by conditions on the ground. Obama said 
he would conduct a thorough review of 
progress after a year. 

Although he did not endorse McChrys- 
tal’s request to increase the Afghan secu- 
rity forces to 400,000, he said he would 
re-evaluate the issue once the 2010 train- 


ing goals of 230,000 are achieved. 

The president avoided details in his Dec. 
1 address, leaving it up to members of his 
Cabinet and to his advisers to explain the 
specifics. 

The ambiguity over the meaning the July 
2011 deadline has generated uncertainty 
over the president’s intent. “Is the surge 
a way of helping us leave more quickly, or 
is the timeline a way to help win support 
for the surge?” asked a senior Democratic 
staff member in Congress. “Which is the 
strategy and which is the head-fake? No- 
body knows.” 

White House officials have cited a 
meeting among NSC staff members and 
McChrystal in which the general dis- 
played a slide stating that his mission was 
to “Defeat the Taliban,” which some civil- 
ians deemed overly ambitious because it 
suggested that every last member of the 
Taliban would have to be killed or cap- 
tured. The officials said the mission was 
redefined to avoid the term. 

But to military officers, defeat “doesn’t 
mean wipe everyone out,” the commander 
said. “It means after Waterloo, Napoleon 
still had an army but he wasn’t going to 
threaten Europe. We used that view when 
we worked defeat.” 

White House advisers maintain that the 
review process did refine the mission be- 
yond what McChrystal had proposed over 
the summer. “There was a real narrowing 
here,” the senior administration official 
said. “Stan has a big leadership task to 
adapt his original concept to the new stra- 
tegic guidance.” 

For now, however, top military officers 
speak more expansively than White House 
advisers. “Winning means we hand off to 
a security force that can secure the coun- 
try,” the senior Pentagon official said. 
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KHALID MoHAMMED/AP 


An Iraqi police officer stands guard in north Baghdad’s Kazimiyah neighborhood on Saturday as Shiite 
Muslim worshippers take part in a festival of Ashoura, in which pilgrims show their grief over the 7th 
century killing of the Prophet Muhammad’s grandson Imam Hussein. 


Five more Shiite pilgrims 
killed in Baghdad attacks 


By KATHARINE HouRELD 
The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — A string of at- 
tacks Saturday against Shiite pil- 
grims in eastern Baghdad killed 
five, the latest round of violence 
to strike worshippers during a re- 
vered mourning observance. 

Insurgents have targeted Shi- 
ite pilgrims, killing dozens and 
wounding more than 100 this 
week in an attempt to re-ignite 
sectarian violence. 

The attacks began Saturday 
morning when a bomb was plant- 
ed near a tent that offered drinks 
and food to pilgrims, a police of- 
ficial said. The blast killed three 
and injured 16, he said. A medical 
official confirmed the casualties. 

Hours later, a bomb exploded 
near a line of minibuses parked 
in eastern Baghdad that were 
carrying pilgrims to the holy city 
of Karbala, killing two people and 
injuring seven, said police and 
medical officials. 


In a separate incident minutes 
later, an attacker hurled a hand 
grenade into another tent full of 
pilgrims in another part of east- 
ern Baghdad, injuring six, said a 
police official. 

Hundreds of thousands of Shi- 
ite pilgrims are making their way 
to the southern city of Karbala 
for Ashoura. The 10-day mourn- 
ing period culminates Sunday, 
marking the anniversary of the 
7th century death of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s grandson Imam 
Hussein, who was killed in a bat- 
tle near Karbala. 

The outcome of the battle 
caused the split between Shiites 
and Sunni Muslims. 

During Ashoura, pilgrims 
march through the streets beat- 
ing themselves with fists and 
whips to demonstrate their grief. 

Iraq’s government has de- 
ployed 25,000 security personnel 
in and around Karbala to protect 
the pilgrims. 





Karim Kapim/AP 


An Iraqi man places candles and 
flowers at the site of a bomb- 
ing in Baghdad on Saturday. A 
roadside bomb killed six Shiite 
Muslim pilgrims Friday during a 
religious procession. 
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3 killed in U.S. 
missile strike on 





By RAsooL DAWAR 
The Associated Press 


MIR ALI, Pakistan — A sus- 
pected U.S. missile strike killed 
three people Saturday in a north- 
west Pakistani tribal region 
where militants focused on fight- 
ing the West in Afghanistan are 
concentrated, two Pakistani in- 
telligence officials said. 

The strike was apparently the 
latest in a lengthy campaign of 
such attacks by the U.S., which 
rarely discusses the covert pro- 
gram but has in the past said it 
has taken out several top al-Qaida 
operatives. Pakistan publicly op- 
poses the strikes but is believed 
to secretly aid them. 

Saturday’s strike occurred in 
the Babar Raghzai area of North 
Waziristan and also wounded 
two people, the officials said. The 
identities of the dead were not 
immediately clear. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they are not authorized 
to speak to media on the record. 

The area targeted is used by 
militants from two major fac- 
tions that are battling U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan 
— the Haqqani network and the 


U.S. servicemember 
dies in Afghan bombing 


KABUL — NATO said an 
American servicemember was 
killed in a roadside bomb attack 
in Afghanistan. 

NATO said Saturday that the 
U.S. soldier died following the at- 
tack Friday in southern Afghani- 
stan. No details were disclosed. 

It also reported that a joint 


Pakistan border 


militants of warlord Hafiz Gul 
Bahadur. 

U.S. missile strikes in North 
Waziristan are sensitive largely 
because Pakistan has a truce with 
Bahadur. He agreed to stay on the 
sidelines as the Pakistani army 
has waged an offensive in South 
Waziristan against the Pakistani 
Taliban, a group that has focused 
on attacking the Pakistani state. 

A statement from the military 
Saturday said a targeted airstrike 
at a compound in Orakzai had 
killed some civilians along with 
eight suspected militants. 

“Military authorities have 
deeply regretted the loss of civil- 
ian lives,” the statement said. It 
said the families of the civilian 
victims would be compensated. 

Information from the conflict 
zones is difficult to independent- 
ly verify because of restricted 
access. 

Also Saturday, a local govern- 
ment official said the Taliban 
had beheaded a tribal elder who 
fought against them in the Bajur 
tribal region. 

The remains of 45-year-old 
Gul Mohammad were found in 
Mamund town near a road, Fara- 
mosh Khan said. 


Afghan-international force on 
Saturday killed a Taliban com- 
mander' believed responsible 
for planning attacks and buying 
weapons and bomb components 
in the Nirkh district of Wardak 
province, south of Kabul. 

The Taliban commander ran 
into a nearby mosque and, when 
he didn’t come out, Afghan sol- 
diers went in after him. 





From The Associated Press 


Recruiting of policewomen is falling short in Afghanistan 


The Associated Press 


KABUL — The young Afghan woman 
leaves home every morning with her face 
and figure hidden by a burqa. At her office, 
she dons a police uniform, grabs a pistol 
and starts knocking in doors, looking for 
drug dealers and Taliban sympathizers. 

Gulbesha, 22, is one of about 500 active- 
duty policewomen in Afghanistan, com- 
pared with about 92,500 policemen. She is 
also one of just a few dozen who serve in 
the volatile south, where Taliban influence 
is strongest. 

At a time when the U.S. is sending an ad- 
ditional 30,000 forces into Afghanistan, U.S. 
and Afghan officials say policewomen play 
an essential role in winning the war against 
insurgents. In a culture that strictly sepa- 
rates the sexes, security forces need more 
women to perform tasks men cannot do, in- 
cluding searching women and homes. 

Plans call for adding thousands more 
women in the next five years — a formi- 
dable goal in a society where a woman is 


expected to focus her life on home and 
family. 

Even with a recruitment drive, however, 
the force has yet to fill the 650 slots al- 
ready reserved for policewomen. And most 
of the officers are in relatively safe areas 
like Kabul and northern Herat province, 
according to U.S. and Interior Ministry 
figures. 

Of the 15 female police officers in the 
southern province of Helmand, only Gulbe- 
sha and three others got permission from 
their families to travel to the capital for 
an eight-week training course that ended 
Thursday, said Robert Collett, a spokes- 
man for NATO’s provincial reconstruction 
team in Lashkar Gah. 

Gulbesha’s colleague Islambibi, 36, 
joined the force because she needed money. 
She walked into the police headquarters in 
the provincial capital of Lashkar Gah three 
years ago looking for work as a cleaner. 

“But when they told me how much they 
paid cleaners, I said it wasn’t enough,” Is- 
lambibi said. “I asked if they had any better 


paying jobs and they told me I should be- 
come an officer.” 

She became the first female police of- 
ficer in Helmand, earning $250 a month 
in one of the most dangerous provinces in 
the country.Policewomen are “an integral 
part of being able to conduct door-to-door 
searches,” said U.S. Brig. Gen. Anne Mac- 
donald, who helps oversee the training 
programs. 

Policewomen must also deal with ha- 
rassment and threats. 

Quraisha said women regularly com- 
plain that male administrators won’t ac- 
cept applications for promotion until they 
agree to have tea or lunch with them. And 
Islambibi tells of being attacked by women 
in the villages during operations. 

“The men tell their wives to attack me. 
So they come up and try to tear my heads- 
carf off,” she said. 

Still, she refuses to quit because she 
needs the money and is proud of her work. 

“T am like a man. I am not afraid,” she 
said. 





Dusan Vranic/AP 


An Afghan policewoman takes pictures 
during a graduation ceremony Dec. 17 in 
Kabul. About 500 Afghan women work 
as active-duty officers. 
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NCIS squad tackles cold case homicides 


By SANDRA JONTZ 
Stars and Stripes 


Rosaline Horton says Christmas usu- 
ally is the worst. And then there’s her son’s 
birthday. 

But Horton, whose son James Alan 
Horton died 17 years ago at the hand of 
an unknown killer, says every day brings 
memories of her boy. 

“Tf only we knew who killed him,” Hor- 
ton said, her words barely audible across 
the telephone line. 

“They’ve been working on this for 17 
years. It’s hard for all of my family. It was 
hard for my husband, who died not know- 
ing who killed his son.” 

The 1992 slaying of the 22-year-old 
petty officer third class in Berkeley Coun- 
ty, S.C., is one of more than 100 unsolved 
murders being investigated by the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service’s Cold Case 
Homicide Unit. Though other military in- 
vestigation commands regularly review 
cold cases, NCIS is the only Defense De- 
partment criminal investigation unit with 
agents dedicated primarily to unsolved 
violent crimes. 

The squad is actively investigating 44 ho- 
micides and has another 63 inactive cases 
that it doesn’t have the manpower to inves- 
tigate, said Michael Sullivan, the cold case 
unit’s senior homicide analyst. 

The unit formed in 1995 after the mur- 
der of a Navy lieutenant during a port call 
had gone unsolved for nearly two years. 
On the morning of June 15, 1993, the USS 


Anyone with tips should contact: NCIS: 


Minimal 
fanfare 
at mall 
opening 


By Hana KusumMoto 
AND T.D. FLACK 
Stars and Stripes 


MISAWA CITY, Japan — The 
grand opening of the MG Plaza 
shopping mall last week wasn’t 
quite as grand as officials had 
hoped. 

Only one of the 20 store spaces 
was open when the mall — just 
outside the Misawa Air Base 
front gate — opened on Dec. 21. 
Plans for a full-time FM radio 
station and city-run cable televi- 
sion station in the building also 
were scrapped because of budget 
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Yorktown stopped at St. Thomas in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. That evening, three crew- 
members left to tour the island. Shortly 
after leaving the ship, several unidentified 
men armed with handguns and a baseball 
bat assaulted the three crewmembers. Lt. 
Robert D. Bartlett was killed, Sullivan 
said. 

“By late 1994, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Virgin Islands Police De- 
partment, and the Naval Criminal Inves- 
tigative Service had made little progress 
in identifying the individuals responsible 
for Lieutenant Bartlett’s murder,” Sullivan 
said. “The decision was made to create a 
task force for an ‘all-out’ effort to resolve 
this murder. Six NCIS agents, joined by 
five VIPD detectives and one deputy U.S. 
marshal, created what became known as 
the Virgin Islands Task Force.” 

Twenty-seven days later, Bartlett’s killer 
was in custody. 

“That got everyone at headquarters ex- 
cited,” Sullivan said. 

And the unit was born. 

Since its inception, agents have solved 58 
cold cases. 

“The benefit of the cold case unit ... is 
that it lends credibility to the agency and to 
what we do — we’re never letting go,” Sul- 
livan said. 

The demands of two ongoing wars, how- 
ever, have pulled agents to the front lines. 
The cold case unit’s staff has shrunk from 
22 agents at its peak in 1997 to seven agents 
today, Sullivan said. NCIS has some 1,300 
agents worldwide. 


While technological improvements in 
science and forensics have helped agents 
piece together the unsolved murder puz- 
zles, more often than not, said NCIS Special 
Agent Kaylyn Dueker, answers to solving a 
case come from people. They include peo- 
ple whose relationships with perpetrators 
might have changed and who no longer feel 
indebted by a sense of allegiance to keep 
the secrets; people who might seek atone- 
ment for their crimes and people who tell 
officials of a seemingly insignificant mem- 
ory, only to provide the key to solving the 
mystery. 

NCIS agents are assigned to the cold 
case squad as their primary job. From time 
to time, though, they’re called out to help 
investigate new cases. That helps agents 
keep abreast of new training techniques 
and forensics, said Dueker, who is based 
in the Washington, D.C., field office and 
joined NCIS in 1999. 

“A difference between investigating a 
cold case versus a regular, or hot case, is 
that you’re proactive versus reactive,” Sul- 
livan said. “It’s a different mindset.” 

As time passes, aS evidence decays or 
disappears, as people die or forget, solving 
a cold case becomes more of a matter of 
finding the dots than connecting them. 

Investigators are hoping that advance- 
ments in DNA science will help them de- 
velop new leads in the Horton case, NCIS 
spokesman Ed Buice told The (Charleston, 
S.C.) Post and Courier in November. 

Investigators were able to collect traces 
of DNA from several pieces of evidence, 
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Buice said. “But it is only recently that 
DNA science has advanced to the point that 
those small samples could be analyzed and 
identified, using a process known as ‘touch 
DNA.’ ” 

The touch DNA method analyzes skin 
cells left behind when assailants touch vic- 
tims, weapons or something else at a crime 
scene, according to an article last year in 
Scientific American. The method was used 
in 2008 to exonerate the family of JonBenet 
Ramsey, the 6-year-old beauty queen from 
Boulder, Colo., whose parents and brother 
had been suspected in her 1996 slaying. 

Horton, who was from Shelburne, N-Y., 
had been stationed at the former Charles- 
ton Naval Base in South Carolina and was 
last seen at a couple of bars in the area. His 
body was found Nov. 14, 1992, in a drainage 
ditch, according to The Post and Courier. 

He had been shot in the chest and struck 
in the head with a blunt object, Buice said. 

“Evidence also indicates that Horton 
knew his attacker,” he said. 

The Berkeley County Sheriff’s Office 
and the NCIS Cold Case Unit are collecting 
DNA samples from a number of people as 
part of an ongoing probe, Buice said. The 
North Charleston Police Department also 
is assisting in the investigation. 

Rosaline Horton is still grieving and still 
waiting for an answer to 17 years’ worth of 
questions about her son’s death. 

“It never goes away, that hurt,” she 
said. “And now, with Christmas. He liked 
Christmas the best. 


E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@estripes.osd.mil 





ncistipline@ncis.navy.mil; CID: crimetips@conus.army.mil; Air Force Office of Special Investigations: afosi.icon@ogn.af.mil 


limitations. 

Masatoshi Endo, of the city’s 
chamber of commerce, said Mi- 
sawa City is looking still for busi- 
nesses to open in the mall. 

MG Plaza is the centerpiece of 
the American Village project, a 
$72 million Misawa City plan to 
revitalize its downtown district 
and draw tourist dollars. Under 
the plan, businesses and some 
homes on the shopping strip near 
the base’s main gate are being 
redesigned to look Western, offi- 
cials have said. 

When complete, about 70 build- 


ings will have been razed and 
rebuilt. 

The only store under operation 
in MG Plaza at the opening was 
a farmer’s market, selling locally 
grown fruits and vegetables, sea- 
food and local specialty foods. 

About 10 local residents opened 
what the city is calling “challenge 
shops,” inside the market. For 
about $85 a month, the residents 
can run their own small shops, 
similar to flea-market vendors. 





E-mail Hana Kusumoto at: 
kusumotoh@pstripes.osd.mil 
E-mail T.D. Flack at: 
flackt@pstripes.osd.mil 
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Top: A farmer’s market and flea market-style tables are the only 
shopping opportunities at the recently opened MG Plaza mall 
outside of Misawa Air Base, Japan. Above: The mall is one part of a 
$72 million downtown project. 


Guantanamo 
trials still 
set despite 
closing date 


The Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 

The case of Guantanamo Bay 
detainee and former child sol- 
dier Omar Khadr highlights how 
President Barack Obama _ has 
struggled to carry out a pledge 
he made immediately after tak- 
ing office to close the globally 
unpopular military prison, which 
he called a recruiting tool for 
terrorists. 

But if some trials are to pro- 
ceed without delay, there is no 
other viable location, thanks to 
congressional opposition to mov- 
ing terror detainees to U.S. soil, 
plus the time required to buy and 
renovate an Illinois prison. 

“The prosecutors in Khadr’s 
case have informed us that if the 
trial takes place in July 2010, it 
will be held at Guantanamo,” 
said Army Maj. Jon Jackson, one 
of the detainee’s Pentagon-ap- 
pointed attorneys. 

Court proceedings against 
Khadr, who is accused of killing 
an American soldier in Afghani- 
stan, are farthest along. But pre- 
trial hearings are anticipated for 
several other detainees at Guan- 
tanamo this year. 

Prosecutors are continuing to 
prepare cases that will go before 
military commissions. There are 
about 198 detainees remaining at 
the detention center. 
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CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP 


Jose Felix shovels a drift on a sidewalk on Friday in Des Moines, lowa. Treacherous winter weather 
disrupted air and road travel in much of the country and created a flood threat in the East. 








By TIMBERLY Ross 
The Associated Press 


OMAHA, Neb. — Treacherous weather that 
plagued much of the country for days stranded road 
and air travelers Saturday trying to get home after 
Christmas and threatened flooding in parts of the 
Kast. 

Storms that began dumping as much as a foot of 
snow in a swath from Texas to the Upper Midwest 
in the days before Christmas began subsiding, but 
blowing and drifting snow hampered visibility in 
many areas. 

In Chicago, one of the nation’s busiest travel hubs, 
snow and ice there in tandem with rain on the East 
Coast canceled or delayed more than 50 flights. 

Flights also were delayed at the three major air- 
ports in the New York area, which was getting rain 
and patchy fog. Most delays there were weather-re- 
lated but were compounded by tightened security 
after an airplane bombing attempt in Detroit, said 
Steve Coleman, a spokesman for the Port Author- 
ity of New York and New Jersey, which operates the 
area’s airports. 

Transportation officials closed a 30-mile stretch 
of Interstate 70 between Goodland, Kan., and Bur- 
lington, Colo. Officials also have closed interstate 
highways in Nebraska, the Dakotas and Wyoming, 
but some reopened as the storm began to abate. 


Weather keeping travel 
dangerous across U.S. 





In South Dakota, state troopers assisted 182 peo- 
ple who were stranded in their vehicles or needed 
help getting through snowy roads, Col. Dan Mostell- 
er said. 

Hundreds of customers remained without power 
for a third day in southeastern Nebraska and south- 
central South Dakota. Mark Becker of the Nebraska 
Public Power District said high winds could cause 
additional power failures during the weekend. 

South Dakota officials reported several roof col- 
lapses from the weight of the snow, including a live- 
stock barn near Baltic, where at least 25 cattle were 
trapped and some of them killed. 

Meanwhile, parts of the East began preparations 
for possible flooding as rain or freezing rain fell and 
temperatures rose, helping to melt snow in areas 
where as much as 2 feet fell last weekend. 

The National Weather Service posted a freezing 
rain advisory through the afternoon Saturday for 
parts of Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

As temperatures rose, forecasters expected the 
precipitation to change completely to rain through- 
out most of the region. 

In New Jersey, rain began falling Christmas 
night and was expected to continue through Sunday 
morning. 

Winter weather has been blamed for more than 20 
deaths across the country in the past week. 


Salvation Army worker killed in front of children 


The Associated Press 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A Salvation Army work- 
er was shot and killed Christmas Eve in front of his 
three young children during an attempted robbery 
outside the charity’s community center in North Lit- 
tle Rock, a Salvation Army official said Friday. 

North Little Rock police said they were looking 
for the two men who accosted Salvation Army Maj. 
Philip Wise outside the community center about 
4:15 p.m. Thursday. 

No arrests have been made. 

The two men fled on foot into a nearby housing 
development, police Sgt. Terry Kuykendall said Fri- 
day. Police don’t know whether Wise, who was ac- 
tive in the community, knew his attackers, he said. 

Wise, 40, had gone to the community center with 





his children to pick up his wife 
— also a Salvation Army major 
— to drive to his mother’s home 
in West Virginia, said Maj. Har- 
vey Johnson, area commander 
of the Salvation Army. As Wise 
Ya neared the side door, two men 
approached. 

Both men were carrying 
hand guns, police said. One de- 
manded money and shot Wise, 
Pulaski County Coroner Gar- 
land Camper told the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette. Wise’s wife, 
Cindy, was inside the center and called 911. 

Blood stained the sidewalk outside the center. 


Wise 
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Missing girl’s body 
found near Delaware 


The Associated Press 


SALISBURY, Md. — Sher- 
iff Mike Lewis enlisted the help 
of just about everyone along 
Maryland’s Eastern shore, from 
hunters to homeowners, to find 
a missing 11-year-old girl, and 
thousands took time from their 
Christmas Day plans to search, 
with the hope she was alive. 

On Friday afternoon, three 
days after Sarah H. Foxwell was 
last seen at mz = 
her home, 
law enforce- 
ment found 
her body 
near the 
Delaware 
state line. 

“This is 
not the way 
we wanted 
to find our 
young lady 
on Christ- 
mas, but at the very least we’ve 
given closure to the family,” Wic- 
omico County State’s Attorney 
Davis R. Ruark said at a news 
conference. 

The focus of the investigation is 
on Thomas J. Leggs Jr., 30, who 
was charged Wednesday in Sar- 
ah’s kidnapping. 

“There’s no indication of in- 
volvement of any other individu- 
als at this point,” Ruark told The 
Associated Press. 

No new charges were filed as 
of late Friday. An autopsy was 
planned at the medical examin- 
er’s office. 

Leggs is a former boyfriend of 
the girl’s aunt, who is her legal 
guardian. A public defender rep- 
resenting him has not returned 
phone calls and a woman who 
answered the door at Leggs’ par- 
ents’ house declined to speak to a 
reporter. 

Lewis, who is sheriff in Wic- 
omico County, said the body was 
found in the northern part of the 
county, where authorities had fo- 


Foxwell 





cused their search. 

Volunteers met up at a stadium 
in Salisbury early Friday and 
fanned out to search for her. 

Lewis said Sarah was last seen 
Tuesday night at her home on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 

A relative discovered she was 
missing early Wednesday while 
checking on Sarah and her 6- 
year-old sister. A charging docu- 
ment says Leggs was the last 
person seen with Sarah. 

The sheriff said Thursday 
that Leggs has been uncoopera- 
tive Leggs is listed on the Mary- 
land and Delaware sex offender 
registries. 
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wohl of tsunami 


Dead mourned 
across Pacitie 
9 years later 


By Davip LONGSTREATH 
The Associated Press 


PHUKET, Thailand — Bud- 
dhist monks chanted on white- 
sand beaches in Thailand and 
thousands prayed at mosques in 
Indonesia to mark the fifth anni- 
versary of the Asian tsunami that 
left 230,000 people dead. 

The devastating Dec. 26, 2004, 
tsunami struck a dozen countries 
around the Indian Ocean rim. Its 
towering waves wiped out entire 
coastal communities, devastated 
families and crashed over tourist- 
filled beaches the morning after 
Christmas. Survivors waded 
through a horror show of corpse- 
filled waters. 

In Thailand, hundreds of resi- 
dents and foreigners returned to 
the beaches on the island of Phuket 
to recall one of the worst natural 
disasters of modern times. 

A moment of silence was ob- 
served on Phuket’s Patong Beach, 
a popular strip of hotels and res- 
taurants, to mark the moment the 
tsunami struck. 

Buddhist monks in bright or- 
ange robes chanted prayers. On- 
lookers wept and embraced. 

Giorgio Capriccioli, an Ital- 
ian who lives on Phuket, carried 
a bouquet of white flowers into 
the ocean. His wife owns several 


Activist: U.S. 
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Sri Lankan survivors pay tribute to victims of the tsunami at a 


monument in Peraliya. 


beach-front shops but decided not 
to go to work the morning the tsu- 
nami struck. 

“My wife would be dead if it 
weren't for the fact that she were 
pregnant and didn’t go to work 
that day,” he said at a ceremony 
that also attracted suntanned 
tourists as well as Thai villagers. 

The ceremonies on Phuket cul- 
minated in the evening with can- 
dle-lighting ceremonies and the 
release of hundreds of light-filled 
lanterns into the sky. 

Thousands of survivors in Indo- 


missionary 


crosses into North Korea 


The Associated Press 


SEOUL — A Christian mis- 
sionary from the U.S. has entered 
North Korea carrying a letter to 
leader Kim Jong I] in order to call 
attention to the tens of thousands 
of political prisoners believed 
held in the communist state, an 
activist said Saturday. 

Robert Park, a 28-year-old 
Korean-American, crossed the 
frozen Tumen River into North 
Korea from China on Christmas 
Day to urge Kim to release politi- 
cal prisoners and shut down the 
“concentration camps” where 
they are held, said the activist, 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

It was unclear Saturday if Park 
was in North Korean custody. I]- 
legal entry into the country is 
punishable by up to three years 
in prison. The communist regime 
held two American journalists 
for five months earlier this year 
before freeing them during a visit 





by former 
President 
Bill Clinton. 

Park is a 
missionary 
from Tuc- 
son, Aiz., 
7 according to 
the activist, 
who works 
for Pax Ko- 
reana, a 
conservative 
Seoul-based group that calls for 
North Korea to improve its human 
rights record. 

“IT am an American citizen. I 
brought God’s love. God loves 
you and God bless you,” Park was 
quoted by two activists as shout- 
ing in Korean as he crossed the 
North Korean border, according 
to the activist. 

He said Park was last seen en- 
tering North Korea’s northeast- 
ern city of Hoeryong from the 
poorly guarded border late Fri- 
day afternoon. 


Park 


nesia’s Aceh province, which was 
hardest-hit, held prayer services 
at mosques and beside the mass 
graves where tens of thousands 
were buried. Indonesia’s loss of 
about 167,000 accounted for more 
than half the total death toll. 

The tsunami was sparked by a 
9.2-magnitude underwater earth- 
quake off the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra. 

“After five years ... the people 
of Aceh have risen and have a 
new life,’ said Indonesia’s Vice 
President Boediono. 
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o Palestinians killed in 
early West Bank raid 


By MoHAMMED DARAGHMEH 
The Associated Press 


NABLUS, West Bank — Israeli 
soldiers stormed homes in the 
West Bank on Saturday, killing 
three Palestinians suspected in 
the fatal shooting of an Israeli 
and testing an uneasy security 
arrangement with Palestinian 
authorities. 

The predawn operations in 
Nablus targeted activists of Pal- 
estinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ Fatah movement. Abbas 
aides accused Israel of undermin- 
ing U.S.-backed peace efforts. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli air strike 
killed three Palestinians in Gaza, 
near Israel’s border barrier, mak- 
ing Saturday one of the deadliest 
days in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict since Israel’s war on Ga- 
za’s Islamic militant Hamas rul- 
ers a year ago. 

Relatives who witnessed the 
Nablus shootings said soldiers 
fired at two of the men without 
warning. An Israeli army spokes- 
man, Maj. Peter Lerner, said 


troops fired after the three men 
failed to respond to calls to sur- 
render. One of the men used his 
wife as a human shield, Lerner 
added. 

The West Bank has been rela- 
tively calm in the past two years, 
as Abbas’ security forces began 
exerting control over former mil- 
itant strongholds such as Nablus, 
and renewed some coordination 
with Israeli troops. 

Abbas and Israel have a shared 
foe, Hamas, which wrested the 
Gaza Strip from Abbas in a 2007 
takeover. However, Abbas has 
complained that continued Is- 
raeli army raids in Palestinian- 
controlled areas of the West Bank 
undermine his authority. 

Abbas’ prime minister, Salam 
Fayyad, later made a condolence 
visit to Nablus. “This attack was a 
clear assassination, and I believe 
it is targeting our security and 
stability,’ said the pragmatic, 
Western-backed Fayyad. Fayyad 
has been credited with restoring 
law and order in large areas of 
the West Bank. 


Scientists anticipate Philippines volcano eruption 


LEGAZPI, Philippines — Fewer earthquakes have been recorded 
in the Philippines’ lava-spilling Mayon volcano, but magma continues 
to build up inside and any lull in activity could be followed by a bigger 


eruption, scientists said Saturday. 


An eruption remains possible within days, and residents who live 
near the volcano’s slopes should not be misled into leaving the evacu- 
ation centers that they spent Christmas in and venturing back to their 
homes, volcanologist Ed Laguerta warned. 

The number of quakes decreased from 871 recorded during the 24- 
hour period ending Friday morning to 406 recorded during the next 
24 hours, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology said. 

Laguerta said instruments showed the volcano remained inflated 
despite having spilled more than 26 million cubic yards of lava over 
the last two weeks. That means the lava being released is being re- 
placed by magma coming from beneath the volcano. 
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Police help scare 
daughter straight 


COLUMBUS— 

An Ohio woman 
who asked that police be 
called after she caught 
her 6-year-old daughter 
shoplifting a package 
of stickers said that .* 
she was just trying to & 
teach the girl a lesson 
early in life. 

Diane Lyons said 
she doesn’t believe 
she overreacted when she discov- 
ered the girl, Shiane, had taken 
the $3.11 package of stickers 
used to make temporary tattoos. 
Lyons’ 10-year-old daughter told 
her about the theft. 

Chief Ronald Yeager of the 
Carrollton Police Department in 
eastern Ohio took the girl to the 
police station in his cruiser before 
releasing her to Lyons, according 
to Yeager’s report. 


Idling ambulance 
stolen, recovered 


Re LACONIA Police 

said an ambulance 
idling outside a New Hampshire 
hospital was stolen and the sus- 
pect needed to be subdued with 
a stun gun after being tracked 
down 18 miles away. 

WMUR-TV _ reported that 
Stephen Cummings Jr., 26, of 
Nashua, has been charged with 
stealing the ambulance. Police 
needed a “rolling roadblock” to 
get him to stop the ambulance. 

Police said the ambulance was 
taken outside Lakes Region Hos- 
pital after its crew had left the ve- 
hicle for about 15 minutes to pick 
up a patient. 

Court officials said Cummings 
is being held for lack of $10,000 
bail. It was unclear whether he 
had a lawyer. 


Administration picks up 
tab for inaugural transit 


VA RICHMOND — Virginia 


has been reimbursed 
nearly a_ half-million dollars 
for providing free bus service 
to President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration. 

The Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation 
said the federal government reim- 
bursed the state $421,708 for its 
Inauguration Day transit costs. 

The state had agreed to pay 
eight northern Virginia public 
transit agencies to run 300 buses 
to help avoid massive traffic 
jams. 

The state said the service car- 
ried an estimated 4 percent of 
those attending the inauguration. 


Energy department finds 
use for waste dump salt 


ALBUQUERQUE 

— Hundreds of tons of 
salt excavated from the Depart- 
ment of Energy’s underground 
nuclear waste dump in southeast- 
ern New Mexico are destined for 
cattle feed in Texas. 

The DOE’s Carlsbad field of- 
fice has reached an agreement 
with Magnum Minerals LLC of 
Hereford, Texas, which will buy 
up to 300,000 tons of salt from the 
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. 

Magnum Minerals has _ con- 
tracted for $600,000 worth of 
salt, most of which will go into 
cattle feed, company president 
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Tim Gearn said. Cattle feed is re- 
quired to have certain minerals, 
including salt. 


State-run hospital head 
announces retirement 


ia [ HONOLULU — The head 
BBE of a Hawaii network of 12 
state-subsidized hospitals is retir- 
ing at the end of the year. 

Hawaii Health Systems Corp. 
President Thomas Driskill Jr. has 
led the company since 1997. 

Hawaii Health Systems said 
in a news release that Driskill 
was leaving to pursue “new 
senior health care leadership 
opportunities.” 

The organization’s vice presi- 
dent, Alice Hall, has been named 
interim president. 


Dallas train strikes, 
kills man on tracks 


DALLAS — Transit offi- 

cials in Dallas are inves- 
tigating the death of a man who 
lay down on the tracks in front of 
an oncoming train. 

The death of the man was the 
first Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
rail fatality since March 2007, 
when a 56-year-old man was 
struck. 

DART officials said the opera- 
tor spotted the man but could not 
stop the train in time. 


This job is a blast 


Workers drill holes for dynamite 
as they prepare for a second 
blast rock above Highway 50, 
east of Pollock Pines, Calif. 
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Body found 
in trash 


C STAN- 


TON 
— Authorities said a 
Southern California 
woman has been ar- 
rested after the body 
of her newborn daughter 
was found in the trash. 

Orange County sheriff’s 
_ spokesman Jim Amormino 
‘said the Anaheim woman, 

19, whose name wasn’t 
released, was being treated at a 
hospital. He said she’ll be booked 
into jail on suspicion of dumping 
her baby after she is medically 
cleared. 

Amormino declined to say how 
or when the infant died. 

The woman came under sus- 
picion when she went to an Ana- 
heim hospital and complained of 
pain. Authorities said the doctor 
who examined her recognized 
she had just given birth, but the 
woman denied it. 

The hospital called police, and 
investigators said they found the 
infant’s body in a trash bin in the 
back alley behind a restaurant. 


a 


Troopers confiscate 
holiday gift high 


JOPLIN — Some peo- 

ple won’t be getting 
the Christmas presents they were 
expecting. 

Troopers have seized about 20 
pounds of marijuana from a car 
— some of it in luggage, and some 
in boxes wrapped as gifts. 

The Highway Patrol said troop- 
ers found the marijuana in the 
car they stopped for speeding on 
Interstate 44 near Joplin. 

Two California women in the 
car gave troopers permission to 
search the vehicle. Both were 
charged Tuesday with one mari- 
juana-related count and released 
on $1,000 bond. 


Death row inmate, 49, 
dies of natural causes 


O PORTLAND — A death 
row inmate who killed 
four Oregon women in the early 
1990s has died of natural causes. 
A Department of Corrections 
spokeswoman said Cesar Bar- 
one, 49, died after having been in 
the infirmary at the Oregon State 
Penitentiary for several weeks. 
Barone had been awaiting ex- 
ecution since 1995 for the murder 
of Martha Bryant, a nurse-mid- 
wife who was sexually assaulted 
and shot to death after her car 
was run off the road. 


Prison guard charged 
with aiding escape plan 


SAN ANTONIO — A de- 

tention officer at a San 
Antonio jail has been arrested 
on charges he gave a hacksaw to 
inmates planning a jailbreak, of- 
ficials said. 

Alfred Casas, 30, was arrested 
on the job without incident and 
charged with providing imple- 
ments for escape/deadly weapon. 
His bail was set at $15,000. 

Five unidentified inmates face 
charges in the alleged escape plot. 
All were facing high sentences 
and bail amounts. They are being 
held in separate, high-security 
cells, officials said. 
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Diamond, a white Bengal tiger at the 
DeYoung Zoo near Wallace, Mich., 

walks around her newborn to help it 
feed. The cub’s gender is yet to be determined. 


Brand-new baby 





Stranded flyer Mollie Sheridan sleeps 

as she waits for her father to drive from 
Cincinnati to pick her up at Midway Inter- 
national Airport in Chicago. 


EE 
ZZZ8 on the tly 





Alex VanRiper, 10, of Syracuse, 
N.Y., goes off a jump on a snow 
saucer while playing in Como Park in St. Paul, Minn. 


Catching some air 
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A jogger runs in Tom McCall Waterfront Park as the Hawthorne Bridge fades into 
icy cold fog over the Willamette River in Portland, Ore. 












= | = = Summerland snow 
: John Godzieba, portrayi i i 
Contemporary CrOSSING Gen. George Washington, Srahyaes, Walker plays with a 


stands next to the flag dur- 
ing a re-enactment of Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River in 
Washington Crossing, Pa. 


Summerland Key, Fla. About 20 
tons of ice were crushed to 
create the snow. 
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. ’ Senior Aquatic Biologist Charles Delbeek dives into the 
Come swim on Santa’s lap 212,000 gallon Philippine coral reef tank at the California 


Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. 








Salvation Army red 
kettle gets gold coin 


al LIHUE — The Salvation 
Army says the highlight 
of its bell ringing campaign in 
Hawaii this year was the donation 
of a gold coin with an estimated 
value is $1,200. 

Division commander Maj. Ed- 
ward Hill said that the Salvation 
Army is grateful to the anony- 
mous donor who dropped a 1979 
Krugerrand in a red kettle in 
Koloa on Kauai. 


Give $1,000 wheelchair 
back, woman begs thief 


HOLYOKE — A 72-year- 
old Vermont woman 
whose wheelchair was stolen out 
of her daughter’s car is pleading 
for the thief to return her lifeline. 
Lucille Riccio of Wilmington 
tells The Republican of Spring- 
field, Mass., that the $1,000 chair 
is the only way she can leave her 
home. She says she bought it in 
April and hasn’t finished pay- 
ing for it. She’s hoping that who- 
ever took the chair has a change 
of heart and returns it. She says 
she can’t afford a replacement, 
and her daughter’s car insurance 
won’t cover it. 


State rice may rival 
Thai jasmine grain 


NEW ORLEANS — The 
U.S. rice industry is 
making way for the Jazzman. 

It’s a new, less-expensive vari- 
ety of aromatic rice developed at 
Louisiana State University — and 
it could become a viable competi- 
tor to the Thai jasmine rice that 
accounts for $350 million in U.S. 
business each year. Production at 
Jazzmen Rice LLC is expected to 
increase from 500 tons this year 
to 63,000 tons by 2011, said An- 
drew Wong, one of the New Or- 
leans company’s partners. 

That would equal 18 percent of 
U.S. imports from Thailand last 
year. 


Immigrant widowed in 
crash gets residency 


AIRY NEW YORK — A Ja- 
“3H = maican woman whose 
American husband died in the 
2003 Staten Island ferry crash 
has been granted permanent res- 
idency after years of fighting to 
stay in the country. 

Lawyer Brent Renison says the 
government approved permanent 
residency for Osserritta Robinson 
and she is dropping her appeal 
pending before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 





Teen set on fire 
released from hospital 


MIAMI — A hospital of- 

ficial says a teen who was 
doused with rubbing alcohol and 
set on fire by a group of other 
teens has left the Miami hospital 
where he was being treated. 

The Oct. 12 attack caused burns 
on about 65 percent of Michael 
Brewer’s body. Prosecutors have 
charged three teens as adults 
with second-degree attempted 
murder. Two others were arrest- 
ed shortly after the attack and 
later released. 

Brewer, 15, still needs more 
therapy and time at the hospital. 
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Woman called 911 
on finicky husband 


KERRVILLE — Pros- 

ecutors in Kerrville will 
review the case of a woman ac- 
cused of calling 911 to complain 
that her husband refused to eat 
his dinner. 

A police report says the 53- 
year-old woman at the scene was 
also yelling “about things that 
happened two weeks ago.” 

A pair of 911 calls, including 
a hang-up and a woman heard 
screaming, led to the dispatch of 
police to the residence. 

Police say the woman has 
called 911 about 30 times over six 
months for nonemergency rea- 
sons, such as she could not find 
her clothes. She now faces charg- 
es of 911 abuse. 


Military family’s things 
stolen during move 


SPOKANE — A mili- 
wr tary family moving 
from North Dakota to Washington 
state in advance of the father’s de- 
ployment to South Korea lost all 
their valuables when their truck 
and moving trailer were stolen in 
Spokane. 

Spokane Police say both ve- 
hicles have been recovered but 
the family’s belongings, includ- 
ing Christmas gifts, military 
uniforms and jewelry, are still 
missing. 

This is the second time this 
year a U-Haul trailer has been 
stolen from a Spokane Valley 
motel parking lot. 


Greyhound apologizes 
to stranded riders 


CHARLESTON — 

Greyhound Bus Lines 
is offering free travel vouchers 
to passengers who were stranded 
for about three hours in West Vir- 
ginia on a bus with no heat. 

A bus driver abandoned 45 pas- 
sengers in Charleston after telling 
them another driver would arrive 
within the hour to drive them on 
to Columbus, Ohio, and Detroit. 

Dallas-based Greyhound plans 
to conduct an internal investiga- 
tion into the incident, which it 
called unacceptable. 


Police say shooter 
targeting moving cars 


O BEREA — A gunman 

appears to be targeting 
moving vehicles in a small patch 
of suburban Cleveland, hitting at 
least four cars in three shootings 
since mid-August, police said. No 
one has been hurt. 

All the shootings have hap- 
pened on or near Prospect Street 
within a half-mile area in a resi- 
dential neighborhood bordered 
by a park in the city of Berea. 


6-foot boa constrictor 
discovered in garage 


[ HONOLULU — A boa 

constrictor measuring 
6 feet in length is being held at 
the state Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Plant Quarantine Branch 
in Honolulu. 

The department said that the 
snake was captured on the Big 
Island after it was discovered in 
a garage in Keaau. 
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Tongue used 
to receive 
signals that 
let brain ‘see’ 


By BARBARA ANDERSON 
McClatchy Newspapers 


FRESNO, Calif. — An ex- 
perimental device that uses 
the tongue instead of the eyes 
to “see” could be on the market 
next year. 

Researchers say their Brain- 
Port device lets the blind 


perceive images, making it 
easier for them to navigate their 
surroundings. 


Troops returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan who are blind 
because of brain injuries are one 
group they foresee benefiting. 

BrainPort consists of a tiny 
digital camera mounted on sun- 
glasses. The camera is attached 
by a wire to a unit about the size 
of an iPhone, and the unit con- 
nects to a small electrode panel 
that sits on the tongue. The 
tongue receives electrical puls- 
es. The sensations on the tongue 
create patterns that users learn 
to perceive as images. The 
strongest electrical pulses are 
perceived as white areas and 
the weaker ones as gray. There 
is no sensation for black areas. 
The user has the ability to zoom 
the device to amplify images. 

The blind process the tactile 
information in the brain’s visual 
cortex, researchers say. Those 
who could see before they went 
blind describe the sensations as 
similar to vision — although the 
resolution is not the same, they 
say. Those who have never had 
sight say they are better able to 
form mental pictures of objects. 

Wicab Inc., the Wisconsin 
company that is developing 
BrainPort, could ask the fed- 
eral government for permission 
to market BrainPort within the 
next few weeks, said Robert 
Beckham, the chief executive 
officer. 

BrainPort researchers say 
the idea behind the technology 
is fairly simple. People “see” 
with their brains — not their 
eyes. And the brain can make 
visual sense out of stimulation 
received from parts of the body 
other than the eye. 

“Instead of the main nerve 
from the eye, we’re using the 





JoHN WaLKER, FRESNO (CatiF.) BEE/MCT 


Katie Schick, 17, reads in 
Braille from a “Harry Potter” 
book. Katie’s parents hope 

to get a Brainport device that 
attaches to glasses and sends 
information to a device under 
the tongue to help the blind 
see. 


nervous system through the 
tongue,” Beckham said. 

The brain is pliable, he said. 
“Tt doesn’t say we can’t use the 
information because it came 
from the tongue.” 

After 10 hours wearing Brain- 
Port, people have been able to 
find and walk down a hallway 
and avoid obstacles, said Aimee 
Arnoldussen, a  neuroscien- 
tist who is leading Wicab’s re- 
search. With the device, people 
also have distinguished a men’s 
room sign from a women’s room 
sign and found doorways, she 
said. 

The potential for the device 
to help blind soldiers returning 
from the wars in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan intrigued Gale Pol- 
lock, who was surgeon general 
of the Army medical depart- 
ment in 2007. 

She enlisted the help of an 
Army officer and a Marine cor- 
poral to assess the device before 
she retired. Pollock said the 
servicemembers’ response was: 
“Ma’am, this works. It’s new. We 
don’t think it’s as far as it can go, 
but can you get it for us?” 
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lf youre happy and you know it... 


You might live in sunny, outdoorsy 


states that top happiness study 


By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — People 
in sunny, outdoorsy states 
— Louisiana, Hawaii, Flori- 
da — say they’re the happiest 
Americans, and researchers 
think they know why. 

A new study comparing 
self-described pleasant feel- 
ings with objective measures 
of good living found these 
folks generally have reason 
to feel fine. The places where 
people are most likely to re- 
port happiness also tend to 
rate high on studies compar- 
ing things like climate, crime 
rates, air quality and schools. The happiness rat- 
ings were based on a survey of 1.3 million people 
across the country by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. It used data from CDC’s 
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System col- 
lected from 2005 to 2008, which included a ques- 
tion asking people how satisfied they are with their 
lives. 

Economists Andrew J. Oswald of the University 
of Warwick in England and Stephen Wu of Ham- 
ilton College in Clinton, N.Y., compared the hap- 
piness ranking with studies that rated states on a 
variety of criteria ranging from availability of pub- 
lic land to commuting time to local taxes. 

Probably not surprisingly, their report in Fri- 
day’s edition of the journal Science found the hap- 
piest people tend to live in the states that do well in 
quality-of-life studies. 

Yet Oswald says “this is the first objective vali- 
dation of ‘happiness’ data,” which is something 
he said economists have been reluctant to use 
in the past. “Very loosely, you could say that we 


The most to least cheery 


1. Louisiana 27. Virginia 

2. Hawaii 28. New Hampshire 
3. Florida 29. Wisconsin 

4. Tennessee 30. Oregon 

5. Arizona 31. lowa 

6. South Carolina 32. Kansas 

7. Mississippi 33. Nebraska 

8. Montana 


34. West Virginia 
9. Alabama 35. Kentucky 


a oe 36. Washington 
oe 37. District of Columbia 
a acti 38. Missouri 
13. North Carolina ‘ 
39. Nevada 
14. South Dakota nd 
15. Texas 40.Maryland _ 
41. Pennsylvania 
16. Idaho hod ee 
17. Vermont 42. Rhode Islan 
18. Arkansas 43. Ohio 
19. Georgia 44, Massachusetts 
20. Utah 45. Illinois 
21. Oklahoma 46. California 


22. Delaware 47. New Jersey 
23. Colorado 48. Indiana 


24. New Mexico 49. Michigan 
25. North Dakota 50. Connecticut 
26. Minnesota 51. New York 





prove that happiness data are ‘true,’ — such data 
have genuine objective informational content.” 

“Moreover,” Oswald added, “it is interesting to 
uncover the pattern of life-satisfaction across one 
of the world’s important nations.” 

Ranking No. 1 in happiness was Louisiana, home 
of Dixieland music and Cajun/Creole cooking. 

Oswald urged a bit of caution in that ranking, 
however, noting that part of the happiness survey 
occurred before Hurricane Katrina struck the 
state, and part of it took place later. Nevertheless, 
he said, “We have no explicit reason to think there 
is a problem” with the ranking. 

Rounding out the happy five were Hawaii, Flor- 
ida, Tennessee and Arizona. 

At the other end of the scale, last in happiness 
— is New York state. 

As if to illustrate the problem, residents at- 
tending a recent meeting in rural Queensbury 
unleashed their anger and cynicism at a state gov- 
ernment they described as corrupt, self-dealing 
and too quick to increase taxes. It was a tirade that 
had one lifelong resident saying he was ready to 
flee “this stinkin’ state.” 

Oswald suggested the long commutes, conges- 
tion and high prices around New York City ac- 
count for some of the unhappiness. He said he has 
been asked if the researchers expected that states 
like New York and California, which ranked 46th, 
would do so badly in the happiness ranking. “I 
am only a little surprised,” he said. “Many people 
think these states would be marvelous places to 
live in. The problem is that if too many individu- 
als think that way, they move into those states, and 
the resulting congestion and house prices make it 
a non-fulfilling prophecy.” 

The state-by-state pattern has scientific value, 
Oswald explained. “We wanted to study whether 
people’s feelings of satisfaction with their own 
lives are reliable, that is, whether they match up to 
reality — of sunshine hours, congestion, air qual- 
ity, et ceteras — in their own state. And they do 
match.” 
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By AuGusT Brown 
Los Angeles Times 


few months ago, Jared Leto got a 
letter in the mail. It was addressed 
to the 30 Seconds to Mars singer in 
ormal, feminine script and arrived 
on thick, azure-colored paper. 

The return address was the real surprise, 
however — the Paris home of Olivia de 
Havilland, the “Gone With the Wind” actress 
who in a roundabout way helped save the 
band’s career. 

In 2008, the group was staring down a $30 
million lawsuit from its parent label, EMI, 
over future albums the label claimed the 
band owed the company. But a contract case 
involving de Havilland decades ago seemed 
to offer legal precedent for a way out. 

“The California Appeals Court ruled that 
no service contract in California is valid 
after seven years, and it became known as 
the ‘de Havilland law’ after she used it to get 
out of her contract with Warner Bros.,” Leto 
said. “We used the same statute to resolve 
our lawsuit.” 

Because of her association with that 
law, Leto had reached out to de Havilland 
to interview her for an unreleased 
documentary he was filming about the 
making of the album. She declined to 
participate, but she agreed to meet with him 
and the two remained in touch — though 
Leto says he was taken aback when he 
received her handwritten missive. He hadn’t 
expected her to take the time to send a the 
note, he said. 

“T’m going to visit her in Paris to thank 
her,” Leto said. 

In the back room of the band’s new 
mixed-use promotional space on Melrose 
Avenue, Leto sounds positively zen, even 
downright beatific about an Old Hollywood 
star unwittingly helping to rescue him from 
within today’s flailing major-label system. 
He greets guests with vigorous hugs, and 


“So much of this 
album was about 
reclaiming public 
space for art. We 
shut down Hollywood 
Boulevard. We shut 
down the Santa 
Monica Pier. It was so 
wonderful to own both 
sides of the road. We 
tried to close down the 
freeway, but that’s a 
lot harder to do than 
we thought.” 


— 30 Second to Mars 
lead singer Jared Leto 


he sings prospective new verses between 
conversations the way other people might 
take smoke breaks. 

The band’s new album, “This Is War,” out 
last month, is decidedly more combative. 
Such songs as “Night of the Hunter” and 
“Hurricane” brim with sinister electronics 
and lyrics such as, “Tell me, would you kill 
to prove you're right?” The suggestion is one 
of malevolent forces both acting on the band 
and roiling within it. 

Leto is reluctant to discuss any particulars 
of the lawsuit, which ended with 30 Seconds 
to Mars back under the EMI label umbrella. 
After the suit’s resolution in April, Nick 
Gatfield, EMI Music’s president of A&R 
labels for North America and the United 
Kingdom, gave an official statement on the 
suit. 

“We are thrilled to have set aside our 
differences and signed a new agreement 
with 30 Seconds to Mars,” he said. “Our 
relationship has been extremely rewarding 
and successful, and we’re eager to move 
forward and put our global team to work on 
the brilliant new album they are recording 
with Flood (producer Mark Ellis).” 

The experience left Leto with a disconnect 
about how otherwise friendly, individual 
faces can quickly turn ugly when business 
dealings are involved. 

“The idea of a corporation is a tricky 
one. It’s a shell for the people within it, and 
though we’ve lost a lot of our supporters at 
EMI from layoffs, there are still mostly good 
people there,” he said. 

That sense of confusion and 
disappointment informs the album’s tone. 
Yet the collection is also the most confident- 
sounding thing the band has done. It owes 
a great deal to producer Mark Ellis, who 
under the name Flood has helmed albums by 
U2, Depeche Mode and the Killers. He said 
the stress of the suit made the “This Is War” 
sessions an often physical trial for the band. 

“There were so many dark days,” Ellis 


30 Seconds to Mars soars 


said. “A bit of hopelessness and depression 
are useful in galvanizing artists, but I feel 
like I really had to help lift them out of it. 
Jared had the worst back problems in the 
studio from the physical stress of holding up 
the band under the lawsuit.” 

Ellis’ sure production helped the 
musicians break out of their wall-of- 
guitars contemporary rock sound (there’s 
even a vocal cameo from Kanye West on 
“Hurricane”). 

They also recalibrated their sense of what 
— and who — was truly important to them. 
One of the most prominent effects on the 
album is a catalog of found sounds recorded 
at various “summits,” where fans came to 
sing hooks en masse at venues including the 
Avalon in Hollywood. 

Leto, whose acting credits include “Panic 
Room” and “Requiem for a Dream,” has long 
based 30 Seconds to Mars in Los Angeles 
but set its music videos in such places as 
Beijing’s Forbidden City and at the Arctic 
Circle. 

Recording the album at Leto’s home north 
of the Hollywood Hills brought the band’s 
psychology closer to Los Angeles. The video 
for “War’s” first single, “Kings and Queens,” 
centers on L.A.’s bicycling community. 

It follows Leto, his brother and drummer 
Shannon Leto and guitarist Tomo Milicevic 
as they lead a gang of bikers across the Los 
Angeles River through Hollywood to the 
Santa Monica Pier. 

The raging wildfires and white stallion 
that join them suggest the band hasn’t lost its 
taste for the epic. But Leto is carving out a 
niche for the group amid the whirlwind. 

“So much of this album was about 
reclaiming public space for art,” Leto said. 
“We shut down Hollywood Boulevard. We 
shut down the Santa Monica Pier. It was so 
wonderful to own both sides of the road. We 
tried to close down the freeway, but that’s a 
lot harder to do than we thought.” 





“There were so 
many dark days. A 
bit of hopelessness 
and depression are 
useful in galvanizing 
artists, but | feel 
like | really had to 
help lift them out 
of it. Jared had the 
worst back problems 
in the studio from 
the physical stress 
of holding up the 
band under the 
lawsuit.” 


— album producer 
Mark Ellis 





AP 


The band 30 Seconds to Mars — from left, Shannon Leto, Jared Leto and Tomo Milicevic — released a new album in November. 
“This is War” is the band’s third album. 
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By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — As merchants 
look to the weekend and the rest 
of the Christmas aftermath, 
they’re counting on droves of gift 
card-toting customers to return 
to malls. 

But those numbers may be 
smaller as the industry braces for 
what some analysts believe will 
be a second consecutive holiday 
season of declines in gift card 
sales. 

The final word on holiday gift 
card sales is not out. Mall of 
America is seeing gift cards flat 
compared with a year ago. Mall 
operator Taubman Centers cited 
lukewarm sales heading into the 
final week before Christmas, but 
saw a rebound in recent days as 
bare shelves have left last-minute 
shoppers no other choice. 

Overall, the recession has sto- 
len gift cards’s steam. Reduced 
consumer spending has extended 
to gift cards, but frugal shoppers 
are also turning to buying dis- 
counted gifts so they can stretch 
their budgets. Also troubling is 
that recipients will likely be stin- 
gy when they redeem them, fo- 
cusing only on deeply discounted 
items, as they did last year. 

That poses challenges for the 
critical week after Christmas and 
for 2010 as consumers typically 
spend more than the card’s value. 
Gift card sales also are a key way 
for stores to drive traffic in the 
first quarter, traditionally a quiet 
time for the industry. 

This holiday season, merchants 
were pulling out all the stops to 
put them in the hands of consum- 
ers. Catalog retailer L.L. Bean, 
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Japanese yen (Dec. 28) 
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(Military exchange rates are those avail- 
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cilities in the country of issuance for Japan, 
South Korea, Germany, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. For nonlocal currency 
exchange rates (i.e., purchasing British 
pounds in Germany), check with your local 
military banking facility. Commercial rates 
are interbank rates provided for reference 
when buying currency. All figures are for- 
eign currencies to one dollar, except for 
the British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 
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Federal funds market rate.......... 0.00-0.25 
S-MONCH DIN seccascescecccvsedscesceccesecaivecsscscbveses 0.03 
BO-VEAr DONT uu... cecssescereessseceecerseeceeesrees 4.68 
Sources: Bank of America, The Associated sited 





for example, offered a free $10 
gift card with purchases of $25 or 
more; last year, shoppers had to 
spend $50. 

But Cindee Weiss, 41, who 
works in magazine publishing, 
hasn’t bitten. In Christmas sea- 
sons past, she would spend a total 
of $100 on gift cards at Gap or 
Anthropologie for four friends, 
but this year, she’s baking cook- 
ies and brownies for them. 

“In this economy, I have to be a 
little more aware,” said the Man- 
hattan resident, citing an uncer- 
tain job market. She also noted 
that in tough times, she wanted to 
do something personal. 

C. Britt Beemer, chairman of 
America’s Research Group, pre- 
dicts another holiday season of 
weak gift card sales would be 
“devastating for retailers.” 

Another problem is that more 
shoppers are giving cash this 
season because they couldn’t get 
to the stores or they also want to 
be even more practical, Beemer 
said. Typically, about 75 percent 
of those dollars don’t go to stores 
but toward paying bills or to res- 
taurants, he said. 

“Gift cards’ popularity hasn’t 
died, but the recession has 
changed the way that people give 
gifts,’ said Craig R. Johnson, 
president of Customer Growth 
Partners, a retail consultancy. 

In fact, according to a con- 
sumer survey conducted for the 
National Retail Federation, gift 
cards still remain the most re- 
quested holiday item, but several 
industry surveys have found that 
the average person plans to spend 
less on them than last year. 

Best Buy reported that gift card 
sales rose 40 percent in Novem- 
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Mark LENNIHAN/AP 


A gift card kiosk is shown at a CVS store in New York. Retail analysts predict this will be the second 
consecutive holiday season of a decline in gift card sales. 


ber, following a big drop last year 
as consumers cut their spending 
as the financial crisis escalated. 
But overall, Brian Riley, re- 
search director at TowerGroup, 
a research company, remains 
bearish on the category, though 
he believes business will re- 
bound when the economy picks 


up again. 

Riley expects overall gift card 
sales will fall 4.4 percent this 
year to $87 billion from $91 bil- 
lion — with a 3 percent increase 
in general purpose card sales 
and a 7 percent decline in store 
card spending. 


Michael Niemira, chief econo- 
mist at the International Coun- 
cil of Shopping Centers, says 
he’s not sure how fast shoppers 
will redeem gift cards because 
there won’t be mounds of holi- 
day leftovers as stores slashed 
inventories. 


Employers reach quota for foreign workers visas 


By PETE CAREY 
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News 


SAN JOSE, Calif. — After a 
slow start because of the reces- 
sion, applications for the high- 
tech industry’s favorite work 
visa, the H-1B, reached the cap 
of 65,000 this month, federal im- 
migration authorities said this 
week. 

The announcement by the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services might appear to be one 
more sign of an economy on the 
mend, but compared to previous 
years, applications for the nor- 
mally popular — and controver- 
sial — work visa have moved at a 
snail’s pace. 

It took nine months to exhaust 
the supply of visas this year, and 
a mere day to do so last year. 
There was only light demand for 
the visa in April, when the gov- 
ernment started taking applica- 
tions for this fiscal year’s quota, 
but employers finally used them 
all up in a sign that perhaps high- 
tech hiring was rebounding. 

“The economy is starting to 
pick up a little,” observed Debo- 
rah Notkin, an immigration at- 


torney and business visa expert 
for the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association. 

The visas are issued to employ- 
ers to hire foreign workers in oc- 
cupations that require theoretical 
or technical expertise in fields 
such as science, engineering and 
computer programming. 

They are good for three years 
and renewable for another three. 
The visas are especially popu- 
lar with Silicon Valley high-tech 
companies such as Cisco, Oracle 
and Google, which use them to 
attract talent from around the 
globe. 

But they are also controversial, 
touching on sensitive issues of im- 
migration, U.S. competitiveness 
and whether American workers 
are forced out of jobs in favor of 
those from foreign countries. 

U.S. Sens. Chuck Grassley, R- 
Iowa, and Dick Durbin, D-IIL., 
have investigated abuses of the 
visa in recent years, while pro- 
ponents of the visa say the caps 
are unnecessary and harm U.S. 
competitiveness. 

“Tt’s such an artificial cap,” 
Notkin said. “Even in a reces- 


sion, it doesn’t help our economy 
to be globally competitive.” 

Notkin said she was concerned 
that “the media and a couple sen- 
ators are overplaying” problems 
with the H-1B program “and are 
going to kill it. The challenge is 
how to keep it and get rid of abus- 
ers, which are a minority.” 

Roy Beck, president of Num- 
bers USA, a group that favors 
immigration restrictions, said 
the visa is too often used to bring 
in average rather than top talent. 
“We don’t advocate reducing the 
65,000 cap,” he said. “We just ad- 
vocate increasing the criteria so 
H-1Bs are only used to hire re- 
ally top quality programmers.” 

There are an additional 20,000 
visas set aside for foreign citi- 
zens who have graduated from 
U.S. universities with advanced 
degrees. These applicants are 
rolled over to the regular visa 
program after reaching their 
quota. The total this year was not 
available. 

The number of H-1B visas is- 
sued far exceeds the 65,000 cap 
because universities and their 
affiliates, nonprofits and govern- 


ment research organizations are 
exempt from the limit. Combined, 
more than 276,000 H-1B visas 
were issued in fiscal year 2008, 
according to USCIS’ most cur- 
rent data. For fiscal year 2009, 
Wipro, an information technol- 
ogy service company headquar- 
tered in Bangalore, India, was 
the top user, with 1,964 visas, 
followed by Microsoft, with 1,318 
visas. Intel was No. 3, with 723. 
Among the many other tech in- 
dustry or valley users are Cisco, 
Oracle, Google, Yahoo, Apple and 
Stanford University. 

Carl Guardino, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group, 
said the slow pace of applications 
this year showed “how weak the 
American economy has been this 
past year. 

“But in a valley in which 53 
percent of our engineers are for- 
eign born, and more than half of 
the founders or CEOs of tech- 
nology companies being foreign 
born, it underscores the need for 
talent from around the globe to 
compete globally.” 
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By OMER FArooQ 
The Associated Press 


HYDERABAD, India — The 86-year- 
old governor of a southern Indian state 
resigned Saturday, a day after a television 
news channel broadcast a tape allegedly 
showing him in bed with three women, an 
official said. 

Gov. Narayan Dutt Tiwari’s office has 
denied the allegation, denouncing the tape 
as fabricated. 

Tiwari, a veteran governing Congress 
party leader in Andhra Pradesh state, sent 
his resignation letter to the Indian presi- 
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dent on Saturday, citing health reasons, a 
state official said on the condition of ano- 
nymity as he was not authorized to talk to 
reporters. 

The scandal hit as Andhra Pradesh is 
engulfed in social unrest. Outrage over a 
delay in creating a new state there erupted 
into violent demonstrations in several cit- 
ies last week. 

After the tape aired, opposition and 
women’s right groups held street protests 
in Hyderabad, the state capital, demand- 
ing his resignation. 

A statement issued on Friday by Ary- 
endra Sharma, an aide to the governor, 
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said “the 
news chan- 
nel report is 
fabricated, 
false and mali- 
cious to tarnish 
the image of the 
governor.” 

The televi- 
sion channel ABN 
Andhra Jyoti News said 
the three women were provided by anoth- 
er woman who was allegedly promised a 
mining lease by the governor in return for 
sexual favors. r ” ea 
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Pregnancy policy makes sense 


Maj. Gen. Anthony Cucolo’s policy 
clearly addresses what has been an issue 
ever since I’ve been in the military, and 
of course this affects mostly the war zone 
but that is not always the case (“General in 
Iraq has new policy: No pregnancies,” ar- 
ticle, Dec. 20). Someone has to take on their 
duties, cover [for them], or wait until there 
is a replacement. 

In the war zone it’s very hard to get a 
replacement and it affects an entire unit. 
That is the point, and anyone trying to 
prove otherwise is failing the rest of us 
who have to pick up the slack because, face 
it, it’s usually another female taking the 
responsibilities. 

There are perfectly good times to start 
or plan a family in the military, and the 
war zone should never be one them. 

Sgt. 1st Class Olivia Morris 
Fort Hood, Texas 


Replace tasteless cartoons 


To expand on “Jump Start’ cartoon 
tasteless” (letter, Dec. 15), not only was 
it abhorrent, but it wasn’t funny at all. I 
thought cartoons were suppose to be satiri- 
cal, sarcastic and funny. For the last few 
months the following have not put a smile 
on my face yet: “Get Fuzzy”; “Candor- 
ville”; “Meaning of Lila”; “Knight Life”; 
“Baldo”; “Pearls Before Swine”; “Over the 
Edge” (all not funny). 

I’m pretty sure there are better-qual- 
ity cartoons you can [run instead] and get 
more smiles out of us. ’m hoping politi- 
cal correctness is not forcing you to print 
these not-funny cartoons to please a cer- 
tain group of people. When something has 
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no quality, it is what it is. 

The four officers who were gunned down 
in Tacoma, Wash., were having their morn- 
ing coffee at a coffee shop 10 minutes’ drive 
from my house. Last week, a former deten- 
tion officer co-worker of mine and war vet- 
eran killed his wife and then took his own 
life, leaving behind a 1-year-old baby. Do I 
need to say more? 

Tech. Sgt. Ramon Ramirez 
Kirkuk, Iraq 


Clean USO shows preferred 


I recently attended a United Service Or- 
ganizations show at Camp Victory, Iraq, 


Remembering the Battle 


By ARTHUR I. Cyr 
Scripps Howard News Service 


his Christmas season, devoted to 

charity and peace, is also the 65th 

anniversary of the Battle of the 

Bulge, Americans’ largest land bat- 
tle. The U.S. has begun to withdraw troops 
from Iraq, while expanding forces to com- 
bat the vexing insurgency in Afghanistan. 
Do lessons of World War II apply to these 
current conflicts? Absolutely. 

On Dec. 16, 1944, Germany began an enor- 
mous armored military offensive through 
the Ardennes Forest in Belgium, previously 
a quiet sector. Adolf Hitler and his planners 
in Berlin achieved total surprise and ini- 
tially German forces gained considerable 
ground. For many Europeans among the 
Allies, the attack was eerily reminiscent 
of the German drive in 1940 that overran 
France and secured Nazi domination of the 
continent. At Supreme Allied Commander 
Dwight Eisenhower’s headquarters, fear 
was visible along with alarm. 

The tide of the battle did not clearly turn 
until Gen. George S. Patton’s Third Army 
broke through to the 101st Airborne Divi- 
sion, surrounded by the Wehrmacht in the 


Doonesbury flashback 


BO] ANY Tre 
OTeee GOrer, AS MS == 
THEM MAMES ACEwT 

MAYBE SO MPOR 
[ANT BECAUSE BERS 
A GAM... 


\ 


SSS CONMA PUT 
OuT (NOSt GOOF 
MELS POR TMAT 
NOTIOW OF OURS, 
AT WO GoCHiCS 
MOR YA TERS 


crossroads town of Bastogne, on the day 
after Christmas. The overall battle con- 
tinued into the new year before the Allies 
could claim clear victory and begin the final 
strategic western drive into Germany. 

Other battles in our history were in cer- 
tain respects more costly or complicated. 
During the Civil War, Gettysburg and 
other engagements resulted in a higher 
percentage of casualties among combat- 
ants. During World War II, such enormous 
amphibious invasions as Normandy, Iwo 
Jima and Leyte Gulf in the Philippines 
were inherently more complex than the 
Bulge in logistical terms. ... 

Nonetheless, in American history the 
Battle of the Bulge remains our largest 
single land battle. Approximately a quarter 
of a million U.S. troops were engaged with 
a comparable number of German forces. 

Perhaps the basic lesson of the Bulge 
is the essential need in war for realism in 
handling personnel and materiel. Eisen- 
hower’s skills included remarkable capac- 
ity to get difficult people to work together, 
plus attention to logistics and supply. 

Patton immediately, instinctively recog- 
nized the great threat represented by the 
Ardennes attack, and Third Army troops 
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because I wanted to hear music from Billy 
Ray Cyrus, but had to sit through the crude- 
ness and profanities of comedian Dave At- 
tell. I did not attend the other concert, at 
Camp Liberty, to hear singer Mark Willis 
because I did not want to be subjected to 
what I was told were more obscenities from 
a comedian named Sheryl Underwood. 

Is vulgarity the only way to be funny in 
the modern world? I appreciate that the USO 
set up free entertainment for the troops but 
wonder why it provides entertainment that 
contradicts the Army values. When may a 
soldier who actually lives the Army values 
enjoy appropriate entertainment? 

Profane speech is punishable [in some 
cases] under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, but is brought to and displayed to 
our troops. Soldiers are not allowed to view 
pornography, so it is not provided to them; 
soldiers are not allowed to drink alcohol, 
so there is none provided to them; soldiers 
are not allowed to use profane language, so 
why provide it to them? How does this in- 
still integrity (legally and morally right) or 
respect (consideration of others)? 

If a parent does not want his child to be 
overweight, does he provide him meals 
from McDonald’s every day? This seems 
like conflicting data and a recipe for a lack 
of good order and discipline. 

The USO ought to re-evaluate its enter- 
tainment lineup and provide entertain- 
ment that is morally compatible with Army 
values. Note: These shows were sponsored 
by senior leadership from the Pentagon. 

“A man’s character may be learned from 
the adjectives which he habitually uses in 
conversation.” — Mark Twain 

Staff Sgt. John Taylor 
Camp Victory, Iraq 


of the Bulge 


performed with monumental ability, mov- 
ing rapidly over difficult terrain in terrible 
winter weather. Casualties on both sides 
were enormous, in both men and materiel. 
The Allies could replace them; the Ger- 
mans at that point could not. 

At the tactical level, Cpl. Henry F. War- 
ner near Dom _ Butgenbach, Belgium, 
knocked out two German tanks when his 
anti-tank weapon jammed. He was firing 
his pistol at a third approaching tank when 
the driver suddenly withdrew. Warner had 
killed the commander, and the crew was 
unable to continue, a reaction shown fre- 
quently by German and Japanese troops. 
... Allied soldiers were much more likely to 
improvise and carry on after their officers 
were hit. Warner, who was killed in later 
fighting, received the Medal of Honor. 

Great economic and individual human 
resources continue to characterize the U.S., 
and our leaders should be evaluated in part 
by how they appreciate and employ them 
in military efforts. Meanwhile, we should 
give thanks we are not facing threats on 
the scale of those of that earlier war. 





Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor at 
Carthage College. 
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Final bill can gain respect by losing pork 


Chicago Tribune editorial 


f nothing else, the acrimonious debate 

over health care reform has contrib- 

uted some potent new expressions to 

the American political vocabulary. 
You heard weeks ago about “death panels.” 
And the vaguely named “public option,” 
which has nothing to do with finding a suit- 
able men’s room at the shopping mall. 

But what about the “Louisiana purchase” 
of 2009? Or the “Cornhusker kickback”? 
Or “U. Con’? Those are nicknames hung 
on some of the seedy backroom deals cut 
by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid to 
secure the 60 votes he needs for passage of 
his $871 billion health care reform bill. 

Here’s a translation of those terms, com- 
pliments of The Washington Post: 

MLLouisiana purchase: The reported 
$100 million in extra Medicaid money se- 
cured for her state by Sen. Mary Landrieu. 
She has boasted she actually snared $300 
million. 

™ Cornhusker kickback: A similar $100 
million for Sen. Ben Nelson’s Nebraska. 

™@U. Con: $100 million meant for a 
medical center in Sen. Chris Dodd’s 
Connecticut. 

There also were special favors handed 
out to Vermont, Massachusetts, Montana, 
Iowa, Michigan and Florida. And that’s just 
the stuff we know about so far. Remember, 
this is a 2,400-plus page bill. 

The bill advanced in a 60-39 vote Thurs- 
day morning. Next stop: a Senate-House 
conference committee, where dueling 
versions of health care legislation will be 
melded into one and where upright law- 


Health care 


By Car. P. LEUBSDORF 
The Dallas Morning News 


en legislation is as long and 

complex as the health care 

reform bill the Senate passed 

Thursday, critics from both the 

left and right can inevitably find some le- 
gitimate areas for criticism. 

In essence, conservatives think the mas- 
sive measure goes too far in terms of ex- 
tending Washington’s reach and costs too 
much. Liberals feel it doesn’t go far enough 
in curbing insurance companies and con- 
tains too many compromises. 

But many analysts from both sides agree 
that, as imperfect as some parts may be, the 
bill would achieve substantial good by guar- 
anteeing every American’s access to health 
care and eliminating some of the worst cur- 
rent problems, such as the lack of coverage 
for those with pre-existing conditions. 

Unfortunately, thanks to the nature of 
modern political discourse and much of 
the media coverage, these facts have rare- 
ly attracted the main attention during the 
months of heated debate. Instead, discus- 
sion has focused on such lesser aspects as 
the conservative claim that the measure 
authorized “death panels,” the liberal ar- 
gument that everything depends on in- 
cluding a “public option” and the heated 
dispute over funding of abortions. 

The debate has often been further cloud- 
ed by hypocrisy, misrepresentation and an 
air of unreality about the problems inher- 
ent in enacting such legislation. Here are 
some examples: 

™@ Republicans argue that Senate Demo- 
crats enacted the measure in late-night 
sessions while most Americans focused on 
Christmas. They neglect to mention they 
forced those sessions by concentrating 
on delaying tactics, rather than present- 
ing amendments to attract some wavering 
Democrats and improve the bill. 


makers will strip out all of the special 
interest bribes, er, payments made to sena- 
tors in exchange for their votes. 

Just kidding! That’s as likely as aspirin 
curing cancer. Likelier: More lawmak- 
ers clamoring to extort gazillions for their 
states. Guess who’ll pay for all of this. 

And how has Reid reacted? “I don’t 
know if there is a senator that doesn’t have 
something in this bill that was important to 
them,” he said last week about what’s be- 
come known as “cash for cloture.” “And if 
they don’t have something in it important to 
them, then it doesn’t speak well of them.” 

Sure. If a senator merely votes for a bill 
because it’s the right thing to do, rather 
than it’s the right thing to do if he gets $100 
million in special benefits for his state, 
then he’s a dope? Talk about twisted logic. 

We’ve seen this kind of shameful display 
before. To roughly paraphrase a famous 
line from President Barack Obama: It’s not 
a Democratic thing. Or a Republican thing. 
It’s a Congress thing. 

Remember what happened last year, 
as the economy shambled over a cliff and 
the House approved an $800 billion-plus 
rescue plan? Remember how some recal- 
citrant members of Congress were moved 
to switch their votes? Saving the economy 
from potential ruin wasn’t enough of an 
incentive. Thus the bill came to include $2 
million in tax breaks for the manufactur- 
ers of kids’ wooden arrows, $192 million 
for rum producers, $148 million in tariff 
relief for U.S. wool fabric producers and 
$33 million for corporations operating 
in American Samoa. Oh, and $2 million 
to help people who commute to work on 
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Yes, Virefinia, 


there 
is a Santa Claus... 


bicycles. 

There are plenty of winners and losers in 
the Senate health bill. Democrats removed 
a tax on cosmetic surgery (the “Botax”) 
but added a tax on tanning salons. The 
tax on so-called Cadillac health plans re- 
mains, but the bill now exempts miners, 
construction workers, cops, firefighters, 
longshoremen and other union members 
who contribute so mightily to Democratic 
causes. 

Obama envisioned health care reform 


as a bipartisan effort. It hasn’t turned out 
that way. The Dems wholly own the Sen- 
ate and House bills. And public opinion be 
damned. 

But leaders of the two chambers still can 
show sense by dropping their noble preten- 
sions that getting health care reform this 
far is all about ... health care. 

Instead, this debacle evokes the all-pur- 
pose Chicago political motto proposed by 
the late columnist Mike Royko: “Ubi Est 
Mea?” — “Where’s Mine?” 


critics on both sides are way off base 


mOn Dec. 20, a top Senate Republican, 
Sen. John Kyl of Arizona, charged that cov- 
ering an additional 30 million Americans 
still would leave 20 million uncovered. Of 
course, if Senate Republicans had their 
way, none of these would be covered. 

mA recurrent GOP theme has been the 
cost, though Republicans six years ago 
enacted prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare without paying its substantial 
costs, relying on a surplus they simultane- 
ously were squandering on tax cuts and a 
misbegotten war in Iraq. 

When the bipartisan Congressional Bud- 
get Office reported this Senate health care 
bill would cut the projected deficits over the 
next two decades, Republicans cast them- 
selves as defenders against projected cuts 
in Medicare without saying that a main 
target, the expensive Medicare Advantage 
program, is considered a significant con- 
tributor to spiraling health costs. 

m Liberals denounced the Senate mea- 
sure for failing to include a government- 


run program to compete with big insurance 
companies, knowing the votes were not 
there to pass one in the Senate. Its inclu- 
sion would’ve doom the entire measure. 

m™@ They also have also accused President 
Barack Obama and the Democrats of ac- 
cepting too many compromises in provi- 
sions aimed at the insurance companies or 
dealing with abortion, overlooking the fact 
that most of this was done to attract the 
needed 60 votes. 

MlLeading figures from both parties, 
including such Republicans as Iowa Sen. 
Charles Grassley and Maine Sen. Olympia 
Snowe and Democrats like former Vermont 
Gov. Howard Dean, called for going back to 
the drawing board. In fact, it took months 
to construct a bill capable of passing, and 
Congress is not about to spend a second full 
year on this subject. Obama is right: If the 
bill fails now, it fails for many years. 

With all this, it may be a minor miracle 
the bill has reached the stage that both 
sides are already focusing on the prob- 


lems that will arise now that the Senate 
has acted. Senators like independent Joe 
Lieberman and Democrat Ben Nelson, 
who only backed the measure after gain- 
ing concessions, already warn that they 
won’t support a bill that comes back from 
the Senate-House conference with signifi- 
cant changes. In at least three areas, one 
chamber or the other will to have to make 
a major compromise: the “public option” in 
the House bill but not the Senate version; 
the rival riders defining abortion coverage; 
and/or the means of financing expanded 
health and Medicaid coverage. 

For those Democrats who hope to re- 
solve these by Obama’s State of the Union 
address next month, forget it. It’s probably 
going to take longer. And that will give both 
sides more time for hyperbole and misrep- 
resentation before this landmark measure 
finally reaches the White House. 





Carl P. Leubsdorf is the former Washington 
bureau chief of The Dallas Morning News. 
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It seems like yesterday the world heralded the start of a new 
millennium while fearing the onslaught of the Y2K bug. So 
much has happened since in a decade that produced some of 
the most extraordinary events in memory. 


TODAY: 


The Associated Press is examining the Aughts, the Zeros 
— whatever you want to call a decade that reached its low 





2000: The United States’ Rulon Gardner does a somersault after winning the 
gold medal as three-time Olympic champion Alexandre Kareline, of Russia, walks 
off the mat at the end of their 130-kilogram Greco-Roman wrestling final in the 
Sydney Olympics on Sept. 27. 2ZOO41: Ken Schrader (36) slams into Dale Earn- 
hardt (3) during the Daytona 500 on Feb. 18 at Daytona International Speedway 
in Daytona Beach, Fla. Earnhardt was killed in the crash. 2OO2: New England 
Patriots kicker Adam Vinatieri celebrates his 48-yard, game-winning field goal in 
the final seconds of Super Bowl XXXVI against the St. Louis Rams on Feb. 3 in 
New Orleans. The Patriots won 20-17. At left is teammate Ken Walters. 2003: 
In May, golfer Annika Sorenstam carried the weight of an entire gender in The 
Colonial in Fort Worth, Texas. When she sent her tee shot down the 1 Oth fairway, 
Sorenstam became the first woman in 58 years to tee it up on the PGA Tour. 
2004: Blood is seen around the ankle of Boston Red Sox pitcher Curt Schilling 
during the first inning of Game 2 of the World Series in Boston on Oct. 24. Schil- 
ling was pitching with a dislocated ankle tendon held together by sutures. Schilling 
and the Red Sox won the game and went on to defeat the St. Louis Cardinals for 
Boston’s first championship since 1918. Schilling gave the sock to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 2005: Lance Armstrong rides in a victory parade on the Champs 
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toward the start, on Sept. 11, 2001, and has since pirouetted 
through wars and social networking, a roller-coaster economy 
and the election of the first black U.S. president. 
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Elysees in Paris on July 24 after winning his seventh s 
winning seven consecutive Tours from 1999-2005, At 
ated the previous record of five victories, but also tra 
kiss of life to the legendary race that had nearly overdo 
raised the bar on the definition of “exceptional.” 2OO6: 
gets a red card from referee Horacio Elizondo on July $ 
Marco Materazzi in the chest during extra time in the fin. 
between Italy and France in the Olympic Stadium in E 
Zidane won the Golden Ball award for the best player ir 
The San Francisco Giants’ Barry Bonds hits his 756th 

Aaron’s career mark, In the fifth inning Aug. 7 against - 
in San Francisco. 2008: American Michael Phelps sv 
he wins Olympic gold in the men’s 200-meter butterfly c 
eight golds in the Beijing Games surpassed Mark Spit. 
1972. 2009: Serena Williams yells after losing a poi 
their semifinal match in the U.S. Open on Sept. 12. W 
her racket at a line judge who called a foot fault near t 
tirade cost Williams the match, as she was given a poir 
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traight Tour de France. In 
‘mstrong not only obliter- 
nsformed cycling, gave a 
sed on drug scandals and 
-France’s Zinedine Zidane 
. after head-butting Italy’s 
al of the soccer World Cup 
erlin. Italy won 5-3, and 
1 the tournament. 2007: 
home run, breaking Hank 
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Horoscope 


Venus and Saturn are at odds, 
though the goddess of love is getting 
along famously with her old friend 
Pluto. Relationships change with the 
seasons. Time can be kind to our ties, 
or it can be rough on them, but it will 
have an effect either way. Befriend 
the idea that things change 
and they will be more likely 
to change in your favor. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 28). This year you 
will be so brave that you will 
be willing to take several 
risks in order to honor your 
heart’s desire. Start right 
away. The next four weeks 
present the chance to pro- 
vide a needed service and 
make money while you help 
others. You'll get around in 
style thanks to friends and 
lifestyle upgrades in the spring. Scor- 
pio and Taurus people adore you. 
Lucky numbers are: 27, 4, 33, 15 and 
17, ARIES (March 21-April 19). You 
are experiencing some turmoil in your 
relationship. As Shakespeare said, 
“The course of true love never did run 
smooth.” The journey is most of the joy 
and all of the challenge. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
This will be a quiet day and an ideal 
time to do an inventory check on your 
emotions. You have been giving a lot 
lately — to your work, to your friends 
— and that kind of effort can only go 
on so long without a recharge. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
Few things are more valuable to you 
than a kept promise. Unfortunately, 
not everyone is into keeping his word 
sacred. But don’t worry. If you are let 
down, someone will make it up to you 
very shortly. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
You are often the funniest person in 
your group, but when you get with an- 
other funny type, that’s when the real 
magic happens. You'll play well off of 
each other's wit. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You've 
come a long way, and you still have 
a long way to go. Fortunately, you 
know how to pace yourself. Keep 
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steady. Your association with an earth 
sign (Taurus, Virgo or Capricorn) will 
help. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In 
times of crisis or extreme business, you 
tend to take on extra work in order to 
make it easier for other people. Some- 
times you are recognized for this self- 
sacrifice, and sometimes not. This time 
you will be. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). It's a wool- 
sweater-and-herbal-tea 
sort of day for you. You 
feel cozy inside, and 
connecting with people 
will add to the mood. A 
long conversation with a 
friend will be particularly 
pleasant. 


SCORPIO —_ (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Some 
view the world as an 
epic competition; some 
see it as an enormous cooperative ef- 
fort. You see it as both today, and this 
helps you make a new friend and also 
win a victory at work. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). The routine is nice but not quite 
enough to fulfill you. Add something 
creative to the mix — write a journal 
entry or make a batch of homemade 
cookies. You'll be extremely pleased 
with the results. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). Your business acumen is usually 
sharp, but today it feels a little off. 
Avoid making any big decisions with 
lasting consequences, and if you can, 
take the day off. You're due for some 
personal time anyway. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Where children gather, fun is soon to 
be had. This explains your love of little 
people and your anticipation of an 
up-and-coming engagement where 
you'll see many of them. They love 
you and you them. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
There is an undeniable spark of mis- 
chief dancing in your eyes. You are 
capable of anything today. Let loose, 
being sure that the trouble you stir up 
is strictly purposed to entertain and 
amuse. 
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wAND NOW YOU'RE 
GOING TO INTERVIEW A 
DEMON CALLED LA LLOKONA 
WHO STEALS THE SOULE 
OF THE CITY'S CHILDREN? 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 
THAT'S ABSURD. 


OR THAT YOU AND 
YOUR THERAPIGT ARE STUCK 
iN MEXICO, WHERE WE 
WERE KIDNAPPED, 
CHASED BY WOLVES, HAD 
TEA WITH THE MOST 
BRUTAL DRUG CARTEL 
BOSE IN JUAREZ... 
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CQ YBO OHK-OQBEQCBT. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: SCI-FI MOVIE ABOUT A 
WORLD WHERE EVERYBODY MUST DRESS UP 
IN CURTAINS: “PLANET OF THE DRAPES.” 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals S 


PR WORKING 
oie ON MY 


Praduchens dre. 





Better or Worse 
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Supermarket treated like a buffet 


Dear Abby: I work for super- 
markets as a merchandiser, and a 
day doesn’t go by when I don’t see 
customers eat food they have not 
yet purchased while they shop. 

I was taught as achild that items 
in a supermarket are not yours to 
consume until they are 
first paid for at the reg- 
ister. A supermarket is 
not a restaurant! You 
pay for the food before 
you eat it. 

I am sure many 
people “forget” they 
handed their child a 
muffin from the bak- 
ery display to keep him 
or her occupied while 
they shop. And how 
can a store weigh the 
grapes you ate while 
browsing in the aisles? 
This is stealing, and parents send 
the wrong message to their chil- 
dren by letting them graze on the 
products the store is selling. 

By the way, employees are not 
allowed to say anything to cus- 
tomers when they see it happen. 


Dear Abby 





This practice not only keeps pric- 
es higher, but also is unhygienic. 
Shopping carts are filthy; they 
are rarely cleaned. Pushing a 
cart and eating a cookie is a per- 
fect way to pick up a serious food- 
borne illness. 

Abby, what are 
your thoughts on the 
subject? 

— Supermarket 
Merchandiser 
in New York 

Dear S.M.: They’re 
the same as_ yours. 
Children learn more 
from the examples set 
by the adults in their 
lives than from what 
they are told. When 
they see their parents 
bend the rules, they 
grow up thinking it’s 
normal. And by the way, this ap- 
plies not only to what we do, but 
also to our sins of omission. 


Dear Abby: This year was 
awful. One of my friends shot 
himself. A few weeks ago a class- 
mate hit a young man, and the 


guy died. Now I have just learned 
that yesterday another classmate 
was killed in a car crash. 

All I want to do is hide in my 
room. I’m scared of what is hap- 
pening. Who are we going to lose 
next? Please tell me how to han- 
dle this. 

— Scared in Pennsylvania 

Dear Scared: When deaths hap- 
pen with no warning, it is shock- 
ing and scary, and you have had 
more than your share. When trag- 
edies such as you have described 
happen during the school year, 
many schools invite grief coun- 
selors to come and talk with the 
students, which can be helpful. If 
that hasn’t happened where you 
live, it would be a good idea for 
you and some of your friends to 
discuss your feelings with a cler- 
gyperson or another trusted adult 
who can guide you through the 
normal emotions people experi- 
ence during the grieving process. 


Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 



































Pearls Before Swine 






Pale 





overthehedge. co 


nr ce 


Pardon My Planet Over The Hedge 


WHAT HAPPENED TO \ ITS TusT |: WHAT OKAY. FINE. ONE WEED. 
OUR LAWN? ARE YOU JA NGW TYPE |; i BUT TEGHNIGAULY, 
TRING To GROW WEEDS? } OF LAWN |: YOURE STILL WRONG 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD HAS / THAT GROWS |: BECAUSE THEN I'M 
RULES ABOUT LAWN / TAUL..(T [2 

. DOESNT HAVE|; 
ANY WEEDS. [5 
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WAIT,..PIDN’T 
WE ALREADY DO 
Seale NEW YEAR 

GAGS TWO 
WEEKS AGO? 
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SURE, THE NEW MOAT WILL KEEP OUT 
MARAUDING BANDS OF HUNS AND 
VISIGOTHS, BUT WON'T IT ALSO KEEP 
OUT THE CABLE TV GUY? 
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WITH IT P 
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DATES MIXED Up. 


HOW CAN 
THAT 
HAPPEN? 
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THAT'S ONE STRICT 
VAWN GARE RULE. 
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L JUST CANT GET 
USED TO THE IPEA OF 
WINNING BY GOING 
BANKRUPT, 






ISN'T AT ALITTLE EARLY IN THE 
MORNING FOR JELL-O SHOTS? 


IT'S HAPPY 
HOUR 
SOMEWHERE. 























CAUGHT IN A 
NoR- EASTER 
TAAT SENT You 
CRDSHING ON, 


y [ PLANED FAK 
THE CELT (CS P 


Monday, December 28, 2009 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
WINES by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Al 


Watch out for 


the mailbox 





ed hed 
©2009 Trioune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


WHEN DAD GAVE HIS 

TEENAGER A DRIVING 

LESSON, IT TURNED 
INTO--- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
poets by the above cartoon. 


“7 YoY YON? oN ONO TY 
A: A 
DN AN_AN AN ANN 


(Answers bree 


NEW BIBLE Jumble Books Go To: http:/Avyww.tyndale.com/jumble/ 





Saturday's : Jumbles: HOIST DOUGH SPLEEN GENTRY 
Answer: How the trumpet player managed to join the 
exclusive gathering — HE “HORNED” IN 
Speed Bump 


02009 | SL. ceertols 
REED OUMP.COM 
in- 2h 


| DUNNO... | HAVE 
A FUNNY FECLING 
ABOUT OUR New 
NAGHBOR. 














WERE HAPPY ov COULD 
Join Ug TonanT? 
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Monday, December 28, 2009 


“STARS AND STRIPES® 


AFN Television Schedule 


Updated sports listings are available on AFN’s Web site at www.myafn.net 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2009 
AFN/prime Atlantic AFN/family AFN/movie AFN/news AFN/prime Pacific PENTAGON AFN/spectrum AFN/sports AFN/xtra 
15:00 | Washington Week (2:30) Movie “Felicity: An | Movie “The Black Candle” | Geraldo at Large Survivor: Samoa Recon Revisited Terminator: The Sarah SportsCenter FIM Racing From Magny- 
15:30 House Call American Girl Adventure” | (2008, Documentary) Nar- The American Veteran Connor Chronicles Cours, France. 
16:00 | Entertainers Be the Creature “Baboon” rated by Maya Angelou. Newsroom Fit For Duty Heroes Claire tries to take SportsCenter NFL Total Access 
16:30 (:25) Movie “The Body- Battleground down her first villain. 
17:00 [Saddleback Christmas | SpongeBob SquarePants ‘pha etd te FOX Report (:10) Survivor: Samoa _| Week-Pentagon King of the Hill College Football Meineke | NHL Hockey Ottawa Sena- 
17:30 _| PONTE _The Faily OddParents | ston, A bodyguard fal | Army Newmometch_[That 708 Stew tara Phsbugh. (the HSRC Arona Bull, 
18:00 | Love Worth Finding America’s Funniest Home for the singer-actress he | Newsroom The Chris Matthews Show) The Grill Sergeants The King of Queens From Charlotte. N.C N.Y. (Same-day Tape) 
18:30 | Crossing the Goal Videos must protect. ESPNEWS USARU This Week Everybody-Raymond 
19:00 | Austin City Limits Movie “Blades of Glory” | Glenn Beck 20/20 Recon Supernanny “James 
19:30 (2007, Comedy) Will Ferrell, FNG Useful benefits. Family” College Football Little 
Jon Heder. Rival male skat- i m ce Mi imi sade “Tae! Caesars Pizza Bowl -- Mar- 
20:00 /MotorWeek The Secret Life of the ers compete as a pair CNN Sunday Movie “The Black Candle”) Today’s Air Force Criminal Minds “Zoe's SportsCenter hall vs, Ohio. Etom Detroi 
20:30 | At the Movies American Teenager (2008, Documentary) Nar- | Fit For Duty Reprise” s eed, tr 2) etrott. 
21:00 _| Digging for the Truth Friday Night Lights (8:50) Movie “Crank” FOX and Friends Sunday rated by Maya Angelou. Battleground Burn Notice “End Run” _—_| College Football Emerald ( ees 
21:30 “Backfire” (2006, Action) Jason Sta- Everybody Hates Chris Recon Revisited Bowl -- Boston College VS. 
29:00 Battle 360 ‘Call to Duty” Touched by an Angel__—-{"'4™, Amy Smart. Today Headline News Week-Pentagon Seinfeld USC. From San Francisco. 
22:30 “With God as My Witness” Movie “Casino Royale” Saturday Night Live The Grill Sergeants Friends 
23:00 | Survivor: Samoa 7th Heaven “Why Not Me?” (2006, Action) Daniel Craig, CBS News Sunday Around the Services 30 Days “Straight Man in a NBA Basketball: Hornets 
93:30 Eva Green, Mads Mikkelsen.) Morning Around the Gervices Gay World” at Bulls 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2009 
00:00 (11:00) Survivor: Samoa_| America’s Funniest Home | (10:30) Movie “Casino Royale” | CBS News Sunday Morning) Comics Unleashed Around the Services Without aTrace “All for | SportsCenter (11:00) NBA Basketball 
00:30 Videos (2006, Action) Daniel Craig. Face the Nation Two and a Half Men Around the Services ne" New Orleans Hornets at 
1:00 —(:10) Survivor: Samoa (:15) Movie “The Mummy” | This Week With George = NCIS Two members of the Around the Services 24 “Day 7: 8:00AM - 9:00AM/| NFL Countdown Chicago Bulls. (Taped) 
1:30 (1999, Adventure) Brendan | Stephanopoulos team are sent to Iraq. Fit For Duty Day 7: 9:00AM - 10:00AM” NBA Action 
2:00 _‘| Sports The Secret Life of the Ameri- nn oT Meet the Press Life A gas explosion vapor- | The Benning Report Dexter “Shrink Wrap” Sports 
2:30 can Teenager “Maybe Baby revenge for a 3,000-year- izes half of a man’s torso. | The Grill Sergeants 
3:00 _| NFL Football Friday Night Lights old curse. America’s News HQ 20/20 Freestyle Iraq NUMB3RS “Contenders” _ NFL Football NFL Football Teams TBA. 
3:30 “Backfire” Movie “Blades of Glory” VA News 
4:00 Touched by an Angel _| (2007, Comedy) Will Fer-_ | Amanpour. Movie “The Black Candle” | Balad and Beyond Seinfeld 
4:30 “With God as My Witness” | Fell, Jon Heder, Will Arnett. (2008, Documentary) Nar- [FENG Useful benefits. Friends 
Rival male skaters compete rated by Maya Angelou. 
5:00 Teletubbies as a pair. Your Money Battleground Namaste Yoga 
5:30 Rolie Polie Olie (:20) Movie “Crank” (2006, Everybody Hates Chris / Today’s Air Force Total Body Sculpt With Gilad 
6:00 _ NFL Football Sesame Street Action) Jason Statham, Amy | America’s News HQ Good Morning America | Recon Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives NFL Football NFL Football Teams TBA. 
6:30 Smart, Jose Pablo Cantilo The American Veteran _ Paula’s Home Cooking 
7:00 Bear in the Big Blue House} Entertainers Fareed Zakaria GPS This Week With George | USARJ This Week E! News Entertainment news. 
7:30 Raggs Stephanopoulos The Grill Sergeants The Daily 10 
8:00 Dora the Explorer Maltin’s Secret’s Out FOX News Sunday With | Sesame Street This Week in the Pentagon | ER “Sea Change” 
8:30 Ni Hao, Kai-lan Entertainment Tonight _| Chris Wallace Army Newswatch 
9:00 NHL Hockey Nashville Johnny and the Sprites | Movie “Sabrina” (1995) | FOX Report The View Fit For Duty Army Wives “After Birth” | Football Night in America | SportsCenter 
9:30 Predators at Chicago Hi-5 “Fantasy Games” Harrison Ford, Julia Around the Services 
10:00. Plackhawks. From the Unit: “een and Big Wide Ormond. A chauffeurs State of the Union With Dr. Phil Grey’s Anatomy ‘Now or _(:15) NFL Football Dallas 
ed Center in Chicago. (Live) daughter awakens love in a 5 
10:30 Super Why! ‘Little Bo Peep”| rich workaholic. John King Never Cowboys at Washington [College Football Gaylord 
11:00 The Backyardigans Royal (:10) Movie“S.W.AT.” Hannity The Dr. Oz Show Fit For Duty Judge Judy Recstins. From re’eX Hotels Music City Bow 
: nights. ction) Samue ; 7 
11:30 NFL Gameday knights (2003, Action) Samuel FNG Useful benefits. | Judge Alex (Live acm (Soa Tamm tive 
12:00 Hannah Montana Mitel Fodrgues A Los Newsroom Access Hollywood This Week in the Pentagon CSI: Crime Scene Investi- a 
12:30 |The Blitz Hannah Montana Angeles SWAT team must The King of Queens Fit For Duty gation “Felonious Monk 
13:00 | This Week Hannah Montana protect a criminal. Huckabee The Young and the Rest- | Battleground Challenge (:15) The Blitz 
13:30 Hannah Montana (:25) Movie “An Unexpected less EXchange on Air The Blitz 
14:00 Meet the Press Hannah Montana Life” (1998, Drama) Stockard) Larry King Live General Hospital Briefing Encore Emeril Live SportsCenter ESPNEWS 
14:30 Hannah Montana Channing, Stephen Collins. Downrange ESPNEWS 
15:00 Wall Street Journal Report] Amer. Funniest Home Videos | (:10) Movie “Police Acad- | 60 Minutes Days of our Lives FNG Useful benefits. Designers’ Challenge NFL Gameday 
15:30 |ESPNEWS Planet’s Funniest Animals| emy” (1984) Steve Gut- Recon The Soup SportsCenter 
16:00 Sesame Street (3:50) Pokémon tenberg. A police academy | ¢ate of the Union The pres-| Oprah Winfrey Fit For Duty MythBusters “Hurricane NFL Football Teams TBA. 
opens its doors to some i: i 
16:30 (:40) Zatch Bell motley misfits. ident addresses Congress. Battleground Windows 
17:00 |The View (:05) The Fairly OddParents| Inside the Actors Studio | This Week in the Pentagon Wheel of Fortune Tour of Duty King of the Hill “Traffic Jam’ | Sports Sports 
17:30 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles | Danny DeVito" Up to the Minute Jeopardy! This Week in the Pentagon | That ’70s Show 
18:00 Dr. Phil SpongeBob SquarePants | Entertainment Tonight Wall Street Journal Report! Freestyle Iraq Two and a Half Men 
18:30 Hannah Montana Face the Nation Around the Services Downrange Two and a Half Men 
19:00 |The Dr. Oz Show iCarly “iHurt Lewbert” Movie “Oliver Twist” Newsroom 60 Minutes EXchange on Air Eureka “Best in Faux” WWE SmackDown! 
19:30 Suite Life of Zack & Cody | (2005, Drama) Ben King- Army Newswatch 
20:00 (Access Hollywood Smallville “Gemini” ciel eat a Fox and Friends First Drop Dead Diva “The “F” | Briefing Encore Warehouse 13 “Duped” 
20:30 _ The King of Queens a gang of thieves in old nod Fit For Duty Myka Is trapped. 
21:00 |The Young and the Rest- | Friday Night Lights “Let's | London. Today The Jay Leno Show Battleground Fringe A scientific engineered Shaq Vs. 
21:30 | less Get It On” (:25) Movie “Four Christmas- Recon animal attacks Charlie. 
22:00 | General Hospital Degrassi: Next Generation| €S” (2008) Vince Vaughn, Reese | Today Pacific Report This Week in the Pentagon| Seinfeld ‘The Pie” The CollegeHumor Show 
22:30 Strange Days-Blake Holsey Witherspoon, Robert Duval The Tonight Show With —_| The Grill Sergeants Friends How’s Your News? 
23:00 _| Days of our Lives 7th Heaven “Gratitude” —_ | (:10) Movie “Unbreakable” | America’s Newsroom Conan O’Brien Briefing Encore Two and a Half Men Sports Comedy Central Presents 
23:30 (2000, Suspense) Bruce Willis. Late Show WiLetterman | Recon Revisited Two and a Half Men Premium Blend 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2009 
00:00 | Oprah Winfrey iCarly “iHurt Lewbert” (11:10) Movie “Unbreakable” | Newsroom Late Show W/Letterman _ Today’s Air Force Late Night With Jimmy —_ (11:00) Sports NFL Football 
00:30 Suite Life of Zack & Cody (2000, Suspense) Bruce Willis. The Late Late Show With | Downrange Fallon 
1:00 | Wheel of Fortune Smallville “Gemini” (:10) Movie “All the Right | MSNBC Live Craig Ferguson Pacific Report Criminal Minds “About 
1:30 | Jeopardy! Moves” (1983) Tom Cruise, Judge Judy Fit For Duty Face" 
2:00 Headline News Friday Night Lights ‘Lets C’#/9 Nelson Coach Fa ening Now Hell’s Kitchen Gordon The Grill Sergeants NCIS “Angel of Death” 
opposes steel-town football / 
2:30 | ATS/AFN Report Get It On heros areank Ramsay selects a winner. | Around the Services 
3:00 60 Minutes Degrassi: Next Generation (2:50) Movie “Oliver Newsroom Downrange Brothers & Sisters Kitty Walk- WWE SmackDown! 
3:30 Strange Days-Blake Holsey Twist” (2005, Drama) Ben All Hands TV er returns home to California. 
4:00 Drop Dead Diva ‘The *F” |7th Heaven “Gratitude” eat Sune i | MSNBC Live Dr. Phil Recon Seinfeld “The Pie” Sports 
4:30 | Word fhievescincld Londen: State Dept Briefing Friends 
5:00 _ The Jay Leno Show Teletubbies “The Helicopter”| (:15) Movie “Four Christ- | Studio BWith Shepard _| Final Score Battleground Namaste Yoga Shaq Vs. 
5:30 Rolie Polie Olie mases” (2008) Vince Vaughn.| Smith Headline News Around the Services Total Body Sculpt With Gilad| College Football Live 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 


Monday, December 28, 2009 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 


Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 


Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 
011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 
229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Free Ad Guidelines: 


+ Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

* All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

* Free ads run for 21days and on a space 
available basis only. 

* Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

«Item prices must be listed. 

* Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 

+ Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 


Email us at: 
Classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Sell it FREE in Stripes 
Classified. 


Address 
Your ad 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Announcements 


Z 
Greg! Man you did it! 
You said you would and now you've earned another 


stripe. I'm so proud of you and wish you mad-success as 
you go forth in your military career. 


Your #1 running dog, 


Jose 


Email Classifieds @ pstripes.osd.mil or 
call DSN 229-3276 


Autos for Sale 141 


Hawaii - 2001 Mercedes Benz 
C240. Silver. Nice rims. Leather 
interior. Everything is electric. 
Sunroof. 6 CD disk changer. 
Automatic. Well kept. Wonderful 
car. Selling for $8,700. Obo. 


mail Monique.sutton@amedd. 
army.mil or Monique.sutton @ us. 
army.mil 





Atsugi - 1994 Toyota Celica, red 
2 door. $1200 obo. Liability 
Insurance Expires: August 21, 
2011, JCI Insurance Expires: 
July 24, 2011. Japanese Inspec- 
tion Due: June 4, 2011. Base 
Inspection Due: May 27, 2011. 
Call Simah or Rebecca, Home: 
264-7800, Simah_ Cell 
08035880127 





Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 2004 
Subaru. -Black No JCI until 
September 2011, automatic, 5 
disc CD changer, custom lights, 
partial leather interior. $3,000 
Please call 0178-56-5403 or 
meganmpettit @ hotmail.com 





Yokosuka - 99 Mercedes Benz 
CLK-320 Classic, Silver; Fully 
Loaded; Left Hand Drive; JCI 
and Base Inspection; Available 
Now. $18,000.00 OBO edquiva- 
lent. Call Old School at 
080-5678-0467 or email: 
blismn @ yahoo.com 


John D. Panasiewicz 
General Manager 





Autos for Sale 141 


Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 
Loaded: Black '93 Nissan Gloria 
- $4000 Payments accepted. 
JCI July 2011 19" deep dish 
Lowenhart rims 4 12" Kenwood 
subs, 3 Kenwood amps, 2 
Capacitors’, Dynamist trunk kit 
12" flip down monitor 8" in dash 
touch screen monitor connected 
to Windows XP computer with 
80gb hard drive, keyboard, 
external Wi-Fi slot, | tunes, and 
other common windows _pro- 
grams New brakes and spark 
plugs. After market shocks, 
steering wheel, and door speak- 
ers winter tires please email 
nwbeatsjw @ yahoo.com 





Sasebo - 1996 Mitsubishi Jeep 
(J-55). Looks like the old CJ-3B 
Jeeps with modern drive train. 
Reliable 2.7 L intercooled Turbo 
Diesel. Sharp hunter green paint 
with Cream soft top. New 30" 
BFG Mud Terrains on Crager 
Rims. 48K on odometer (30K 
miles). $7000.00 OBO. email 
davidhumbrecht@ gmail.com for 
pics or info. Daytime phone 
252-2849. 


Advertising Manager 


Terry M. Wegner 


Accounting Manager 


Lt. Col. Autum C. Whalen 
Commander 


Jack Luersen 
Production Manager 





H. Bryant Pierpont 


Up to 32 words FREE for 


re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Installation 


040 


Get your Happy Ad in Stripes today! 

Want to hook up with an old friend? 

Send your girlfriend a birthday greeting? 

Or congratulate your friend on a recent promotion? 
Whatever the occasion, book your Happy Ad 
today in Stars and Stripes! 


Check out the details: 


1. Email your greeting and digital photo to classifieds @ pstripes.osd.mil. 
2. Stars and Stripes reserves the right to edit or reject any Happy Ad. 


3. A one-time $35 fee for each ad must be prepaid prior to publication. 
You may opt to use a credit card or you may visit the nearest Stars 
and Stripes’ circulation office and pay by check. 


www.stripes.com 





Autos for Sale 141 


Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Mark 2 
Turbo. 1JZ-GTE VVti. 5spd, 
19in Work Wheels, Coilover 
Suspension, HKS Intake, Ex- 
haust, ORC Clutch, Tomei LSD, 
Tunned computer, Vertex Body 
Kit and Intercooler. Extras inclu- 
ded. Excellent condition in and 
out, Tags good till mid 2011. 
$12,500. 090-8008-2478 Email 
mkivpwr @ cox.net. 





Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Nadia, 
4-door grey hatchback, 4-cyl 
automatic, 93000km, 
AM/FM/CD/TV/navigation — sys- 
tem , p wer 
steering/locks/windows/ mirrors, 
JCI Apr 2011, reliable, good 
condition, $2800 OBO. Ted, 
243-7667 days, 090-6505-0046 
even iongos 
satoshaw1 @yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1993 Subaru 
Legacy Wagon Dark green 1993 
Subaru Wagon with 99,097km, 
has two sunroofs, A/C & heat, 
CD, automatic windows/locks. 
JCI due in Feb 2010. Asking 
600 OBO Contact Mike @ 
214-261-6421 or email for addi- 
tional pictures/info 











Autos for Sale 141 
Yokota, Japan - '00 Mercedes- 
Benz C200 WG _ Mileage: 


62,000km Body type: Station 
Wagon (W202) EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas 
Transmission:5 Speed AT Drive 
Train Type: RDW Exterior: Dark 
Blue Metallic Interior: Gray X 
Blue Others:2-front and both 
side air bag, ABS, ESP, Elec- 
tronic key w/Immobilizer, 17inch 
AW, LED Turn Signal Mirror 
Include: Maintenance for First 
Inspection, Domestic Transpor- 
tation, and Sales Tax included 
Asking 499,000 yen. Please 
emai | Dennis 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - 1992 Honda 
Civic Hatchback My wife and | is 
PCS'ing soon so this has to go. 
AT, A/C (needs recharged), PW, 
PL, power mirrors. | put an 
alpine stereo and Kenwood 
speakers in it last year. | also 
put new tires on it last year and 
got new JCI this year. The 
outside looks good except for a 
little bit of damage to the 
passenger side mirror. A pass- 
ing car hit it when it was driving 
by, but it's not too bad. This car 
has been very reliable, great on 
gas, and has never given us a 
problem. Asking $900. Please 
email gsx_tcy@hotmail.com or 
call 090-6038-8465 
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Announcements 


040 


Individuals placing classified 
advertising should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their property. 
Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


STRIPES. 


www-.stripes.com 
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Yokota, Japan - 1995 Toyota 
Exiv 4 door 6cylinder 4door 
automatic Pw PI CD Keyless 
entry folding rear _ seats 
129500km Ac and heat. Car 
runs great no leaks. Outside 
scratched up a bit. JCI due Feb 
2010 will need new tires and 
starter acts up from time to time 
other than that everything works 
great $350. Asking $350 Please 

i | 


Autos for Sale 


e m a i 
mxcr2502000 @ yahoo.com 
Dave 





Yokota, Japan - 1997 Toyota 
Lucida Van Very dependable 
family vehicle. Automatic 
w/overdrive, AM/FM CD, TV & 
Navigation Front pop-up moon 
roof, rear power sunroof w/roof 
rack and rear spoiler. Comforta- 
bly seat 7 passengers. Front & 
rear AC. JCI until October 2010. 
Asking $2800, Please email 
jryram@gmail.com or call 
090-6630-9557 


Yokota, Japan - 1998 Nissan 
Avenir AWD Station Wagon for 
sale w/ sr20 engine. Clean 
inside and out has 59,000km 
low miles JCI, inspection is good 
until June 2011, paid road tax 
this year everything is up to 
date. Bi annual tune ups, has 
normal dings and scratches runs 
well, new rear tires. After market 
Kenwood CD player all there is 
to do is transfer title, asking 
$2,000 also willing to trade for a 
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Yokota, Japan - 2000 Toyota 
Vitz Description Model Year: 
2000 Mileage: 76,000km Body 
type: 4-Door Hatchback 500 
Plate Automatic Transmission 
Exterior: Pink Interior: Gray 
Keyless Entry, New tires March 
2009 JCI good through March 
2011 Gets Excellent gas 
mileage! Asking $2500 Please 
email skidodgers@ yahoo.com 
or call 646-957-9391 


Yokota, Japan - 2004 Toyota 
Voxy JCI until Sep 2011 81627 
Km (about 50800 Miles) 3 Row 
seating for 7 and 5 Doors for 
ease of access 
AM/FM/CD/MD/HDD/Navigation 
Rearview Camera Tires j 
replaced In May | 
complete check at Toyo pet to 
ensure it's in good working 
order. JCI just performed in 
September. (Due Sep 2011) 
This is a GREAT van that | hate 
to sell. My loss is a gain for 
someone else. This is the 
perfect vehicle for a family that 
is in need of a reliable vehicle 
with lots of space. Similar 
vehicles are selling in the local 
area for over 1,300,000 yen. 
Asking $ $9500 Please Jim 
080-6758-9769 


Yokota, Japan - 95 Purple 
Honda Inspire Need to sell b4 
31 Dec. Currently on lemon lot. 
Call for test drive. JCI expires 
March 2011. Asking $1600 OBO 


Autos for Sale 











sedan or a 2 door vehicle. If | Please email eboni. 
interested pls. call 241-2392 | scott@us.af.mil or call 
Thanks 090-6316-7422 

Yokota, Japan - 94 Toyota | Yokota, Japan - Mitsubishi FTO 


Camry PCS Sale 82,700 kilome- 
ters drives like new... excellent 
gas mileage can be seen at the 
lemon lot Call for details. 
1-702-946-6078 Roger 


TOKYO HEADQUARTERS: 
DSN: 229-3174 
CML: (03) 6385-3174 


KOREA: 
Yongsan DSN: 721-7140 
Osan DSN: 784-4393 
Taegu DSN: 768-7461 
Pusan DSN: 763-3787 
Kunsan DSN: 782-743] 





Nice car, but | need to purchase 
a van. JCI until Aug. 2011 
asking $1750 Please email 
fairfit@ aol.com or call 
090-9787-8770 


EMARKETING: 
marketing@ pstripes.osd.mil 
DSN: 229-3149; CML (03) 6385-3149 
DSN FAX: 229-3132 


OKINAWA: 
DSN: 645-2010 
CML: (098) 893-0292 
FAX DSN: 645-7297 
CML: (098)892-0995 
GUAM: 
CML: (671) 632-1003 
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Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - '96 Toyota 
Curren JCI exp Jan 2012 $2000 
JCI exp. Jan 2012 Automatic 
Engine Start (works from 9th 
floor of tower) 2 Dr Excellent 
Heater COLD A/C PW PS PL 
Too much to _ list! New 
Battery/Tires Runs excellent. 
Asking $2000 Call for Test Drive 
080-3019-5299/042-553-5496 
available Jan. 13TH 





Yokota, Japan - '97 Honda 
Step-wagon Mileage: 91,800km 
Body type: VAN EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas Transmis- 
sion: 4 Speed AT (Column Shift) 
Drive Train Type: 2WD Exterior: 
Metallic Lavender Interior: Gray 
Others: P S, PW, For 7 
passenger, Non-smoking/Clean 
car Maintenance for First In- 
spection, Domestic Transporta- 
tion, Sales Tax and JCI inclu- 
ded. Asking ¥229,000 Please 
e m a i I 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 
call 090-7440-6346 Dennis 


or 





Yokota, Japan - '98 Nissan 
Prarie 110K, 4 doors with hatch 
back. Three row seating. This 
van runs great and has JCI until 
June 2011! The rear passenger 
doors are both sliding and 
windows are fully functional, CD 
player. Real clean JCI expires 
June 2011. Asking $1700. 
Please email jbwalt@ gmail.com 
or call 240-845-5317 





Zama, Japan - 96 Toyota 
Estima - good condition, 88,900 
KM. JCI expires July 2011. Call 
263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 





Zama, Japan - 98 Honda 
Accord. 85,800 KM. JCI expires 
August 2011. $800.00 OBO. 
Call 263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 





a 
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Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - Nissan Gloria 
Brougham w/VIP Trim Level - 
Fully loaded. Lots of power.-V6 
Turbo Automatic-Power switch 
(choices: normal, power, snow) 
AM/FM Cassette Tape, CD 
Changer, TV & Navigation-Front 
& Rear AC-Rear controls for AC 
& Entertainment system-Power 
reclining back seats-Keyless en- 
try with remote-Lowered 
Suspension-Original Admiration 
Aero” Kit-Super White HID 
system-Fog _ lights-Cornering 
lights-Power telescoping steer- 
ing wheel-Cruise — Control- 
Exhaust System-18" Deep dish 
wheels with polish lip Very 
smooth, but yet powerful smooth 
drive. Any reasonable offer will 
be considered. Call me anytime 
for a test drive. JCI until March 
2011. Asking $3800 OBO. 
Please email jryram @ gmail.com 
or call 090-6630-9557 Jerry 


Motorcycles 164 


Yokota, Japan - 2004 Honda 
CBR 600RR Some upgrades 2 
Brothers Exhaust, Double bub- 
ble Windscreen By Pruig, Rear 
sets, Red devil eyes w/ toggle 
switch not shown new Red 
Chain Driven Racing Rear and 
Front sprocket powder black 
Recently removed fairing decals 
L/R good first bike JCI expire 
2010. Asking $8000 OBO 
Please emai | 
trony800 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Out Standing 
Honda 400 Super 4 Great first 
time Bike for new riders in 
Japan. You have to have a 400 
CC for the first year anyways. | 
am about to upgrade. So | want 
to sell this one. Runs, outstand- 
ing, | have taken it on many 
weekend drives with no prob- 
lems. New tires and some small 
parts details of the bike will be 
given when | show you. | have 
had it for almost a year now. If 
interested please contact me. 
JCI until 2011 asking $2000. 
Please emai | 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 
call 090-7440-6346 


Motorcycles Wanted165 


Yokota, Japan - Want to buy: 
400CC Sport bike looking for a 
400CC sport bike in fair to good 
condition. Negotiable, Please 
call 08035380545 Alexander 
Barnes 

ee 


Baby Items 200 


Yokota, Japan - Maclaren Quest 
stroller Charcoal and Pink Ma- 
claren stroller, purchase Spring 
2008 for $225 Lightly used, it 
has been in storage for the last 
6 months and has _ suffered 
some dirt build-up as a result. 
Other than that, it is perfect. 
Asking $50 Please email 
cjaahanna@ yahoo.com Jessica 








Zama/sha - looking to buy baby 
items/ baby gear for decent 
price. Please contact Patricia 
Wittsell at 267-6329 or email at 
puertobaby87 @ yahoo.com 
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Baby Items 200 


Yokota, Japan - Kid-dopotamus 
Snuzzler Complete Head and 
Body Support Give Baby proper 
head, neck, and back support 
during car rides with the comfy 
padding Features an adjustable, 
detachable head support that 
adds luxurious comfort to any 
infant seat , Fits in car seats, 
strollers, bouncy seats, swings, 
and joggers, Made of polyester, 
Machine washable (Never used. 
Kind of forgot | had it.) Orig. 
price: $20 Asking price: $15 
Please email 
babyvalerie14@yahoo.com — or 
call +12108814414 





Yokota, Japan - Prince Lion 
heart Ultimate Wipes Warmer 
On a chilly winter's morning you 
don't want to startle poor baby 
with an ice-cold wipe on his 
warm little bottom. The Prince 
Lion heart Ultimate Wipes 
Warmer keeps the wipes at a 
comfortable temperature, mak- 
ing changing little ones a bit 
more pleasant for both of you. 
The tub is molded with an EPA 
approved additive to inhibit 
growth of micro organisms that 
cause odor and mildew. Keeps 
wipes moist, Ever- fresh pillow 


insulates wipes, preventing 
browning, large tub holds all 
standard refill packs for the 
Prince Lion heart Ultimate 


Wipes Warmer, Quick push 
button action, Auto lid for instant 
access to pop up wipes (This is 
slightly used. So you can still 
use the pillow that keeps the 
wipes moist. Asking $20 Please 
+12108814414 Valerie or email 
babyvalerie14 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Wooden Baby 
Crib w/steel bed frame Light 
grain wood baby crib w/ 3 height 
adjustments. 8years old, but in 
excellent condition Mattress is in 
good condition. Purchased from 
BX in 2001 Email or call Ken or 
Grace at 210-881-4373. Asking 
$100 OBO 


Bicycles 220 


Atsugi - Cannondale Super V 
900 Mountain Bike for sale 
$1500. Specialized FSR Moun- 
tain Bike $1200. Both bikes are 
in Outstanding Condition. Leav- 
ing Japan 11 Dec so must sale 
at this low price. Call Tim at 
08058963260. 





Yokosuka - Road bicycle 4 sale. 
60Cm Motobecane Le Cham- 
pion Team. KinesiumSL Frame 
Full Ritchey and Dura-Ace com- 
ponents. $1000 OBO. Tom @ 
DSN 243-4672, 046-849-6580 


Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Algebra and 
Trigonometry Third Edition This 
book's author is Beecher, Pena, 
and Bittinger. This book is in 
great condition. If you have any 
further questions, please let me 
know. Asking $80 OBO Please 
email 090-6701-6316 





Yokota, Japan - Biol101 biology: 
concepts & appl. w/o physiology 
7th'08$60; hrnm300 human re- 
source management 
12thed.$70; MGST 198d a851 - 
the U.S. stock market, random 
walk down wall street $10, Geol 
100- physical geology $45. 
Emai | me @ 
rainbow84in954 @ yahoo.com 





Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Communicating 
(A social, career and cultural 
focus) the authors of this book 
are BARCO, Wolvin, and Wol- 
vin. This book is in like new 
condition. If you have any 
further questions, please let me 
know. Asking $70 OBO Please 
e m a i I 
mrmomoney2003@msn.com or 
call 305-537-5241 


Yokota, Japan - Introductory to 
Computers the authors of this 
book are Alan Evans, Kendall 
Martin, and Mary Anne Patsy. 
This book is like new condition. 
If you have any other questions, 
please let me know. Thank you 
and Happy Holidays! Asking $60 
Please emai | 
mrmomoney2003@msn.com or 
call 305-537-5241 


Yokota, Japan - Textbook wan- 
ted for UMUC Acct. 220 Funda- 
mental Accounting Principles 
with Best Buy Annual Report By 
John Wild, Barbara Chiappetta, 
Ken Shaw ISBN-13: 
9780077303204 Edition Num- 
ber: 19 Pub. Date: October 2008 
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Compa- 
nies, Negotiable. Please email 
jenniferaswain@ yahoo.com _ or 
call 404-478-4630 


CellularPhones 280 


Germany - Cell phone. Sprint 
HTC Touch Phone $125.00 
Purchased this phone but un- 
able to use it here (no SIM 
card). Phone in AWESOME 
condition, has everything with it... 
previous owner had for less than 
a year and took GREAT care of 
it. | DO know that it is a tri band 
http://www.htc. 
com/www/product/touc —anja- 
nette.arnold @ ramstein.af.mil 


Clothing 320 


Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing - 
Canvas Garment Bags - Cedar 
Panels PCS'ing and have to 
downsize. A set of 2 they are in 








excellent condition. | bought 
them from Bed, Bath, and 
Beyond 2- Garment _ natural 


color canvas Garment Bags w/ 
removable Cedar Panels. | used 
one for storing Winter Coats, & 
the other for winter/summer 
season clothing. You can also 
use it to store suits, dresses, 
large coats, shirts, pants, organ- 
ize a closet! | am selling the set 
of 2 for $25.00 (I paid $25 + 
shipping for just one of them.) If 
not home, please leave a 
message. Please call 
916-473-4488 Thank you. 


Yokota, Japan - real leather 
WWII bomber jacket real leather 
replica WWII bomber jacket 
worn twice, with hood Asking 
$125 Please call David 
09067016316 


Computers 360 


Yokota - 1 TB Lacie Ethernet 
Big Disk Network Hard Drive, 
model 301156u. Unopened box. 
$260.00. BX price is $289.99. 
Please email tnutz @ yahoo.com. 


Furniture 510 


Misawa - TV/Stereo cabinet 
60x55x21, asking $100 or offer. 
29 inch CRT TV, $50. Contact 
Rick Jones 080-3725-1849. 


Yokosuka, Japan - Sleeper 
couch and love seat set - Only 1 
yr old. Sits 5 people and turns to 
bed. Negotiable price. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com — or 
080-4175-4333. 








a 
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Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Bunk bed 
without madras's (doesn't matter 
if it's metal or wood). Please 
e m a i | 
theresebringeland @ hotmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - IKEA High chair 
w/tray GREAT condition! White 
plastic, (can take the legs off 
easily). Tray easily comes on/- 
off, makes it easier to clean it! 
Lap belt including. Blow-up 
cushion (designed for this high 
chair) that u can use when the 
baby needs a little support to sit 
up. Asking $17 Please email 
theresebringeland @ hotmail.com 








Yokota, Japan - Japanese long 
wooden entertainment center 
This item is very nice it's about 7 
feet long, 3-4 ft high, has lots of 
space to put DVD player and 
video game console, DVD and 
other things. | have no room for 
it. Asking $30 Please email 
mailani_4@yahoo.com or call 
9164734514 





Yokota, Japan - Living room 
furniture set 4 Piece black couch 
set willing to sell all for $500 
total. Trying to make room for 
new furniture asking $500 
Please call 314-558-3436 





Yokota, Japan - Love Sac -The 
Big One Black covers on large 
Love Sac: http://www.lovesac. 
com/bigone.asp Use as a 
couch, bed, or extra chair, it is 
amazingly comfortable! Just flip 
it over when it starts getting flat. 
Asking $400 Please email 
cjaahanna@ yahoo.com Jessica 





Yokota, Japan - Selling King 
Size bed Declaration Mattress 
and box spring with frame. 
Asking 500.00 or best offer Call 
080-5015-7399 Asking $500 
Please emai | 
Itva5260@yahoo.com or call 1 
314 735-1005 





Yokota, Japan - Toddler Bed 
Used for about a year. In good 
condition Please call 1-612- 
524-6550 and look for Mike or 
Jem. Asking $65 OBO Please 
email mzillmer@msn.com or call 
090-9105-5707 





Yokota, Japan - Toddler Safety 
Fence and Safety Gates Cus- 
tom assembly toddler safety 
fence with 13 segments (each 
segment 25.5"H x 32"L). See 
photo. 2 Safety Gates pur- 
chased at Joyful Honda (6 
months old) with extenders 35" 
high. Fits halls or doorways 35" - 
44" wide, asking $25.00 for each 
gate and $50.00 fence $90.00 
for all Email or call Ken or Grace 
at 210-881-4373 Asking $90 
Please emai | 
thedoctor69 @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Wooden king 
size bed frame. Solid oak with 
pine supports underneath. 
Used, but good shape nice bed. 
We recently bought new bed- 
room set and have no need for 
it. Asking $100, make offer. 
Mattress and box spring not 
included. Asking $100 OBO 
Please emai | 
notyoume69@msn.com or call 
1-623-734-9663 





Zama - For Sale - Four piece 
leather sectional sofa, brown. 
$500 OBO - Will deliver within 
Kanto Plain area. 090 3697 
0187 


Furniture/Appliances 511 


Yokosuka, Japan - Big Dehu- 
midifier - less than 1 year old. 
Negotiable, $150 OBO. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com or 
080-41 75-4333. 





Furniture/Appliances 511 


Yokosuka, Japan - Conventional 
oven (medium size) and toaster 
oven (small size) - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $200 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 


Yokosuka, Japan - medium 
sized refrigerator - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $150 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com 
080-4175-4333. 


Yokota, Japan - Japanese Sa- 
nyo Washer Used twice | am 
selling this Japanese washer 
made by Sanyo. It is nearly 
brand new. | washed two loads 
of laundry with it since | bought 
it brand new. | have’ two 
washers so | am selling this one 
because | really don't need it. 
This is perfect for those of you 
living off the base and need a 
washer or for any Japanese 
person who would like to buy it. | 
will deliver it to your house as 
well. This washer is 7.0KG 
which is larger than most of 
them you see which are usually 
5.0KG. If you would like to buy it 
please call me and leave a 
message or email me. Asking 
$350 OBO Please email chris_ 





or 








japan0O3@yahoo.com or call 
080-1169-5088 Chris 

Yokota, Japan - PCSiing- 
Honeywell Tower Air Purifier 


PCS'ING and have to downsize 
now. White —color-Honeywell 
Tower Quiet Clean Air Purifier 
w/ Permanent Filter (just vac- 
uum to clean) Filters out smoke, 
dust, pollen, cat dander, mold 
spores, and more. For extra air 
cleaning, there's also an lonizer 
button that you can turn on. 
Please call 916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Sunbeam Mixer 
w 275 watt motor and stand. 
Asking $30 Please 
080-1057-7991 


Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - New Cake Mold 
Nordic Ware Aluminum Bake 
ware Castle Cake Mold Askin 








$10 Please call 7736347740 
Rex 
Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing-all 


sports Lamp for Boy or Girl have 
to downsize now. Excellent 
condition - All Sports Lamp w/ 
Light Oak Base The pull string 
for the lamp to turn on/off is a 
whistle -very cute. The lamp 
shade is actually made of a 
durable canvas. I'm so sorry, | 
do not have pictures. Please call 
to see in person. Priced to go 
now-$30.00 (really nice) If not 
home, please leave a message 
916-473-4488 must go. Thank 
you. 


Home Electronics 570 


Ikego, Japan - 42" Sony Plasma 
TV, 5.1 Sony sound system, 
Sony DVD player, Busch Home 
entertainment center with 
matching towers. | paid over 
$3,800, only asking $1,300 
OBO. Only selling as a bundle. 
Buyer must pick up. 246-5935 or 
08056732478 ask for Dan. If not 
home leave a message. 





Yokosuka, Japan - SHARP 
AQUOS LCD HDTV 46in - less 
than 1 year old. Negotiable, 
$600 OBO. Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 


Yokota, Japan - Entertainment 
center w/ big screen TV 5000bo 
Please email 
heavenlycm @ yahoo.com or call 
6013262447 Celeste 








Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 36" JVC TV 36 
inch CRT TV. Works great but 
upgrading to a LCD asking, 
$100 OBO Please’ email 
bigmac @tokyo.email.ne.jo or 
call 080-1057-7991 





Yokota, Japan - 42" Panasonic 
TV This is a real nice TV. | have 
no more use for it because | just 
bought two new TV'S and have 
no more space for this one. The 
TV is in perfect condition and | 
bought a little over a year ago 
but rarely turned it on. | live in 
off base and my apartment is 
small so this TV was too large 
for the space | have. Please call 
me on my cell phone and leave 
a message if | don't answer. 
Also feel free to email me. 
Asking $550 Please email chris_ 





japan0O3@yahoo.com or call 
080-1169-5088 
Yokota, Japan - Canon GL2 


presumes camcorder outstand- 
ing professional quality video 
camera built in stereo Mic., hot 
shoe for more mics. Or accesso- 
ry, manual audio control, man- 
ual exposure control, many 
features. Available steady cam 
for camera as well at an 
additional price comes with hard 
case, remote, charger, battery, 
and 2 brand new tapes, Wire- 
less lavaliere microphone also 
available Asking $850 Please 
email grant@flsimages.com or 
call 080-3755-3434 





Yokota, Japan - iPod Classic 
80GB black just received in the 
mail 3months after ordering from 
Amazon. So | already went and 
bought another one. Basically 
brand new. Few minor scuffs on 
back silver part; none on screen 
(has a screen protector). In- 
cludes box, earphones (new) 
and USB cable Also has a hard 
case (black and red) Asking 
$190 Please email 
Issusweetp @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup-180W Peak In- 
put Power-8 ohms Asking $ 
75.00 OBO Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup -180W Peak 
Input Power -8 ohms Asking 
$75.00 OBO. Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 Michael 





Yokota, Japan - Original Play- 
Station 2 -8MB Memory Card- 
One Controller Analog-Grand 
Theft Auto: San Andreas-Power 
and RCA cords asking $50 
Please call 1-425-999-8508 


Yokota, Japan -_ Philips 
50PFP5332D/37 Widescreen 
Flat Plasma TV 50" with Pixel 
Plus 3 HD, Panel resolution 
1366 x 768p, Brightness 1200 
CD/m, Contrast ratio 10000:1, 
Aspect ratio 16:9, Viewing angle 
(horizontal) 160 degree, Viewing 
angle (vertical) 160 degree 
(50PFP5332D3/7 
50PFP5332D-37 50PFP5332 
50PFP5332D) TV is in excellent 
condition! Asking $ 999.99 OBO 
Please email matthew.kline- 
@yokota.af.mil or call 
080-5013-9877 


Yokota, Japan - PS2 - Great 
Condition- last time played was 
maybe 8 months ago. Has been 
collecting dust Comes with 2 
controllers priced to go now: $60 
firm Please Email 
rkjnsingleton @ yahoo.com 











Yokota, Japan - Samsung sur- 
round sound this is a 5 disc 
DVD 5.1 surround sound system 
with wireless rear speakers. 
Excellent condition! Asking 
$300.00 OBO please email 
matthew.kline @ yokota.af.mil or 
call 080-5013-9877 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 
Digital TV. Model LC-22AD, 
Analog/Digital/BS/CS _ tuners, 
Power cable, Remote control, 
User's manual No scratches. 
Like new, asking ¥27,000. E- 
mail, or call Curt at 
090-1466-1045. Asking §$ 
27,000 Yen. Please’ email 
curthunter_2000 @ yahoo.com 


Sharp 22" 





Yokota, Japan - Sony Wega 
Trinitron 27" TV As is no 
warranty of course. 5+ yrs old 
Buyer must pick-up. Asking $50 
Please email 
medinaj78@gmail.com or call 
8503904299 


Yokota, Japan - Toshiba 42 inch 
Plasma television (720P). We 
purchased this TV for $1200, 
selling for $625. We just upgra- 
ded and no longer have room 
for this one, great condition we 
still have all original packaging, 
manuals, and box, Asking $625 
OBO. Please call 407-373-1354 
Courtney 


Yokota, Japan - Xbox 360 Elite 
with Everything + Games! Xbox 
360 Elite with 120G HD Manu- 
facture date is May 15 2008. All 
cables included. Comes with 
LED, modded controller, clear 
case controller and pink control- 
ler Games included MW2, 
Gears of War 2, Vegas 2, 
Morrow Wind, Bio shock, CoD4 
and many more! Serious buyers 
only! Asking $500 | must sell 
ASAP! Call 080.6673.1820 


Yokota, Japan - Xbox guitar 
hero 2 guitar's, mike and drums 
Asking $40 OBO 
mailani_4@yahoo.com or 
9164734514 


Jewelry 610 


Yokota, Japan - Cubic Zirconi- 
um Bracelet - A shining silver 
bracelet that goes with just 
about any outfit. Easy to get on 
and off with one hand but stays 
latched tight! Perfect Christmas 
gift! D asking $15 please call 
903-386-0550 Sarah 


Musical Instruments 740 











call 


Yokota, Japan - Beginner Caus- 
tic Guitar. Practically new guitar 
with soft case and tuner, used 
maybe twice, Asking $100 OBO 
Please email 
g_deleon20@yahoo.com or call 
080-2094-7746 


Yokota, Japan - Electric Guitar 
and Amp Bought second hand 
off-base. Crystal style guitar 
looks cool but | do not use it, 
Paid over $300.00 off base this 
summer asking $200. Please 
email f100302@yahoo.com or 
call 080-3272-5518 


Outdoor Living 715 


Yokota, Japan - Murray 
Lawnmower! Well maintained 
and runs great! | have used it for 
2 seasons now. Hurry while it 
lasts! Asking $50 Please email 
ray3tia3@ yahoo.com or call 1- 
623-734-9675 


Yokota, Japan - Outdoor patio 
swing-really good condition Ask- 
ing $65 Please call 2108814404 


PCS Sale 780 


Yokota, Japan - Oak Entertain- 
ment Center Over weight on our 
PCS move, must lighten load. 
Retails for $650 also have 
Toyota Camry nice car $1000 
and it still has over one year 








JCI. Roger or Mechi 
702-946-6078 Asking $100 
OBO 


...trom Dear Abby to Dilbert... 
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Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - bicolor Salt 
water fish 1 inch long asking $7 
Please emai | 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 





Yokota, Japan - Bunnies for 
FREE for Christmas! Bunnies 
make great indoor or outdoor 
pets. Besides being cute and 
cuddly, they are easily house- 
broken and trained to use a litter 
box. They can also withstand 
cold as long as they stay dry. 
We have had a litter of bunnies. 
Families in the neighborhood 
got most of our bunnies but we 
still have 2 left: a gray one, and 
a white one with a brown racing 
stripe. Free to a good home. 
Please email copes@writeme. 
com or call 1-801-983-0655 
John 





Yokota, Japan - JKC registered 
female Jack Russell Puppy. We 
are not breeders, we bought her 
for ourselves, but we are unable 
to keep up with her and our 
other Jack Russell. She was 
born 5 Sep 2009, so she is a 
litle more than three months 
old. Very loving puppy, Comes 
with large kennel, and most 
accessories needed. Already 
been to Vet on base and will get 
her third set of shots next week. 
We bought off base for 
$1200.00. Asking $400.00 Call 
Jason or Ann at 901-273-9889 
or 080-4085-2423 





Yokota, Japan - PCSing-ltalian 
Greyhound needs a home. (Ali) 
He is a 38year old _ Italian 
greyhound. He is an affectionate 
and obedient dog once you 
instill yourself as the alpha. He 
loves to show affection, and is 
really mellow and laid back. It is 
best that if you have children 
that he is not roughed up, as 
Italians are known to be some- 
what fragile, and cannot take a 
lot of weight landing on one of 
their legs. He is up to date on all 
shots and is chipped and 
neutered. He would take well to 
someone who can have a good 
walking/restroom break times, 
Askin Please 
call3805-537-5225 or email doug- 
las.krzywdzinski @ yokota.af.mil 
if you have any questions. 
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Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Large Ferret 
Cage. | got this cage from joyful 
Honda and it has everything, 
paid 265,000yen. | will be 
PCS'ing on the 15th of Decem- 
ber Make an offer Please email 
a_jacque@hotmail.com or call 
718-725-7368 





Yokota, Japan - Used fish tanks 
for sale--accessories not inclu- 
ded this is just for the tanks: 
60cm x 22cm $25.00 40cm x 
26cm $15.00 both for $35.00 
Asking $35 Please email 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 


Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - Nikon D-40 w/ 
18-55mm lens, Nikon Camera 
Bag and 4G memory card 
perfect condition (only 6 months 
old) we just upgraded to a 
D-5000. Camera bag is brand 


new, never used. Asking $ 
$449. Please email — runni- 
ngrl@hotmail.com or call 


512-275-4825 


Toys 945 


Yokota, Japan - Dora pull-string 
pinata this is a brand-new 
pull-string pinata with tags still 
attached. Asking $10 Please call 
813-200-9352 


SportingGoods _ 980 


Yokota, Japan - Golf Clubs - 
Nicklaus n1 3-SW Nicklaus n1 
golf clubs, 3-SW, steel shaft. 
Also a Knight two-way chipper 
and a Maruman Persimmon 
Driver, graphite shaft asking $75 
Please call 090-6315-7233 





Yokota, Japan - PROFORM 560 
treadmill practically brand new, 
just a couple of months old. It 
comes with a pair of 2 Ibs. 
dumbbells. Asking $300 OBO 
Please emai | 
smrntm1127 @ yahoo.com or call 
904-229-0534 





Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing-Mix 
pup needs a home. (Dante) He 
is a 2yo mix. He is very loving 
and affectionate. Has a loving 
and protective personality. He is 
great with children, as long as 
they are not pinchers/fur pullers. 
He loves to play, and does so 
without biting or nipping. Loves 
to play 1-on-1 or fetch. All shots 
are up to date and had both 
American/Japanese chips, nev- 
er been ill or injured. Great dog, 
but unfortunately cannot take to 
our next duty station. Asking 
$300 Please email douglas. 
krzywdzinski@ yokota.af.mil — or 
call 305-537-5225 





Yokota, Japan -Urgent Sweet 
Older Dog Needs Home FREE. 
Please help is out Yokota! Max 
is a Scottish terrier mix and has 
lived at Yokota for almost ten 
years. He is old and needs a 
good loving family that will take 
him out to potty and otherwise 
he is out of the way. We PSC in 
a week and he needs someone 
to help him make the best of his 
last years :) Please e-mail 
morgian18@hotmail.com or call 
214-261-6346 


Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Aquarium stand 
for 90 cm tank 150 liters Used 
stand Asking $50 Please email 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (823)338-7553 


Exercise Your Brain 


Word puzzles, Sudoku, horoscope 





Yokota, Japan - Snowboarding 
Equipment Complete! Selling 
my Burton snowboard, Burton 
bindings, helmet, Oakley Gog- 
gles, boots and spider snow 
suit! Email me for more details! 
Asking $ 3000 please email 
muayjitsu1222@gmail.com call 
5093430802 Tyler 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - Christmas Tree 
Artificial Christmas Tree, 7.5 
feet Singapore Fir, green with 
metal stand. Looks real only 





used once $40. Call 
702-946-6024 
Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing - 


FLOOR JACK for sale clearing 
out shed! MVP Super Lift 4000 
pound hydraulic floor jack must 
sell now: $40.00 Please leave a 
message if not home. Please 
call 916-473-4488 Thank you. 





Yokota, Japan - Used DVD's for 
SALE! 1000 yen each or ALL for 
5000 yen + a bunch of FREE 
pirated DVDs (trying to get rid of 
them)! Collect in person-Grab 
‘me before someone else does! 
Shanghai Noon & Shanghai 
Knights Pathfinder Unrated | 
Know Who Killed Me, Dave 
Chappelle live Dynamite Warri- 
or, The Heart break Kid, The Ex 
Matchstick Men. Asking $ 
1000yen Please call 
080-4056-0589 


Daily all-American 
amusement in... 


® 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sunday 


AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—College football: 
Meineke Car Care Bowl, Pittsburgh vs. 
North Carolina (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 5 p.m.—NHL: Ottawa at Buf- 
falo (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 7:30 p.m.—College football: 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, Marshall vs. 
Ohio (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—College football: 
emgyald Bowl, Boston College vs. USC 

AFN-Xtra, 11 p.m.—NBA: New Orleans 
at Chicago (dld). 


Monday 


AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—NFL: Jackson- 
ville at New England. 

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NFL: Baltimore at 
Pittsburgh. 

AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m.—NFL: Houston at Mi- 


ami. 

AFN-Atlantic, 6 a.m.—NFL: N.Y. Jets at 
Indianapolis. 

AFN-Sports, 6 a.m.—NFL: Denver at 
Philadelphia. 

AFN-Xtra, 6 a.m.—NFL: St. Louis at Ari- 
zona. 

AFN-Atlantic, 9 a.m.—NHL: Nashville 
at Chicago. 

AFN-Sports, 10:15 a.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington. 

AFN-Xtra, 10:30 a.m.—College football: 
Music City Bowl, Kentucky vs. Clemson. 

AFN-Xtra, 4 p.m.—NFL: Kansas City at 
Cincinnati (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—College football: 
Music City Bowl, Kentucky vs. Clemson 
(did, 2-hour cutdown). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington (dld). 

AFN-Xtra, midnight—NFL: Carolina at 
N.Y. Giants (did). 


Tuesday 


AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 7 a.m.—College football: 
Independence Bowl, Texas A&M vs. Geor- 


gia. 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.—NHL: Detroit at Co- 
lumbus. 

AFN-Sports, 10:30 a.m.—NFL: Minne- 
sota at Chicago. 

AFN-Xtra, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Boston at 
Golden State. 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—NBA: L.A. Lakers 
at Phoenix (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.— NFL: Minnesota at 
Chicago (dld). 


All times are Japan and Korea Stan- 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 





Pro hockey 


NHL 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
L OT Pts GF GA 


NewJersey 35 26 8 1 53 106 75 
Pittsburgh 38 26 11 1 53124 97 
N.Y.Rangers 37 18 16 3 39 103 103 
N.Y. Islanders 38 14 17 7 35 93 121 
Philadelphia 36 16 18 2 34 100 105 
Northeast Division 
Buffalo 36 22 11 3 47 96 81 
Boston 36 18 #11 7 43 96 91 
Ottawa 37 18 15 4 40 102 111 
Montreal 39 18 18 3 39 102 108 
Toronto 38 13 17 8 34 107 133 
Southeast Division 
Washington 37 23 8 6 52 135 102 
Atlanta 36 18 14 4 40 119 114 
Florida 39 16 16 7 39 112 126 
Tampa Bay 37 13 «15 9 35 93 114 
Carolina 37 9 22 6 24 90 136 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Chicago 36 24 9 3 51108 74 
Nashville 37. 22 12 3 47 107 105 
Detroit 37 18 14 5 41 98 99 
St. Louis 36 17 «14 5 39 93 98 
Columbus 38 14 17 7 35 106 134 

Northwest Division 

Colorado 39 21 12 6 48 115 114 
Calgary 36 20 11 5 45 102 89 
Vancouver 37 21 #16 0 42 114 94 
Minnesota 37 18 16 3 39 96 104 
Edmonton 37 15 18 4 34 108 123 

Pacific Division 
San Jose 37 22 8 7 51122 97 
Phoenix 38 23 13 2 48 100 85 
LosAngeles 37 22 12 3 47 111 108 
Dallas 37 16 10 11 £43 110 113 


Anaheim 37 15 15 7 37 103 117 
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. 
Friday’s games 


NFL injury report 


NEW YORK — The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT - Definitely will not play; 
DNP - Did not practice; LIMITED - Limited 
participation in practice; FULL - Full par- 
ticipation in practice): 

SUNDAY 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at NEW OR- 
LEANS SAINTS — BUCCANEERS: QUES- 
TIONABLE: WR Antonio Bryant (groin), 
WR Michael Clayton (knee), C Jeff Faine 
(elbow), S Tanard Jackson (knee), RB 
Derrick Ward (knee). PROBABLE: TE John 
Gilmore (illness), TE Kellen Winslow 
(knee). SAINTS: OUT: WR Lance Moore 
(ankle), S Usama Young (hip, hernia). 
QUESTIONABLE: DT Sedrick Ellis (knee), 
CB Randall Gay (concussion), CB Jabari 
Greer (groin), LB Scott Shanle (concus- 
sion), S Darren Sharper (knee), TE Jer- 
emy Shockey (toe). PROBABLE: RB Reg- 
gie Bush (hamstring), T Jermon Bushrod 
(thumb), TE Darnell Dinkins (foot), G 
Jahri Evans (toe), LB Scott Fujita (knee), 
C Jonathan Goodwin (ankle), DE Bobby 
McCray (back), T Jon Stinchcomb (knee), 
LB Jonathan Vilma (knee). 

BUFFALO BILLS at ATLANTA FALCONS 
— BILLS: OUT: S Todd Johnson (ham- 
string), S Bryan Scott (head). QUESTION- 
ABLE: QB Trent Edwards (ankle), QB Ryan 
Fitzpatrick (ankle), CB Drayton Florence 
(illness), LB Ashlee Palmer (ankle), WR 
Josh Reed (ankle). FALCONS: DOUBTFUL: 
CB Chris Houston (hamstring). QUES- 
TIONABLE: DE Jamaal Anderson (chest), 
DT Jonathan Babineaux (shoulder), T 
Sam Baker (elbow, hamstring), G Harvey 
Dahl (ankle), LB Curtis Lofton (shoul- 
der, hamstring), S Charlie Peprah (ham- 
string), QB Matt Ryan (toe), RB Michael 
Turner (ankle). 

DENVER BRONCOS at PHILADELPHIA 
EAGLES — BRONCOS: OUT: LB Spencer 
Larsen (hamstring), WR Eddie Royal 
(neck, head). QUESTIONABLE: CB Ty Law 
(hamstring). PROBABLE: S David Bruton 
(illness), RB Correll Buckhalter (ankle), 
S Renaldo Hill (ankle), LB D.J. Williams 
(ankle). EAGLES: QUESTIONABLE: S 
Quintin Demps (Ankle), QB Michael Vick 
(quadricep). PROBABLE: WR_ Reggie 
Brown (shoulder), C Nick Cole (knee), DE 
Trent Cole (hamstring), WR Kevin Curtis 
(knee), WR Jeremy Maclin (foot), DT Mike 
Patterson (wrist), RB Brian Westbrook 
(concussion). 

HOUSTON TEXANS at MIAMI DOL- 
PHINS — TEXANS: QUESTIONABLE: T 
Duane Brown (knee), LB Brian Cushing 
(foot/ribs), WR Andre’ Davis (finger). 
PROBABLE: TE Joel Dreessen (shoulder). 
DOLPHINS: PROBABLE: LB Jason Tay- 
lor (shoulder), LB Reggie Torbor (ham- 
string). 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at GREEN BAY 
PACKERS — SEAHAWKS: DOUBTFUL: 
WR Nate Burleson (ankle), LB Aaron 
Curry (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: RB 
Julius Jones (rib), WR Ben Obomanu 
(hamstring). PACKERS: OUT: LB Jer- 
emy Thompson (neck). QUESTIONABLE: 
CB Trevor Ford (knee), DT Ryan Pickett 
(hamstring). PROBABLE: LB Nick Barnett 
(knee), LB Brandon Chillar (back), S Nick 


College basketball 


Friday’s men’s scores 


TOURNAMENT 
Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Class 
Championship 
Southern Cal 67, UNLV 56 
Third Place 
Saint Mary’s, Calif. 84, Hawaii 75 
Fifth Place 
W. Michigan 66, Coll. of Charleston 63 
Seventh Place 
Northeastern 73, SMU 62 





Friday’s transactions 


BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 
BOSTON CELTICS—Activated F Glen 
Davis from the injured list. 
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Signed S Re- 
shard Langford from _ Philadelphia’s 
practice squad. 


*STARS AND STRIPES® 


Collins (calf), DE Cullen Jenkins (quadri- 
cep), DE Johnny Jolly (knee), CB Brandon 
Underwood (hip), CB Charles Woodson 
(shoulder). 

CAROLINA PANTHERS at NEW YORK 
GIANTS — PANTHERS: DOUBTFUL: DE 
Charles Johnson (foot), RB Tyrell Sut- 
ton (calf), RB DeAngelo Williams (ankle). 
QUESTIONABLE: CB Richard Marshall 
(ankle), QB Matt Moore (right shoulder), 
RB Jonathan Stewart (Achilles). GIANTS: 
PROBABLE: LB Chase Blackburn (ribs), 
LB Michael Boley (triceps), RB Ahmad 
Bradshaw (ankle, foot), S C.C. Brown 
(hamstring), CB Kevin Dockery (ankle), 
LB Jonathan Goff (hamstring, rib), QB 
Eli Manning (foot), T Kareem McKenzie 
(knee), WR Hakeem Nicks (hamstring), 
CB Aaron Ross (hamstring), G Rich Seu- 
bert (knee), K Lawrence Tynes (right 
hamstring), CB Corey Webster (knee). 

OAKLAND RAIDERS at CLEVELAND 
BROWNS — RAIDERS: OUT: QB Bruce 
Gradkowski (knee), WR Darrius Heyward- 
Bey (foot), WR Nick Miller (shin). QUES- 
TIONABLE: TE Zach Miller (concussion), 
LB Sam Williams (illness). PROBABLE: DE 
Greg Ellis (knee), S Michael Huff (neck), 
C Samson Satele (calf), DE Matt Shaugh- 
nessy (groin). BROWNS: DOUBTFUL: T 
John St. Clair (ankle). QUESTIONABLE: 
DE Robaire Smith (groin), S Ray Ven- 
trone (finger), DT Corey Williams (thigh). 
PROBABLE: LB David Bowens (knee), DE 
Kenyon Coleman (illness, knee, elbow), K 
Phil Dawson (left hamstring), G Rex Had- 
not (knee), RB Chris Jennings (shoulder), 
T Joe Thomas (thigh), RB Lawrence Vick- 
ers (hamstring). 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS at NEW 
ENGLAND PATRIOTS — JAGUARS: QUES- 
TIONABLE: LB Tank Daniels (groin), CB 
Rashean Mathis (groin). PROBABLE: DT 
John Henderson (shoulder). PATRIOTS: 

UESTIONABLE: T Nick Kaczur (shoul- 

er), G Stephen Neal (ankle), RB Fred 
Taylor (ankle), DT Ty Warren (ankle), DT 
Vince Wilfork (foot). PROBABLE: WR Sam 
Aiken (shoulder), LB Tully Banta-Cain 
(shoulder), QB Tom Brady (right shoul- 
der, right finger, rib), WR Julian Edelman 
(forearm), DE Jarvis Green (knee), CB 
Shawn Springs (knee), TE Benjamin Wat- 
son (knee). 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at _ CINCIN- 
NATI BENGALS — CHIEFS: DOUBTFUL: S 
DaJuan Morgan (chest), LB Justin Rogers 
(thigh). QUESTIONABLE: DE Glenn Dorsey 
(knee), DE Alex Magee (hamstring), T 
Ryan O’Callaghan (knee), G Brian Waters 
(hamstring). PROBABLE: CB Brandon 
Flowers (shoulder). BENGALS: DOUBT- 
FUL: S Chris Crocker (ankle), DT Doma- 
ta Peko (knee). PROBABLE: DE Robert 
Geathers (knee), DT Tank Johnson (foot), 
DE Frostee Rucker (illness). 

BALTIMORE RAVENS at PITTSBURGH 
STEELERS — RAVENS: DOUBTFUL: T Jared 
Gaither (foot), _LB Tavares Gooden (groin), 
S Ed Reed (groin). QUESTIONABLE: DT 
Justin Bannan (illness), WR Mark Clay- 
ton (knee), TE Edgar Jones (back), C Matt 
Katula (forearm), DT Kelly Talavou (knee). 
PROBABLE: C Matt Birk (neck), WR Justin 
Harper (foot), TE Todd Heap (chest), LB 
Jarret Johnson (knee), NT Haloti Ngata 
(ankle), TE LJ. Smith (ankle), WR Kel- 
ley Washington (ankle). STEELERS: OUT: 


G Chris Kemoeatu (wrist), CB Keenan 
Lewis (back), S Troy Polamalu (knee). 
QUESTIONABLE: LB James Harrison (bi- 
ceps). PROBABLE: DE Brett Keisel (neck), 
RB Rashard Mendenhall (hip), RB Willie 
Parker (knee), WR Mike Wallace (knee), 
WR Hines Ward (hamstring). 

ST. LOUIS RAMS at ARIZONA CAR- 
DINALS — RAMS: OUT: QB Marc Bulger 
(knee), CB Quincy Butler (knee), DE 
Leonard Little (knee), T Jason Smith 
(concussion). QUESTIONABLE: RB Steven 
Jackson (back). CARDINALS: OUT: K Neil 
Rackers (right groin). QUESTIONABLE: LB 
Will Davis (knee), CB Bryant McFadden 
(hamstring), WR Sean Morey (head), TE 
Ben Patrick (head). PROBABLE: WR Larry 
Fitzgerald (knee), DE Kenny Iwebema 
(shoulder), CB Dominique Rodgers- 
Cromartie (toe). 

DETROIT LIONS at SAN FRANCISCO 
A9SERS — LIONS: OUT: CB Phillip Bucha- 
non (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: LB Vin- 
ny Ciurciu (ankle), DT Joe Cohen (knee), 
S Louis Delmas (ankle), LB Larry Foote 
(foot), WR Dennis Northcutt (groin). 
PROBABLE: DT Grady Jackson (knee), WR 
Calvin Johnson (knee), C Don Muhlbach 
(concussion), C Dominic Raiola (knee), 
DE Dewayne White (toe). 49ERS: OUT: CB 
Nate Clements (shoulder), K Joe Nedney 
(left hamstring). DOUBTFUL: WR Isaac 
Bruce (ankle), RB Glen Coffee (ham- 
string). PROBABLE: CB Marcus Hudson 
(back), RB Moran Norris (toe), RB Mi- 
chael Robinson (shoulder), CB Shawntae 
Spencer (ankle), LB Takeo Spikes (ham- 
string), T Joe Staley (knee, elbow). 

YORK JETS at INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS — JETS: PROBABLE: CB Marquice 
Cole (back), WR Braylon Edwards (knee), 
DE Shaun Ellis (knee), S Jim Leonhard 
(thumb), CB Dwight Lowery (ankle), QB 
Mark Sanchez (knee), T Robert Turner 
(knee). COLTS: OUT: DE Keyunta Dawson 
(knee), WR Pierre Garcon (hand), CB Jer- 
raud Powers (hamstring). DOUBTFUL: 
LB Clint Session (knee). QUESTIONABLE: 
S Melvin Bullitt (shoulder), DE Dwight 
Freeney (abdomen), DE Robert Mathis 
(quadricep), K Adam Vinatieri (right 
knee). PROBABLE: RB Joseph Addai (not 
injury related), S Antoine Bethea (foot), 
LB Gary Brackett (foot), RB Donald Brown 
(chest), T Ryan Diem (foot), S Aaron 
Francisco (ankle), RB Mike Hart (ankle), 
CB Tim Jennings (ankle), LB Freddy Kei- 
aho (not injury related), CB Jacob Lacey 
(biceps), QB Peyton Manning (glute), 
G Jamey Richard (shoulder), RB Chad 
Simpson (chest), T Tony Ugoh (knee, not 
injury related), WR Reggie Wayne (foot). 

DALLAS COWBOYS at WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS — COWBOYS: OUT: T Marc 
Colombo (ankle), S Pat Watkins (knee). 
PROBABLE: RB Deon Anderson (knee, 
illness), TE Martellus Bennett (concus- 
sion), S Ken Hamlin (ankle), CB Terence 
Newman (knee), S Gerald Sensabaugh 
(thumb), LB DeMarcus Ware (wrist, 
neck). REDSKINS: DOUBTFUL: WR Devin 
Thomas (ankle). QUESTIONABLE: DE An- 
dre Carter (biceps), DT Cornelius Griffin 
(shoulder), CB DeAngelo Hall (knee), DT 
Albert Haynesworth (knee), T Stephon 
Heyer (knee). PROBABLE: DT Anthony 
Montgomery (hip), TE Todd Yoder (toe). 





World rankings 


Through Dec. 20 
U.S. 


1. Tiger Woods A 14.94 
2. Phil Mickelson U.S. 8.41 
3. Steve Stricker U.S. 6.78 
4. Lee Westwood England 6.68 
5. Padraig Harrington Ireland 5.65 
6. Jim Furyk U.S. 5.62 
7. Paul Casey England 5.45 
8. Henrik Stenson Sweden 5.44 
9. Rory Mcllroy N.Ireland 4.92 
10. Kenny Perry ‘Ss 4.82 
11. Sergio Garcia Spain 4.78 
12. lan Poulter England 4.69 
13. Martin Kaymer Germany 4.56 
14. Geoff Ogilvy Australia 4.54 
15. Sean O’Hair U.S. 4.29 
16. Stewart Cink U.S. 4.29 
17. Ernie Els S. Africa 4.20 
18. Ross Fisher England 4.09 
19. Retief Goosen S. Africa 4.00 
20. Lucas Glover U.S. 3.90 
21. Robert Allenby Australia 3.90 
22. Zach Johnson U.S. 3.69 
23. Camilo Villegas Colombia 3.59 
24. Anthony Kim U.S. 3.58 
25. Angel Cabrera Argentina 3.55 
26. Vijay Singh Fiji 3.40 


27. Robert Karlsson Sweden 3.22 
28. Luke Donald England 3.16 
29. Hunter Mahan U.S. 3.13 
30. Ryo Ishikawa Japan 3.07 
31. Y.E. Yang S. Korea 3.03 
32. Nick Watney U.S. 2.98 
33. Yuta Ikeda Japan 2.89 
34. Adam Scott Australia 2.81 
35. Soren Kjeldsen Denmark 2.76 
36. Mike Weir Canada 2.72 
37. Tim Clark S. Africa 2.70 
38. Graeme McDowell N.Ireland 2.61 
39. Francesco Molinari Italy 2.61 
40. Anders Hansen Denmark 2.60 
41. Oliver Wilson England 2.60 
42. David Toms U.S. 2.60 
43. Justin Leonard U.S. 2.46 
44. Simon Dyson England 2.45 
45. Michael Sim Australia 2.43 
46. Brian Gay U.S. 2.42 
47. Soren Hansen Denmark 2.40 
48. M. Angel Jimenez Spain 2.38 
49. Edoardo Molinari Italy 2.35 
50. Ben Curtis U.S. 2.31 
51. Alvaro Quiros Spain 2.29 
52. Ryan Moore U.S. 2.28 
53. Dustin Johnson U.S. 2.26 
54. Peter Hanson Sweden 2.23 
55. Alexander Noren Sweden 2.23 
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Bowl schedule 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
New Mexico Bowl 
At Albuquerque 
Wyoming 35, Fresno State 28, 20T 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl 
Rutgers 45, UCF 24 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
New Orleans Bowl 
Middle Tennessee 42, Southern Miss. 
2 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Las Vegas Bowl 
BYU 44, Oregon State 20 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
Poinsettia Bowl 
At San Diego 
Utah 37, California 27 
Thursday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
At Honolulu 
SMU 45, Nevada 10 
Saturday, Dec. 26 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
At Detroit 
Marshall 21, Ohio 17 
Meineke Bowl 
At Charlotte, N.C. 
North Carolina (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9- 


Emerald Bowl 
At San Francisco 
(3 oo Cal (8-4) vs. Boston College 
Sunday, Dec. 27 
Music City Bowl 
At Nashville, Tenn. 
Clemson (8-5) vs. Kentucky (7-5) 
Monday, Dec. 28 
Independence Bowl 
At Shreveport, La. 
Texas A&M (6-6) vs. Georgia (7-5) 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
EagleBank Bowl 
At Washington 

Temple (9-3) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Champs Sports Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 

Miami (9-3) vs. Wisconsin (9-3) 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Humanitarian Bowl 

At Boise, Idaho 
Bowling Green (7-5) vs. Idaho (7-5) 
Holiday Bowl 
At San Diego 
Nebraska (9-4) vs. Arizona (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Armed Forces Bowl 
At Fort Worth, Texas 
Air Force (7-5) vs. Houston (10-3) 
Sun Bowl 
At El Paso, Texas 
Stanford (8-4) vs. Oklahoma (7-5) 
Texas Bowl 
At Houston 
Missouri (8-4) vs. Navy (9-4) 
Insight Bowl 
At Tempe, Ariz. 
Minnesota (6-6) vs. lowa State (6-6) 
Chick-fil-A Bowl 
At Atlanta 
Virginia Tech (9-3) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 
Friday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 
Northwestern (8-4) vs. Auburn (7-5) 
Capital One Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 
Penn State (10-2) vs. LSU (9-3) 
Gator Bowl 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 
( eee State (6-6) vs. West Virginia 
9-3 
Rose Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Ohio State (10-2) vs. Oregon (10-2) 
Sugar Bowl 
At New Orleans 
Florida (12-1) vs. Cincinnati (12-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 2 
International Bowl 
At Toronto 
South Florida (7-5) vs. Northern Illi- 
nois (7-5) 
Cotton Bowl 
At Arlington, Texas 
(3 aa State (9-3) vs. Mississippi 
PapaJohns.com Bowl 
At Birmingham, Ala. 
( Se (7-5) vs. South Carolina 
7-5 
Liberty Bowl 
At Memphis, Tenn. 
East Carolina (9-4) vs. Arkansas (7-5) 
Alamo Bowl 
At San Antonio 
( ener State (6-6) vs. Texas Tech 
8-4 
Monday, Jan. 4 
Fiesta Bowl 
At Glendale, Ariz. 
Boise State (13-0) vs. TCU (12-0) 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 
Orange Bowl 
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BCS National Championship 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Alabama (13-0) vs. Texas (13-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 23 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At Orlando, Fla. 
East vs. West 
Saturday, Jan. 30 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge 
At El Paso, Texas 
Texas vs. Nation 
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Montreal at Toronto 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Nashville 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at Phoenix 
Dallas at Colorado 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Anaheim at San Jose 
Sunday’s games 
Boston at Florida 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders 
Buffalo at St. Louis 
Toronto at Pittsburgh 
Nashville at Chicago 
Vancouver at Calgary 
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By TERESA M. WALKER 
The Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Norv 
Turner must decide how much to 
play, and rest, his San Diego Char- 
gers now that they’ve clinched 
the AFC’s No. 2 seed and a first- 
round bye. 

His quarterback will do 
whatever he’s told, but he has a 
suggestion. 

“As a competitor, I want to go 
out and play,” Philip Rivers said. 

Rivers doesn’t want to risk 
cooling off after throwing for 
two touchdowns and guiding the 
Chargers to a 42-17 victory over 
the Tennessee Titans on Friday 
night. The AFC West champs 
earned the right to rest by win- 
ning their 10th straight game this 
season and matching the NFL re- 
cord with their 18th consecutive 
victory in December. 

The Miami Dolphins won 18 
straight November games _ be- 
tween 1970 and 1974. 

“Tt’s nice that we’ve won 18 in 
a row,” Rivers said. “It’s a team 
accomplishment. Obviously, the 
head coach and quarterback get 
tied to the record, but it takes all 
of us to go out and win 18 in De- 
cember. We’d like to go out and 
get a streak going in January.” 

Turner isn’t hinting about his 
plans. He wants to see how his 
Chargers practice before decid- 
ing what to do against Washing- 
ton in the regular-season finale. 

“Tt doesn’t guarantee you any- 
thing,’ Turner said of the bye 
week. “You have to still go play. 
There have been a number of 
teams, without the bye, not only 
make the Super Bowl but win the 
whole thing.” 
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San Diego Chargers head coach Norv Turner, whose team is on a 
roll, has not said if he will rest his starters in the regular-season 
finale. The Chargers clinched a first-round bye Friday night. 


San Diego (12-3) punted on the 
opening drive. Then Rivers went 
to work, guiding the Chargers 
to touchdowns on six of the next 
seven possessions. The only time 
they didn’t score in that stretch 
was when he knelt down to run 
out the final seconds of the first 
half. 

“Tt’s as good a rhythm as we’ve 
been in all year,” Rivers said. “It 
felt like a guy that’s hit a couple of 
three-point shots in a row.” 

San Diego outgained Tennes- 
see 425-270 while holding the ball 
for 39 minutes. Turner credited 
his offensive line, which featured 
Nick Hardwick back at center 


after being out since the opener, 
with letting Rivers throw for 264 
yards. 

Tennessee (7-8) already had 
made NFL history by getting 
back to .500 after losing its first 
six games. The Titans entered 
their final home game with faint 
playoff hopes but those evaporat- 
ed sometime in the second quar- 
ter when Vince Young had two of 
his three turnovers, which San 
Diego turned into 21 points. 

Chris Johnson’s quest to be- 
come only the sixth NFL player 
to run for 2,000 yards in a season 
remains alive as the only goal 
left for Tennessee. He ran for a 


Friday 
Chargers 42, Titans 17 


San Diego 7 14 14 7—42 
Tennessee 3 7 O T7—17 
First Quarter 

Ten—FG Bironas 46, 8:12. 
aoe one 1 run (Kaeding kick), 


Second Quarter 

SD—Gates 36 pass from Rivers (Kaed- 
ing kick), 8:46. 

SD—Sproles 3 pass from Rivers (Kaed- 
ing kick), 3:13. 

Ten—Young 3 run (Bironas kick), :17. 

Third Quarter 
SD—Tomlinson 1 run (Kaeding kick), 


“§D—Sproles 9 run (Kaeding kick), 
4:52. 


Fourth Quarter 
SD—Sproles 1 run (Kaeding kick), 
4:56. 


oe 30 run (Bironas kick), 
A—69,143. 


SD Ten 
First downs 30 17 
Total Net Yards 425 270 
Rushes-yards 40-166 27-182 
Passing 259 88 
Punt Returns 1-6 0-0 
Kickoff Returns 4-85 7-96 
Interceptions Ret. 2-18 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 21-28-0 8-21-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-5 1-1 
Punts 1-29.0 3-41.7 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 6-45 9-74 
Time of Possession 39:07 20:53 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—San Diego, Tolbert 11-60, 
Tomlinson 16-59, Sproles 5-38, Hester 3- 
10, Jackson 1-3, Rivers 1-(minus 1), Volek 
3-(minus 3). Tennessee, Johnson 21-142, 
Young 6-40. 

Passing—San Diego, Rivers 21-27-0- 
264, Tomlinson 0-1-0-0. Tennessee, Young 
8-21-2-89. 

Receiving—San Diego, Jackson 5-70, 
Gates 3-74, Floyd 3-55, Naanee 2-25, Sp- 
roles 2-23, Hester 2-8, Tomlinson 2-4, 
Tolbert 1-11, Manumaleuna 1-(minus 6). 
Tennessee, Washington 4-39, Johnson 3- 
37, Britt 1-13. 

Missed field goals—None. 


TD and 142 yards to put him at 
1,872 with the season finale at 
Seattle left. He also notched his 
10th straight 100-yard rushing 
game, putting him behind only 
Barry Sanders (14) and Marcus 
Allen (11). 

He is 234 yards shy of Eric 
Dickerson’s season record of 
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After 10th straight victory, will Chargers rest? 


2,105 yards. 

“Anything’s doable,” Johnson 
said. “I feel like I can do it.” 

LaDainian Tomlinson = ran 
for two 1-yard TDs, and Darren 
Sproles caught a TD pass and 
rushed for two scores as San 
Diego beat Tennessee for the sev- 
enth straight time. Brandon Siler 
and Eric Weddle each had an in- 
terception, and Stephen Cooper 
recovered a fumble. 

Titans coach Jeff Fisher is 0-6 
against San Diego. 

“This team had, it had life. It 
had a lot of life, and then we just 
kind of lost it,” Fisher said. 

Did they ever. 

Aside from Young’s turnovers, 
the Titans matched their season 
high with nine penalties. Line- 
backers Keith Bulluck and David 
Thornton, whose seasons are over 
because of injuries, tried to give 
pointers on the sideline. 

Even defensive coordinator 
Chuck Cecil cost the team a pen- 
alty flag — a 15-yarder for un- 
sportsmanlike conduct. 

“T don’t know exactly what was 
said, but Ill get to the bottom of 
it,’ Fisher said. 

Not much didn’t go San Diego’s 
way, and now the Chargers can 
rest after having to travel across 
the country on a short week. 
Chargers cornerback Quentin 
Jammer said his teammates focus 
better than anything he’s seen in 
his eight years. 

“Tt is a great run, but at the 
same time, we still need to buckle 
down. We still have one more to 
play, and then we start to get into 
the serious business,” Jammer 
said. 


Cribbs: Despite big stats, still no raise for versatile Brown 


CRIBBS, FROM BACK PAGE 


in and playing wildcat, playing 
quarterback, running down on 
special teams. He’s done every- 
thing a human can possibly do to 
help this team win.” 

Last Sunday, Cribbs had a 100- 
yard return in the first quarter 
to give Cleveland a 10-3 lead, 
shooting him past Mel Gray, 
Dante Hall, Ollie Matson, Gale 
Sayers and Travis Williams for 
the most TD kickoff runbacks in 
league history. Then, after the 
Chiefs scored 21 straight points 
in the second period to go up 24- 
13, Cribbs outdid himself with a 
career-best 103-yarder, matching 
the Miami Dolphins’ Ted Ginn Jr. 
as the only players with two 100- 
yarders in one game. 

The twin returns were not 
identical. 

“On his first one,” Browns 
coach Eric Mangini said, “Josh 
created some holes for Josh.” 

Cribbs busted through the 
arms of several would-be Kan- 
sas City tacklers on his 100-yard 
return before he switched on the 
afterburners at midfield and out- 
ran a few defenders. On return 
No. 2, Cribbs caught the ball 3 
yards deep in the left side of the 


end zone, zigged at the 20-yard 
line, zagged at the 30 and zoomed 
untouched to the other end of Ar- 
rowhead Stadium. 

Of all the positions — wide 
receiver, running back, cover- 
age-teams gunner and returner 
— Cribbs has played, maybe the 
one that should be listed next to 
his name on the stat sheet is this: 
game changer. 

Few current players or those of 
yesteryear have been able to turn 
over a football field like Cribbs, 
who before last week couldn’t 
claim the title of being the best 
kick returner ever. 

“T don’t think it’s arguable any- 
more,” Mangini said. “TI think he’s 
won that argument.” 

Cribbs may win a few more be- 
fore he’s done. 

What separates Cribbs from 
other return specialists is his size. 
The 6-foot-1, 215-pound Cribbs 
has a running back’s build, and 
while he doesn’t have blazing 
speed, he rarely — if ever — gets 
caught from behind. Plus, there 
is so much more that makes him 
one of the most special, special 
teamers. 

“He’s got excellent vision,” 
said Mangini, who has consid- 


ered using Cribbs at safety. “He’s 
got rare toughness. He has great 
strength to break tackles. There’s 
been quite a few times where he 
may make a cut, there’s some- 
one on his legs and he breaks the 
tackle. He often times doesn’t 
look like he’s moving that fast, 
it’s deceptively fast the way that 
he moves, and that’s probably be- 
cause he is such a strong runner 
as well.” 

Cribbs can turn a tiny crack 
into a gaping crevasse. 

Fullback Lawrence Vickers, 
one of the deep blockers on the 
Browns’ kick-return unit, knows 
that if he does his job, Cribbs can 
turn any return into a score. 

“If I can do everything pos- 
sible to give him something, he 
can take care of the rest,” Vickers 
said. “He only needs a little bit. A 
lot of times he does everything by 
himself.” 

With his back against the shad- 
ow of the goal line, Cribbs said he 
focuses on the opposing kicker’s 
run-up to see if the football is 
coming his way. At the moment 
of impact, he knows whether it’s a 
squib, pooch, directional or if it’s 
coming to him. Cribbs has been 
surprised that some teams have 


continued to kick to him, know- 
ing they risk a long return or 
touchdown. 

“A lot of teams respect me,” he 
said. “Others have a bit of an ego 
and they get burnt by it. But when 
they respect you, you’ve got to 
take it and move on.” 

A breakaway threat on the field, 
Cribbs is grounded off it. Team- 
mates use words like “humble” 
and “committed” to describe the 
Washington, D.C., native. 

In October, Cribbs rushed 
over from practice to walk onto 
the field with the son of one of 
his former college coaches, who 
had died. When representatives 
from the Hall of Fame visited the 
Browns this week to get Cribbs’ 
jersey, he was out delivering holi- 
day toys to needy youngsters. 

“Josh is a special person,” Vick- 
ers said. “We all want to see him 
do good. Everybody loves him.” 

Cribbs has played the entire 
season amid on-and-off contract 
talks with the Browns. He has 
three years left on his existing 
deal, which pays him $6.77 mil- 
lion over six years. But Cribbs 
believes he has earned a hefty 
raise, and is there anyone in pro 
football who disagrees? 


After his record-breaking per- 
formance in Kansas City, Cribbs 
expected to be presented with 
the finished paperwork when he 
arrived Monday at the team’s fa- 
cility. He promised to bring a pen 
and all he would have to do is put 
his autograph on the bottom line. 

But that didn’t happen, and de- 
spite reports negotiations are on 
hold, the Browns, who hired Mike 
Holmgren as team president this 
week, insist they will take care of 
Cribbs. 

“He deserves it, man,” said 
Browns defensive lineman Corey 
Williams. “He’s proven time after 
time after time what he can do. 
It ain’t like he’s talking about it. 
He’s backing it up. He deserves 
every last penny.” 

Cribbs wants it done before 
season’s end. 

“And in the right manner, 
what’s good for this football team 
without creating a distraction,” 
he said. “I’m trying to get it done 
as quickly as possible.” 

The Browns might be wise to 
sign him before Sunday. 

After kickoff, Cribbs’ 
could rise. 


price 
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Farve, Minnesota 
have cooled oft 
after opening 
season on fire 


By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
The Associated Press 


LAKE FOREST, Il. — The way 
they’ve performed under the na- 
tional spotlight in recent weeks, 
the Minnesota Vikings could be 
excused if they’re feeling a little 
stage fright. 

Good thing for them, their next 
opponent is in disarray. 

For all the drama of late, the 
Vikings (11-3) are in a good spot 
heading into their Monday night 
matchup against the dysfunc- 
tional Chicago Bears (5-9). They 
could lock up a first-round play- 
off bye with some help, and if that 
happens, who knows. Brett Favre 
just might wrap coach Brad Chil- 
dress in a big bear hug. 

“We want to have momentum 
going into the playoffs,” defensive 
end Ray Edwards said. “We don’t 
want to go in there losing.” 

Yet, they’ve done just that lately 
after breezing through the first 


Notebook 








Bears? 


three months. Now, Favre and 
Childress appear to be at odds. 

The two were seen arguing on 
the sideline during last week’s 26- 
7 loss to the Carolina Panthers, 
the Vikings’ second in three 
weeks on national TV. With a 7- 
6 lead in the third quarter, Chil- 
dress was thinking about pulling 
Favre. The quarterback was hav- 
ing none of that. And the conflict 
played out in public. 

Childress said he was thinking 
only of Favre’s safety in the face 
of Carolina’s pass rush. He didn’t 
want his QB to get hurt. Favre 
stayed in and wound up 17 of 27 
for 224 yards with no TDs and 
an interception, and the Vikings 
wasted a chance to put pressure 
on NFC leader New Orleans. 

Now, they’re trying to hold off 
Philadelphia, but if the Eagles 
lose to the Denver Broncos on 
Sunday, Minnesota would wrap 
up a first-round playoff bye with 
a tie or victory. That would ease 
some of the stress that’s surfaced 
in recent weeks. 

Besides that public spat be- 
tween Favre and Childress, the 
Vikings got stifled in a 30-17 loss 
at Arizona two weeks earlier on a 
Sunday night, and star running 
back Adrian Peterson is finding 
little room to maneuver. 

The NFL’ _ fourth-leading 
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rusher, Peterson managed just 19 
yards against the Cardinals and 
35 against Carolina after going 
for 97 in a victory over the Cin- 
cinnati Bengals. 

Favre has struggled a bit after 
playing some of the best football 
of his career in taking Minnesota 
to 10-1, with the 10th victory a 36- 
10 shredding of the Bears. The 
Vikings racked up an astonishing 
537 yards in that game, with their 
quarterback throwing for a sea- 
son-high 392. 

Since then? Favre has three 
TD passes and four interceptions 
this month after throwing 24 and 
three during the first 11 games, 
and the Vikings are struggling. 

“We’re embarrassed and disap- 
pointed and all the other negative 
words,” linebacker Ben Leber 
said. “Obviously, we’re pretty 
down on ourselves right now. You 
never want to go out on a national 
stage like that and flop like we did 


Breaking down the flex 'T'V schedule 


The Associated Press 


Wondering which game will 
be switched to Sunday night next 
week when the NF'L season con- 
cludes? Judging by the three pre- 
vious decisions, expect a game 
involving playoff implications to 
be the choice. 

If so, and if the Indianapolis 
Colts are 15-0, their quest for an 
undefeated season will remain an 
afternoon contest in Buffalo. 

The league will not lack for 
possibilities for prime time, in- 
cluding Philadelphia at Dallas, 
the New York Giants at Minne- 
sota, New England at Houston, 
Pittsburgh at Miami or Cincin- 
nati at the New York Jets — all 
depending on what happens this 
weekend. 

Unlike in previous weeks, CBS 
and Fox do not have flex protec- 
tion for Week 17 and can’t block 
movement of a game to prime 
time on NBC. 

A team is allowed a maximum 


five prime-time appearances per 
season, with three teams per- 
mitted to play a sixth as long as 
one of those six games is on NFL 
Network. No club has reached the 
limit and is blocked from being in 
the NBC game Jan. 3. 

Last year, the Chargers-Bron- 
cos matchup to decide the AFC 
West was moved to prime time. 
The previous season, it was Ten- 
nessee at Indianapolis as the 
Titans sought a playoff berth. 
And in 2006, it was Green Bay at 
Chicago as the Packers chased a 
wild-card spot. 

Music corner: Darrelle Revis 
is hoping to produce a big hit 
someday. In the recording studio. 

The New York Jets’ corner- 
back, having an outstanding sea- 
son shutting down Randy Moss, 
Terrell Owens and Steve Smith, 
has his sights set on being a song- 
writer or music producer when 
his football career ends. 

“It’s a big passion for me,” 


said Revis, 24. “I’ve always loved 
music growing up. I played drums 
in my church for a bunch of years 
and I’ve ventured off to play other 
instruments like piano, acoustic 
guitar. You’ve just got to balance 
it out. When I’m playing football, 
I’m playing football. That’s my 
No. 1 job. These are hobbies that I 
love to do and get into.” 

Revis, in his third season, has 
written a few songs, and during 
the off week helped record them 
at I GOT Records, the production 
company owned by his uncle, for- 
mer NFL defensive lineman Sean 
Gilbert. 

Super Bowl odds: New Or- 
leans and Indianapolis are the co- 
favorites to win it all, according 
to BetUS.com at 5-2 odds. Next 
shortest odds belong to Minneso- 
ta at 11-2, followed by San Diego 
at 7-1 and New England at 10-1. 

Longest odds among teams still 
in the running? Jacksonville and 
Houston each at 250-1. 
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the last two times against Arizona 
and Carolina. We’re going to get 
this thing fixed.” 

If the Vikings have cooled off, 
then the Bears have taken a polar 
plunge into Lake Michigan. 

“Things haven’t gone right, so 
we have to continue to fight,” de- 
fensive end Alex Brown said. 

Coach Lovie Smith said he sees 
hope for a strong finish, and that’s 
based on “knowing how we’ve 
played at times this year — that’s 
what gives us hope.” 

Most of the time, though, the 
Bears have struggled. 

Chicago expected to jump back 
into contention with the arrival 
of quarterback Jay Cutler from 
Denver. Instead, the Bears took 
a headfirst dive and left a bunch 
of questions in their wake, many 
centering on Smith’s job security. 

Like his offensive line, gen- 
eral manager Jerry Angelo did 
nothing to stop the rush before 
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Brett Favre 
led the 
Minnesota 
Vikings to a 
10-1 record, 
then things 
began to go 
wrong. The 
Vikings have 
lost two of 
their past 
three games, 
and Favre 
has thrown 
only three TD 
passes and 
four intercep- 
tions this 
month after 
throwing 24 
and three dur- 
ing the first 
11 games. 


Rick Havner/AP 


the game at Baltimore last week 
when he shot down an Internet 
report that Smith would return 
and said the team’s performance 
would determine the coach’s fu- 
ture. Then the Bears got pum- 
meled 31-7 by the Ravens, their 
eighth loss in 10 games. 

That didn’t help Smith, who 
has two years and $11 million re- 
maining on his contract. Even so, 
Angelo said money won’t be a fac- 
tor in Smith’s future as coach. 

Then again, is he in any posi- 
tion to say? Is his job safe? That’s 
not clear at the moment. 

What is obvious is the Bears 
are in a pile of hurt. 

“We’ve been so inconsistent 
this year,” Brown said. 

So, lately, have the Vikings. 

“We just need to correct the 
small things,’ defensive tackle 
Kevin Williams said, “and get 
ready going into the last two 
games and the playoffs.” 
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Pacquiao says he ll sue Mayweather 


The Associated Press 


SARANGANI, Philippines — 
Manny Pacquiao said he will file a 
defamation lawsuit against Floyd 
Mayweather Jr., the fighter’s fa- 
ther, and Golden Boy Promotions 

In a statement posted Friday on 
his Web site, Pacquiao claimed 
that his character had been dam- 
aged and tarnished by accusa- 
tions he said are untrue. 

“Enough is enough,” Pacquiao 
said in the statement. “These 
people, Mayweather Sr., Jr., and 
Golden Boy Promotions, think 
it is a joke and a right to accuse 
someone wrongly of using ste- 
roids or other performance-en- 
hancing drugs. I have tried to just 
brush it off as a mere pre-fight 
ploy but I think they have gone 
overboard.” 

The proposed megafight be- 
tween Pacquiao and Mayweather 
is in danger because the sides 
have failed to find a compromise 
to a dispute over blood testing. 
Promoter Bob Arum declared the 
bout dead Thursday. 

Arum had set a Thursday dead- 
line for an agreement on testing, 
the only issue not resolved for the 
planned March 13 fight. But with 
the Mayweather camp _insist- 
ing on using the U.S. Anti-Dop- 
ing Agency to conduct the tests, 
Arum said there wasn’t much left 
to discuss. 

“These people think they are 
doing the sport a great service. 
They are not,” Pacquiao said. “To 
Floyd, despite all these accusa- 
tions, may your Christmas be 
merry and I will see you in court, 
soon, too.” 

At the core of the dispute is 
the insistence of the Mayweather 
camp of using Olympic-style drug 
testing for the fight, even though 
both fighters have never been 
linked to performance-enhanc- 
ing substances. Under Nevada 
regulations, boxers are generally 
tested just before the fight and in 
the dressing room afterward, and 
only urine is given. 

“T have instructed my promot- 
er, Bob Arum, head of Top Rank 
Inc., to help me out in the filing 
of the case as soon as possible 
because I have had people com- 
ing over to me now asking if I re- 
ally take performance-enhancing 
drugs and I have cheated my way 
into becoming the No. 1 boxer in 
the world,” Pacquiao said. 

Mayweather’s camp _ wants 
blood tests that can find substanc- 
es urine tests can’t, such as use 
of human growth hormone, and 
it wants them done by USADA 
from the time the fight is signed 
until the fight is held. Pacquiao’s 
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Bobby Bowden will coach his last game when Florida State plays West Virginia in the Gator Bowl on Jan. 
1. More than 300 of Bowden’s former players registered for free tickets to the game to honor him. 


side has agreed to urine and blood 
testing, but doesn’t want testing 
immediately before the fight be- 
cause Pacquiao believes giving 
blood so soon before a fight will 
weaken him. 

Pacquiao’s Web site stated that 
Mayweather’s camp is “asking 
too many unrealistic and unprec- 
edented items on the bargaining 
table, including that of an Olym- 
pic-style drug testing. 

“T maintain and assure every- 
one that I have not used any form 
or kind of steroids and that my 
way to the top is a result of hard 
work, hard work, hard work and 
a lot of blood spilled from my past 
battles in the ring, not outside of 
it,’ Pacquiao’s statement said. “I 
have no idea what steroids look 
like, and my fear in God has kept 
me safe and victorious through 
all these years. 

“Now, I say to Floyd Mayweath- 
er Jr., don’t be a coward, and face 
me in the ring, mano-a-mano, 
and shut your big, pretty mouth, 
sO we can show the world who is 
the true king of the ring.” 

In other boxing news: 

™@ Terry Lawless, the boxing 
manager who guided four Brit- 
ish fighters to world titles, died 
Thursday. He was 76. The Lon- 
don-born Lawless died in a Span- 
ish hospital following gall bladder 
surgery. John H. Stracey, Mau- 
rice Hope, Jim Watt and Char- 
lie Magri won world titles under 


Lawless. Frank Bruno and Joe 
Calzaghe also fought for him. 


Lakers’ Artest hurt 
in fall at home 


LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles 
Lakers forward Ron Artest suf- 
fered injuries to his head and left 
elbow after falling at his home. 

The team said Artest didn’t 
travel with the Lakers to Satur- 
day’s game at Sacramento after 
tripping over a box and falling 
down a flight of stairs at his home 
on Christmas night. 

He was treated at UCLA Medi- 
cal Center, undergoing a CT scan 
and receiving stitches in the back 
of his head and his elbow. 

He was expected to be exam- 
ined by a neurologist later Satur- 
day, when the Lakers will be able 
to estimate Artest’s return. 

Lakers coach Phil Jackson al- 
lowed his team to stay home on 
Christmas night after Los Ange- 
les’ 102-87 loss to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, flying to Sacramento 
on Saturday morning. 


Nevada linebacker arrested 
on suspicion of shoplifting 


HONOLULU — A Nevada line- 
backer who did not play in the 
Hawaii Bowl after he was dis- 
missed by the team had been ar- 
rested days earlier on suspicion 
of shoplifting. 

Honolulu police said Andre 
Davis was detained this week by 


security at a Waikiki store before 
he was turned over to authorities. 

Nevada coach Chris Ault said 
Wednesday that Davis had been 
dismissed from the program for 
violating team and athletic de- 
partment policy, although he did 
not disclose the violation. 

Davis apologized to his team 
and family in an interview with 
Hawaii’s KGMB-KHNLnews sta- 
tion Wednesday after posting bail. 
He is expected to be arraigned in 
January, and his attorney said he 
doesn’t plan to fight any charges. 

SMU beat Nevada 45-10 in 
Thursday’s game. 


Gator Bowl making sure 
Bowden’s ex-players see game 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Gator 
Bowl officials are making sure 
Bobby Bowden’s former Florida 
State players have the chance to 
see his final game. 

The Tallahassee Democrat 
reports that the Gator Bowl As- 
sociation and the host city of Jack- 
sonville made complimentary 
tickets available to former Semi- 
noles who played for Bowden. 
More than 300 had registered for 
the tickets. 

Former safety Bill Ragans said 
he’s grateful for the chance to go 
to the game, calling it “a piece of 
history you want to be part of.” 

The former players will help 
lead Bowden onto the field and sit 
together in the end zone. 


-_ 
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The Jan. 1 game sold out in two 
hours. The Seminoles face West 
Virginia. 

Bowden started coaching at 
Florida State in 1976. He an- 
nounced his retirement Dec. 1. 


Guardado joins Nationals 
on minor league deal 


WASHINGTON — _ Veteran 
left-handed reliever Eddie Guar- 
dado and the Washington Nation- 
als agreed to terms on a minor 
league deal. 

Nationals GM Mike _ Rizzo 
made the announcement Satur- 
day. Terms were not disclosed. 

Guardado, 39, is fourth among 
active pitchers with 908 appear- 
ances in a 17-year career with 
the Texas Rangers, Minnesota 
Twins, Seattle Mariners and Cin- 
cinnati Reds. 

The two-time All-Star has 187 
career saves, including an Ameri- 
can League-leading 45 in 2002. 

Nicknamed “Everyday Eddie,” 
Guardado was 1-2 with a 4.46 
ERA in 48 relief appearance last 
season with the Rangers. 


Childress crew member 
dies of H1N1 virus 


WELCOME, N.C. — A crew 
member for Richard Childress 
Racing died of complications 
from the H1N1 virus. 

Donald “DJ” Richardson 
died late Friday after a lengthy 
hospitalization for acute respi- 
ratory distress syndrome. Rich- 
ardson contracted H1N1 during 
a Thanksgiving visit to his home 
state of Massachusetts, and team 
officials said he had been hospi- 
talized at Health Alliance Hospi- 
tal in Leominster since then. 

Richardson, 37, spent last sea- 
son as a tire changer on Kevin 
Harvick’s crew. 

He began his NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series career with Andy 
Petree Racing in 1999 and had 
worked for Penske Racing, Hen- 
drick Motorsports and Braun 
Racing. 

In other auto racing news: 

m@ NASCAR driver Clint Bow- 
yer donated thousands of dollars 
in his Kansas hometown in recent 
years, and Emporia, Kan., showed 
its thanks. Bowyer’s racing ca- 
reer began on a practice track at 
Flint Hills Towing on Emporia’s 
Graham Street. This week, he 
was on hand as the city unveiled 
a sign adding the honorary label, 
Clint Bowyer Boulevard. 

Two years ago, Bowyer estab- 
lished the 79 Fund with the Em- 
poria Community Foundation to 
help Emporians in need. 
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Pat Knight's the name 
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And Texas Tech is his team, as the son of famed 
Bob Knight asserts his own coaching personality 


By Betsy BLANEY 
The Associated Press 


LUBBOCK, Texas — Pat 
Knight seems to have coached 
himself out of an identity crisis. 

Knight acknowledged he had a 
difficult time adjusting in his first 
full season at Texas Tech last 
year. Players said he might have 
tried to please too many people 
— his bosses, fans, his team. 

Maybe even his famous father, 
Bob Knight. 

Pat Knight, who took over after 
nine years as an assistant to his 
dad at Texas Tech and Indiana, 
said he was unsure how to act at 
first. Should he be subdued, the 
antithesis of his father? 

“Then finally, toward the 
middle of the year, I’m, ‘To hell 
with it, I’ve got to be me.’ And 
that’s getting after people,” Pat 
Knight said. “So there’s just too 
much stuff I worried about that I 
shouldn’t have.” 

The transition wasn’t easy, said 
the younger Knight, who claims 
he’s more like his father “than 
anybody knows.” 

Bob Knight, who resigned mid- 
season in 2008, didn’t come to 
practices last season when Texas 
Tech finished 14-19. That left Pat 
Knight to forge his own way. 

He chose to abandon his fa- 
ther’s man-to-man defense and 
use a zone, which he said he 
truly didn’t “know the first thing 
about.” The Red Raiders won only 
three games in Big 12 play. 

“We didn’t really know how to 
approach each other,” Pat Knight 
said of the relationship with his fa- 
ther. “Just strange. It wasn’t bad. 


Joun Amis/AP 


Greg McElroy is part Texan, part 
Californian and all Alabaman as 
he leads the Crimson Tide into 
the national title game against 
Texas in Pasadena, Calif., Jan. 7. 





It was just odd. He didn’t want to 
overstep boundaries, but now we 
got that all straightened out.” 

The two now talk regularly and, 
when the elder Knight is in town, 
he comes to practices and offers 
input to his son and to players. 

The father understood his son’s 
approach last season. 

“You get your first job and you 
think you can reinvent the wheel, 
instead of going with what works 
for you and what you know,” Pat 
Knight said his father told him. 

Pat Knight has a more ath- 
letic team this year and there is 
greater depth off the bench. He’s 
returned to the man defense and 
seems more comfortable leading 
the team. 

It seems to be working. The 
Red Raiders (10-1) are ranked No. 
23, having entered the AP poll at 
No. 16 this month following a 99- 
92 overtime home victory over 
then-No. 12 Washington. They 
fell seven spots this week after an 
85-83 loss at Wichita State. 

Leading scorer Mike Single- 
tary said players like the way Pat 
Knight coaches them. The junior 
won’t be pulled out of a game for 
missing a shot or committing a 
turnover, Pat Knight told him. 
Bob Knight did it otherwise, Sin- 
gletary said. 

“Pat just makes us feel com- 
fortable,” Singletary said. 

Singletary said he often felt sty- 
mied while playing for the elder 
Knight. 

There was “kind of a fear fac- 
tor,” he said. “But with Pat, (it’s) 
just go out and play your game 
and play with effort. I can live 
with that.” 


John Roberson, who came to 
Texas Tech with Singletary at the 
start of Bob Knight’s final sea- 
son, said Pat Knight seems more 
“cool, calm and collected” during 
games and that he wants players’ 
input. 

When Bob Knight told him to 
do something, Roberson said, the 
player “couldn’t really say any- 
thing about it because it’s his way 
or the highway.” 

“Pat’s more, “Tell me what you 
think.’ He allows you to go to him 
to tell him what you think.” 

That happened late in the vic- 
tory over Washington. During a 
timeout Pat Knight told his play- 
ers to shift into a zone on an in- 
bound play. Roberson told his 
coach he thought the team should 
stick with man-to-man. 

His coach agreed and the de- 
cision brought Roberson a steal 
and an easy layup that sealed the 
outcome. 

“T think we are just more ma- 
ture,” said Roberson, the team’s 
point guard. “Last year, when 
things weren’t going our way, we 
just kind of pouted and we were 
just playing individually and not 
as a team. This year we are more 
of a family and I think we just al- 
ways have each other’s back.” 

Roberson believes Pat Knight 
can build a powerhouse program 
in West Texas 

“T didn’t even expect for us to 
be this good this year,” he said. 
“What he has done in a year is 
ridiculous. Years down the road, 
he can get this place to be a very 
good program.” 
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A year after replacing his Hall of Fame father at Texas Tech, Pat 
Knight finally appears happy being his own man. “To hell with it, I’ve 
got to be me,” he told himself. “And that’s getting after people.” 


Tide’s McElroy has strong ties to Texas, too 


By JOHN ZENOR 
The Associated Press 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Greg 
McElroy is a Texan who spent 
much of his childhood in Los 
Angeles. He likes the L.A. Dodg- 
ers and the Dallas Cowboys, 
and was recruited by the Texas 
Longhorns. 

No. 1 Alabama’s quarterback 
has all the bases covered when 
the Crimson Tide faces second- 
ranked Texas on Jan. 7 in Pasade- 
na, Calif., a “local” boy competing 
against his adopted state’s college 
football powerhouse for a nation- 
al title. 

McElroy’s family moved from 
the L.A. area to Southlake, Texas, 
when he was in the fifth grade. 
He easily recites the Dodgers’ 
current lineup and says Raul 
Mondesi and Mike Piazza were 
his favorite players. His family’s 
favorite vacation spot remains 
Laguna Beach, he said. 

“T love L.A. I still have a lot of 
family out there,’ McElroy said. 
“Tt was a fun place to grow up.” 

Sorry, Texas Rangers fans, 
he’s not a convert. “Still to this 


day,” he says, “I can’t stand the 
Rangers.” 

Texas is where he switched 
from being a baseball player who 
“wasn’t very athletic” to foot- 
ball, where he parlayed his lone 
year as starter at Southlake Car- 
roll High School into a state title 
and a Southeastern Conference 
scholarship. 

Perhaps the only thing that 
would make this matchup and 
venue more special is if McElroy’s 
recruiting efforts came down to 
the Longhorns and Tide. Instead, 
it was Texas Tech or ’Bama. 

He committed to the Red Raid- 
ers before his senior season, im- 
pressing them enough to earn 
a scholarship offer after three 
years of backing up Chase Daniel. 
Then-Alabama coach Mike Shula 
came in with a late offer and 
McElroy said he “fell in love with 
it here” on his visit to campus. 

“T was really dead set on Texas 
Tech,” he said. “I was only going 
to have one year to start in high 
school, so I committed to Texas 
Tech early. I knew I was going 
to go through and there would be 
many more opportunities for me 


after the season, and I knew I was 
going to re-evaluate everything 
and take my visits and things like 
that.” 

Texas coach Mack Brown said 
McElroy was approved for a pos- 
sible offer. But the Longhorns 
eventually signed Jevan Snead, 
who wound up transferring to 
Mississippi after Colt McCoy won 
the job. 

McElroy was more patient, fi- 
nally winning the starting job at 
Alabama as a fourth-year junior 
after backing up John Parker 
Wilson. 

His first season as starter has 
been up and down, but certainly 
memorable. McElroy has passed 
for 2,211 yards and 16 TDs while 
throwing only four interceptions. 
He led the winning drive against 
Auburn, then completed 12 of 18 
passes for 239 yards and a touch- 
down in the SEC title game vic- 
tory over Florida, earning game 
MVP honors. 

“T think Greg’s a tremendous 
quarterback,” McCoy said. “He’s 
played well all year long. He’s 
been a leader on their team. He’s 
kind of the guy that gets it going 


for them. (Tailback Mark) In- 
gram gets a lot of the attention, 
but I think the quarterback’s the 
most important position. To be 
able to win 13 games is hard. I 
respect him and I respect their 
team. It’s going to be a fun time 
in Pasadena.” 

McElroy’s decision to head to 
Alabama has certainly worked 
out. Not only does he have a 
chance to lead the Tide to a na- 
tional title, but he’s also earned 
his degree and started graduate 
school in the fall. 

McElroy has done so well, in 
fact, that he has been invited to 
apply for a Rhodes scholarship 
next year. His lowest grade was a 
B-plus last spring in Leadership 
and Management. 

The two things he misses most 
about Texas: family and the Cow- 
boys. He managed to take in the 
Dallas-San Diego game _ before 
Alabama started bowl practices. 

“That was obviously kind of 
the staple of my childhood and 
the staple of my growing up was 
going to the Cowboys game on 
Sundays,” McElroy said. 
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Running Buckeyes find success in the past 


i 


With Ohio State 
and quarter- 
back Terrelle 
Pryor returning 
to the glory 
days of yester- 
year by running 
the ball more, 
the Buckeyes 
won their final 
five games of 
the season, 
claimed the Big 
Ten title and 
earned a berth 
in the Rose 
Bowl against 
Oregon. In 

that winning 
streak, Pryor 
had just two 
interceptions 
and rushed 

for 340 yards 
and three 
touchdowns. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL: ROSE BOWL PREVIEW 
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By Rusty MILLER 
The Associated Press 


COLUMBUS, Ohio — Most teams’ offensive 
playbook grows into an encyclopedia as the 
football season wears on. Ohio State’s became 
more of a pamphlet. 

The Buckeyes reverted to the hallowed tac- 
tic of “three yards and a cloud of dust” to win 
their final five games, capture a fifth consecu- 
tive Big Ten title and earn a berth in the Rose 
Bowl against Oregon. Who would have thought 
that Woody Hayes’ was ahead of his time? 

“T guess you can even look at it statistically,” 
coach Jim Tressel said. “Particularly in the 
back half of the year, we did a much better job 
taking care of the football and a much better 
job running the football. Therefore, we did a 
much better job winning.” 

Hayes relied on an offense as subtle as a 
sledgehammer to pound the ball between the 
tackles for 28 years while glowering from the 
Buckeyes sidelines. 

Before this season’s first snap, the strength 
of the Ohio State offense was thought to be 
Terrelle Pryor, a state-of-the-art quarterback 
in the mold of Tennessee Titans hybrid Vince 
Young. But when Pryor threw eight intercep- 
tions as the Buckeyes went 5-2, Tressel and 
his offensive staff changed gears. They down- 
shifted to the running game. 

“Earlier in the season, we didn’t get the 
running game going like we wanted to,” said 
tailback Dan “Boom” Herron. “We tried some- 
thing different in the middle of the season and 
continued it at the end of the season, and it 
worked out pretty well.” 

What Ohio State tried was running first, 
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running second and running third, and pass- 
ing only when necessary. In each of those last 
five games, the Buckeyes rushed for at least 
200 yards. After rushing for just 66 yards in 
a 26-18 upset loss to Purdue on Oct. 17, the 
Buckeyes averaged 258 yards in the five-game 
sprint to the finish. It was the first time an 
Ohio State team rushed for at least 200 yards 
in five games in a row in 17 years. 

“After the Purdue game, we really got our 
act together and played well,” said tailback 
Brandon Saine. “The offensive line started to 
play with a little bit of a chip on its shoulder.” 

The line began to get healthy at about the 
same time the Buckeyes’ offense took off. 

“We knew what was at stake,” said tackle 
Jim Cordle. “We just didn’t have that we-can’t- 
lose-a-game attitude at Purdue, and we lost. 
We carried that through and picked up and got 
healthy. We went back to some formations and 
plays that are our identity.” 

Pryor has been the Buckeyes’ go-to guy 
under center for the past 22 games, but he’s 
a sophomore and occasionally tries to do too 
much. But with the ground game churning out 
yards, he was able to concentrate on handing 
off or running the option. The Buckeyes didn’t 
need to rely on his throwing. Over the past 
five games, he had just two interceptions and 
rushed for 340 yards and three touchdowns. 

So in the age of spread offenses, five wide- 
outs and the wildcat formation, the Buckeyes 
turned back the clock to the 1960s and 1970s. 
“What did we do better?” Tressel said. “We 
rushed for over 200 yards a game in the last 
month or so and if you can do that you’re going 
to have a chance to be your conference’s cham- 
pion. And that we are.” 
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When you help the American Red Cross, you help America. 


We all have to look out for each other. And with first aid and CPR 
training from the American Red Cross, you can be ready to save a life. 


Contact your local chapter or visit redcross.org 
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CHARGERS CLINCH NO. 2 


Victory over Titans 


secures playoff position 
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Undratted tree agent Josh Cribbs gives Browns big returns 


By Tom WITHERS 
The Associated Press 


CLEVELAND — Joshua Cribbs’ game- 
worn jersey was snatched up by the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame this week to be put 
on display. 

At least someone finally got hands on 
Cleveland’s tough-to-tackle No. 16. 

Cribbs, with an inspiring rags-to-riches 
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journey to the NFL, became the league’s 
career leader in kickoff-return touchdowns 
when he ran back two of at least 100 yards 
in the Browns’ 41-34 victory at Kansas City 
last week. Cribbs, an undrafted free agent 
who played quarterback at Kent State and 
has lined up in the shotgun for Cleveland, 
has taken eight kickoffs all the way back. 

He’s not stopping there. 

“Every single time I touch the © 


football I’m like, ‘Hey, I’m going to go. Not 

just good field position, but this is going 

back to the house,’” he said. “My eyes light 

up, it’s like a kid on Christmas Day every 
time I get the ball.” 

Cribbs has been a glorious gift to the 

Browns (3-11), who can thank 

cialis him for almost single- 

D> handedly’ carrying 

‘ them to victories 
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over Kansas City and Pittsburgh. The 
dreadlocked 26-year-old with the easy 
smile, bubbly personality and play-me- 
wherever-you-need-me attitude has been 
Cleveland’s MVP this season. 

“Nothing more can be said about him,” 
Pro Bowl tackle Joe Thomas said. “Josh 
has already proven he’s the best returner 
that’s ever been and this year he’s stepping 
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